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1. What is the submission deadline? 

· For preliminary proposals, October 30, 2006.

· For full proposals, February 28, 2007.

2. What is the maximum award size for the PIRE program? The maximum award size is $500,000 per year for 5 years.

3. How many PIRE awards will be made? Approximately 14 to 17 awards will be made in Summer 2007.

4. What are the objectives of the PIRE program? The PIRE program supports research and education excellence; deepens collaborative research and education between U.S. institutions and international counterparts; provides international research experiences for U.S. students and faculty to prepare them to work effectively in the global research community; engages resources within and across institutions to build strong international partnerships; develops new replicable models for international collaborative research and education; and raises the profile and increases the importance of international collaborative research and education within the U.S. research and education community.

6. How will proposals be evaluated? Proposals are evaluated through use of the two National Science Board approved merit review criteria: intellectual merit and the broader impacts of the proposed effort. In addition, NSF staff will give careful consideration to integration of research and education and to enhancing diversity in NSF programs, projects, and activities when making decisions. Additional criteria include: coherence and innovation of the international collaboration model; effectiveness of career development opportunities for U.S. students and researchers; appropriateness of the management plan and organizational structure (Full proposals only); commitment of the institutions to achieving the project’s goals and to sustaining the partnership (Full proposals only); and appropriateness of the budget (Full proposals only). Please refer to the program solicitation for more in-depth explanations of the review criteria.

Eligibility

7. What areas of research are applicable? Proposals may be submitted in any NSF-supported field of science, mathematics, engineering, or science education. Please review NSF’s Guide to Programs for NSF supported fields of science, mathematics and engineering: http://www.nsf.gov/od/lpa/news/publicat/nsf04009/start.htm 

8. Who can be a PI or co-PI? Eligible PIs will be individuals who are affiliated with the U.S.-based, Ph.D.-granting institution that submits the proposal (i.e., the lead institution).  Co-PIs will be associated with the lead institution or be affiliated with US-based organizations collaborating with the lead institution.  

9. Does the PI have to be a U.S. citizen? Citizenship of the PI and other researchers on the U.S. team is not required. Affiliation with a U.S. institution is all that is required.

10. Can collaborators in other countries be PIs or Co-PIs on my proposal?  No, but international collaborators should be listed as non-Co-PI senior personnel.

11. On how many proposals can I serve as a PI or co-PI? One may participate as PI or co-PI in no more than three proposal submissions. A person listed as PI or co-PI in three proposals may serve as senior personnel in other proposals.

12. Is my institution able to serve as a lead institution on a PIRE proposal? The lead institution must be a Ph.D.-granting institution that has produced more than 20 Ph.D.’s or Doctors of Science in NSF-supported fields of science, mathematics or engineering during the previous two academic years. All departments and schools within a Ph.D.-granting institution are eligible to submit a proposal.

13. I work at a non-Ph.D. granting institution, is there a way I can participate in the PIRE program? Individuals who are affiliated with a non-Ph.D.-granting institution may participate in PIRE projects with their own institutions serving as collaborating organizations on the PIRE project.

14. Can PIRE funding support non-U.S. students? PIRE funding can support students enrolled in degree programs at U.S. institutions who are not U.S. citizens or permanent residents, but priority should be given to students who are U.S. citizens or permanent residents.
15. How many proposals may an institution submit?  Each eligible institution may submit a maximum of three preliminary proposals.

16. How does an institution choose what three proposals to submit? Institutions should develop an intra-institution mechanism for selecting preliminary proposals to be submitted to NSF, keeping in mind that one of the objectives of the program is to enable universities to engage resources within and across institutions to build strong international partnerships. 

Preliminary Proposals

17. Do I have to submit a preliminary proposal to be eligible to submit a full proposal?  Submission of a preliminary proposal is required in order to be eligible to be invited to submit a full proposal.

18. Is a budget required for a preliminary proposal?  No budget is required for a preliminary proposal. 

19. Are letters of commitment or endorsement required for preliminary proposals? No. At the preliminary proposal stage, no letters of commitment or endorsement from the submitting institution or collaborating institutions are necessary.

20. How do investigators from more than one U.S. institution submit a proposal? Such a proposal should be submitted as a single proposal in which a single award is being requested with subawards (if requested) administered by the lead organization. 

21. How will preliminary proposals be reviewed? Preliminary proposals will receive panel review only.

Full Proposals

22. What is the difference in content between a preliminary proposal and a full proposal?  In addition to increased page limits, full proposals require sections on:  Management, Assessment, and Institutional Commitment; International Coordination and Logistics; Budget; Facilities, Equipment and Other Resources; and Supplementary Documentation. 

23. How will I know if I am invited to submit a full proposal? Following review of all preliminary proposals, NSF will invite approximately 50 applicants to submit full proposals and issue “not invited” letters to the PIs of the remaining submitted preliminary proposals. 

24. How will full proposals be reviewed? Full proposals will receive both ad hoc and panel review.

Budget
25. How much funding can be used for salary support? The solicitation allows for a total of five months of salary support per year.  For the PI, salary support can be up to a maximum of two months per year.  For co-PI or subaward senior personnel salary support, the maximum level per individual is one month per year. Limited funds can be requested for PIRE-related administrative support.

26. How much travel support can be requested for PIs and Co-PIs? Up to one month (cumulative) per year of research-related travel support for the PI and each co-PI (or subaward senior personnel) may be requested.

27. Does the program allow funding for travel and subsistence expenses for students and post-docs?  Yes. The solicitation provides for travel and subsistence expenses for U.S. postdoctoral associates, graduate students, and undergraduate students to conduct research at partner institutions abroad. While PIRE funding may support foreign students enrolled in degree programs at collaborating U.S. institutions, U.S. citizens and permanent residents should receive preference. For projects involving exchanges of postdoctoral researchers and/or students, reciprocal arrangements for provision of housing and subsistence are encouraged, with adherence to the overall principle that each side supports equivalent costs.
28. Does the program allow funding for student and post-doc stipend/salary support?  Whereas only a relatively small number of postdoctoral associates and students will receive stipend support, it is expected that larger numbers of individuals will participate in specific project activities (e.g., research activities at an international partner institution). The NSF contribution to graduate student stipends is currently $30,000 per year for a 12-month appointment, and $42,000 per year for a 12-month appointment for postdoctoral associates. Undergraduate or graduate students who do not receive stipend support, but perform dedicated work on the PIRE project may receive salary support at a level consistent with the organization’s regular practices. (Note that U.S. citizens and permanent residents should receive preference for support by the PIRE grant.) Support for postdoctoral associates and students should be included in the Participant Support section of the budget.

29. Can PIRE funds be used to support foreign participants?  As a general rule, foreign participants should obtain their own funding for participation. In rare circumstances, if a foreign collaborator is from a developing country or a country whose currency is not convertible, the PI should contact the relevant country-cognizant OISE program manager in order to ascertain if any support for the foreign participants may be considered. 

30. Should I discuss my budget with anyone before submitting my proposal?  Applicants are encouraged to discuss specifics with the appropriate country-cognizant OISE program manager(s) before preparing a budget and submitting a full proposal.

Other
31. I have never used FastLane before. How do I get started? If you are a new user to FastLane, you should first consult with the Authorized Organizational Representative (AOR) at your institution well in advance of the proposal deadline dates to obtain the support you will need during the submission process. The NSF home page contains more details about using FastLane as well as a FastLane demonstration site.
32. I have never used Grants.gov before. How do I get started? If you are a new user to Grants.gov, you should first consult with the AOR at your institution well in advance of the proposal deadline dates to obtain the support you will need during the submission process. The Grants.gov website contains more details about registering with and using Grants.gov.
Relevant Links:

NSF Home Page

http://www.nsf.gov
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http://www.grants.gov
Grant Proposal Guide (GPG):

http://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=gpg 

NSF Grants.gov Application Guide

http://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/docs/grantsgovguide.pdf
Office of International Science and Engineering:

http://www.nsf.gov/div/index.jsp?div=OISE 

PIRE homepage: 
http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=12819 
Current PIRE project homepages:

PIRE: Microfluidic Technology and Applications: A Collaboration with the Technical University of Braunschweig, Germany

PIRE: Partnership for International Research and Education for Electron Chemistry and Catalysis at Interfaces

PIRE: United States - Russia - Japan Partnership in Research and Education in Volcanology

PIRE: AfricaArray: Imaging the African Superplume, building African partnerships, and enhancing diversity in the geosciences

PIRE: Remote Sensing for Hazard Mitigation & Resource Protection in Pacific Rim Latin America

PIRE: Southern Optical Astronomical Survey

PIRE: US-Japan Cooperative Research & Education: Ultrafast & Nonlinear Optics in 6.1-Angstrom Conductors
