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LINGUIST List & LINGUIST List & ELsELs
LINGUIST List is not a data provider
But we are:

A portal to language resources, especially EL 
resources. 
A proponent of sustainable data and digital best  
practices (via the NSF-sponsored E-MELD 
project,2001-2007)
A proponent of data interoperability and digital 
standards for content interoperability (via NSF-
funded GOLD Community project and others)
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MultiTreeMultiTree
http://linguistlist.org/multitree/
Library of scholarly hypotheses about 
genetic relationships among languages
Hyperbolic display of trees.  User will be 
able to:

manipulate and compare trees visually
extract & reattach subgroups 
find additional language info via the 
interface

http://linguistlist.org/multitree/
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LLLL--MAPMAP

Geographic Information System (GIS) integrating 
language information with other social sciences 
information
http://linguistlist.org/llmap/
Collaborative project organized by LINGUIST List 
and GISLI (U. of Stockholm) with 7 partners:  

MPI-EVA (WALS), PARADISEC, Tibetan-
Himalayan Digital Library, Alaska Native 
Language Center
Individual linguists (Dwyer, LaPolla, Berez, etc.)

http://linguistlist.org/llmap/
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LLLL--Map CapabilitiesMap Capabilities
Two interfaces:  Google Maps (easy to use) and 
ESRI (allows spatial analysis)
Aggregates layers from distant servers
Customizable:  user can choose wms servers & 
layers to create map
Collaborative:  Scholar’s Workbench are allows 
scholars to add data and map it against 
information already in the system.  Also to save  
data and print maps.
Functions as a search interface to distributed 
data, including the hypotheses about genetic 
relationships offered by Multitree. 
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Video of Mocovi speakers
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LLLL--MAP & EL documentationMAP & EL documentation
Not intended specifically for ELs
But can make contributions:

Showcases projects and data, especially 
interoperable data
Online geodata collection from field linguists can 
increase precision of language location info
Intuitive search interface—can organize a lot of 
distributed data and infor on language resources 
(including what languages do NOT have 
grammars, dissertations, books, etc. on them).
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Within the field of linguistics:  Within the field of linguistics:  
what is working well?what is working well?

Increased interest in fieldwork among young 
linguists and better training for language 
documentation
Increased awareness of the scholarly effort 
involved in language documentation
Awareness among linguists of the need for 
digital best practices in data creation (e.g., 
uncompressed archival copies)
Some awareness of the need for standards 
relating to content intelligibility (e.g., 
annotation terminology, data models)
Creation of research community focused on 
the interoperability of digital data
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What isnWhat isn’’t covered by t covered by 
current funding initiativescurrent funding initiatives
Digitization and accessibility of legacy data
Funded time for data preparation and analysis 
– most field linguists have collected 10x as 
much data as they have transcribed
EASY International collaboration
Need more funding of issues related to data 
use:

Data interoperability (standards and uptake of 
standards)
Data access (open archives, web services, etc.)
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