
The Historically Black Colleges and Universities 
Undergraduate Program (HBCU-UP) 

The Historically Black Colleges and Universities Undergraduate Program provides awards to 
enhance the quality of undergraduate science, technology, engineering, and mathematics 

(STEM) education and research at Historically Black Colleges and Universities 
as a means to broaden participation in the Nation's STEM workforce. 

This mission is achieved through four program tracks. 

Implementation Projects 
GOAL: To provide support to implement a comprehensive 

institutional project to strengthen STEM education and 
research. 

EXAMPLE STRATEGIES: Curriculum enhancement, faculty 

professional development, undergraduate research, 
academic enrichment, student support services, infusion of 
technology to enhance STEM instruction, collaborations with 
research institutions and industry. 

Targeted Infusion 

Projects 
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Planning Grants 
GOAL: To provide support to 
undertake self-analysis of the 
institution's undergraduate 
STEM programs to identify 
components that need 
improvement or enhancement 
in order to provide a high 
quality undergraduate STEM 
education. 

EXAMPLE STRATEGIES: 

Data collection and analysis, 
stakeholder consultation, 
research of potential activities 
and strategies, site visits to 
model programs. 

GOAL: To provide support to 

achieve a short-term, 
well-defined goal to improve 
the quality of undergraduate 
STEM education. Education Research Projects 

EXAMPLE STRATEGIES: 

Specialized accreditation or 
certifications, establishing 
new curricula, programs or 
concentrations, establishing 
collaborations between 
STEM disciplines and 
teacher education programs. 

GOAL: To provide support to undertake an education research 

project that has the potential to add to the knowledge base of 
STEM education in the HBCU context. 

EXAMPLE RESEARCH TOPICS: Factors contributing to 

enhanced retention of students, identification of successful 
education models in various STEM fields, definitions of what 
constitutes successful outcomes, and the factors associated 
with these outcomes. 

• HBCU-UP currently impacts access and the quality of STEM
education for more than 30,000 students majoring in STEM at
HBCUs through a diverse set of programs in the four program
tracks.

• More than 16,000 STEM students have graduated from HBCU-UP
supported institutions since 1998. Thirty-eight percent of these
STEM majors have had an undergraduate research experience.
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*HBCU-UP was initiated in 1998 through Congressional directive. National Science Foundation 
Directorate for Education and Human Resources 

Division of Human Resource Development 

'Courtesy of Bethune-Cookman University 
'Courtesy of Grambling State University 
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