
TABLE 13.  Definite postgraduation plans of doctorate recipients, by citizenship status and major field: 2006

All Recipients with Postdoctoral Academic Industry
recipientsa definite plans study employment employment

All recipients 45,596 29,745 26,985 9,014 8,911 4,372 4,688 2,717 43

    Science and engineering 29,854 19,425 17,507 8,176 3,462 3,858 2,011 1,891 27
        Science 22,663 15,103 13,643 7,036 3,081 1,915 1,611 1,437 23
            Agricultural sciences 1,033 633 522 229 117 88 88 111 0
            Biological sciences 6,631 4,416 4,179 3,253 322 292 312 235 2
            Computer sciences 1,452 967 862 145 248 389 80 103 2
            Earth, atmospheric, and ocean sciences 757 517 460 255 85 66 54 56 1
            Mathematics 1,327 948 819 335 272 149 63 128 1
            Physical sciences 3,925 2,612 2,355 1,520 195 509 131 248 9
                Astronomy 197 154 137 112 9 9 7 16 1
                Chemistry 2,363 1,549 1,443 892 116 359 76 100 6
                Physics 1,365 909 775 516 70 141 48 132 2
            Psychology 3,263 2,139 2,076 942 482 210 442 61 2
            Social sciences 4,275 2,871 2,370 357 1,360 212 441 495 6

        Engineering 7,191 4,322 3,864 1,140 381 1,943 400 454 4
            Aeronautical/astronautical 238 136 116 34 10 52 20 19 1
            Chemical engineering 893 565 498 176 16 272 34 66 1
            Civil engineering 803 467 411 124 66 159 62 56 0
            Electrical engineering 2,133 1,338 1,209 220 120 770 99 128 1
            Industrial engineering 235 119 105 19 33 38 15 14 0
            Materials/metallurgical engineering 624 369 331 132 13 164 22 38 0
            Mechanical engineering 1,148 681 601 188 57 289 67 79 1
            Other engineering 1,117 647 593 247 66 199 81 54 0

    Non-science and engineering 15,742 10,320 9,478 838 5,449 514 2,677 826 16

    U.S. citizen, all fields 26,917 19,366 18,756 5,477 7,108 2,080 4,091 597 13
        Science and engineering 15,459 11,047 10,617 4,840 2,508 1,679 1,590 423 7
            Science 13,274 9,557 9,178 4,443 2,315 1,080 1,340 372 7
                Agricultural sciences 546 389 369 125 100 63 81 20 0
                Biological sciences 4,165 2,981 2,878 2,143 259 208 268 102 1
                Computer sciences 484 350 334 61 110 115 48 16 0
                Earth, atmospheric, and ocean sciences 445 334 323 163 75 39 46 11 0
                Mathematics 549 429 392 149 146 50 47 37 0
                Physical sciences 1,837 1,340 1,264 723 157 289 95 73 3
                    Astronomy 117 97 92 72 8 6 6 5 0
                    Chemistry 1,170 844 808 447 92 213 56 34 2
                    Physics 550 399 364 204 57 70 33 34 1
                Psychology 2,722 1,928 1,902 845 446 201 410 25 1
                Social sciences 2,526 1,806 1,716 234 1,022 115 345 88 2

            Engineering 2,185 1,490 1,439 397 193 599 250 51 0
                Aeronautical/astronautical 77 53 50 8 3 22 17 3 0
                Chemical engineering 352 246 235 68 12 133 22 11 0
                Civil engineering 200 147 138 28 33 42 35 9 0
                Electrical engineering 459 315 308 56 49 152 51 7 0
                Industrial engineering 59 38 38 3 14 12 9 0 0
                Materials/metallurgical engineering 213 143 137 54 8 63 12 6 0
                Mechanical engineering 341 225 220 51 38 92 39 5 0
                Other engineering 484 323 313 129 36 83 65 10 0

        Non-science and engineering 11,458 8,319 8,139 637 4,600 401 2,501 174 6

    Non-U.S. citizen with permanent visa, all fields 1,829 1,159 1,091 375 312 245 159 66 2
        Science and engineering 1,253 810 770 330 135 218 87 39 1
            Science 953 617 580 296 118 108 58 36 1
                Agricultural sciences 31 16 14 9 1 3 1 2 0
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                Biological sciences 302 187 181 138 10 19 14 6 0
                Computer sciences 95 62 59 5 18 31 5 2 1
                Earth, atmospheric, and ocean sciences 28 17 17 14 1 1 1 0 0
                Mathematics 66 47 45 19 14 10 2 2 0
                Physical sciences 156 102 97 63 9 22 3 5 0
                    Astronomy 6 6 6 5 1 0 0 0 0
                    Chemistry 96 62 59 35 6 16 2 3 0
                    Physics 54 34 32 23 2 6 1 2 0
                Psychology 76 52 50 24 10 1 15 2 0
                Social sciences 199 134 117 24 55 21 17 17 0

            Engineering 300 193 190 34 17 110 29 3 0
                Aeronautical/astronautical 12 7 7 1 1 4 1 0 0
                Chemical engineering 25 17 16 7 0 8 1 1 0
                Civil engineering 43 24 23 6 1 8 8 1 0
                Electrical engineering 94 68 67 6 8 46 7 1 0
                Industrial engineering 11 6 6 2 2 1 1 0 0
                Materials/metallurgical engineering 20 13 13 1 0 11 1 0 0
                Mechanical engineering 42 25 25 3 2 13 7 0 0
                Other engineering 53 33 33 8 3 19 3 0 0

        Non-science and engineering 576 349 321 45 177 27 72 27 1

    Non-U.S. citizen with temporary visa, all fields 14,118 9,163 7,095 3,154 1,475 2,040 426 2,050 18
        Science and engineering 11,522 7,534 6,094 2,998 814 1,954 328 1,427 13
            Science 7,250 4,905 3,867 2,291 645 723 208 1,028 10
                Agricultural sciences 397 228 139 95 16 22 6 89 0
                Biological sciences 1,846 1,245 1,117 971 53 65 28 127 1
                Computer sciences 795 554 468 79 119 243 27 85 1
                Earth, atmospheric, and ocean sciences 240 165 119 78 9 25 7 45 1
                Mathematics 668 470 381 167 112 88 14 89 0
                Physical sciences 1,724 1,159 985 729 29 196 31 169 5
                    Astronomy 63 51 39 35 0 3 1 11 1
                    Chemistry 954 637 571 408 18 129 16 63 3
                    Physics 707 471 375 286 11 64 14 95 1
                Psychology 243 157 123 73 25 8 17 34 0
                Social sciences 1,337 927 535 99 282 76 78 390 2

            Engineering 4,272 2,629 2,227 707 169 1,231 120 399 3
                Aeronautical/astronautical 117 75 58 25 5 26 2 16 1
                Chemical engineering 467 301 247 101 4 131 11 54 0
                Civil engineering 511 295 249 90 31 109 19 46 0
                Electrical engineering 1,469 951 830 157 63 570 40 120 1
                Industrial engineering 144 75 61 14 17 25 5 14 0
                Materials/metallurgical engineering 347 212 180 76 5 90 9 32 0
                Mechanical engineering 715 430 356 134 17 184 21 73 1
                Other engineering 502 290 246 110 27 96 13 44 0

        Non-science and engineering 2,596 1,629 1,001 156 661 86 98 623 5

a Persons of unknown citizenship are included in total but are not shown separately.
b Includes government, nonprofit, elementary/secondary school, other employment, and employer unknown.

SOURCE:  National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Statistics, Survey of Earned Doctorates, 2006.

NOTES:  Categories are grouped differently from questionnaire and summary reports in that linguistics, history of science, American studies, and archaeology are included 
in social sciences and not in humanities, agricultural economics is included in social sciences and not in agricultural sciences, and public administration is included in social 
sciences and not in professional fields, according to National Science Foundation taxonomy. Non-science and engineering includes those whose field of specialization is 
unknown.
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