Minutes of the Meeting of the
Astronomy and Astrophysics Advisory Committee

1 March 2013
National Science Foundation, Arlington, VA, via teleconference

Members attending:  Andreas Albrecht (Vice-Chair) Martha Haynes (Chair)
Stefi Baum Geoffrey Marcy
James Buckley Mordacai-Mark Mac Low
William Cochran Richard Matzner
Priscilla Cushman Paula Szkody

Debra Elmegreen

Agency personnel: James Ulvestad, NSF-AST Paul Hertz, NASA
Thomas Statler, NSF-AST Kathleen Turner, DOE
Elizabeth Pentecost, NSF-AST

Others: Bettina Schuffert, German Res. Fdn. NA

MEETING CONVENED 12:00 PM EST, 1 MARCH 2013
The Chair called the meeting to order.

The Committee discussed the election of a Vice Chair which was postponed from the February
meeting. This is a position that is held by members of the Committee who are serving in their
first year. The Committee decided to table the discussion until a later time.

James Ulvestad reported that the NSF Director had issued a letter to the science community
outlining what NSF would do in light of sequestration. This is similar to the letter the Director
sent to Senator Mikulski outlining NSF’s plans for dealing with sequestration. Ulvestad also
provided some language for the AAS newsletter.

OSTP announced last Friday their plan for increasing access to the results of federally funded
scientific research. They have charged every agency with over $100M in annual R&D
expenditures to develop a plan to support public access to the results of research funded by the
federal government. Each agency is to submit its draft plan to OSTP within six months.

The budget situation remains the same.

Paul Hertz reported that the Astrophysics Division is moving forward with a Roadmap activity
for FY13. Chaired by Chryssa Kouveliotou , the Roadmap Team is a task force of the
Astrophysics Subcommittee. They will lay out a vision for 30-40 years into the future and lay out
some of the motivations for continued investment by the nation in the NASA astrophysics
program. It builds on the decadal survey and is not bound by budget or schedule. It is not an
implementation plan and will have no prioritization or recommendations, but it will lay out the



promise of an astrophysics program over the next few decades. There will be a call for white
paper input leading up to a community workshop later in the spring.

The impact of sequestration on the NASA Science Mission Directorate will be slowing down the
start of newly-selected Pl-led missions like the Explorers, the Discovery mission recently down-
selected, and the Earth Venture mission recently selected. The R&A program will be affected as
well.

With regards to OSTP’s plans for open publications and open data, NASA is already working on
this issue. All of the mission data are made available through data archives and NASA’s process
will be negotiating what the limits are on the data that have to go into an open archive; talking
with NSF and other agencies on this.

Space-X successfully launched their re-supply mission to the International Space Station. Each
successful launch of the Falcon 9 launch vehicle brings it closer to certification of the launch
vehicle for science payloads. NASA is looking forward to the launch of the Antares launch
vehicle; first launch from the Mid-Atlantic spaceport (Wallops) in late spring.

Kathy Turner reported that the HEPAP meeting will be March 11-12. She indicated it would be
beneficial for someone from the AAAC to either attend in person or by telecon. She is interested
in providing some overlap in HEPAP membership with the AAAC.

DOE provided a letter to Senator Mikulski outlining plans for sequestration for the Office of
Science. Each office is developing plans for operating laboratories, managing existing and new
projects, etc.

The remainder of the meeting was dedicated to discussion of the Committee’s draft annual report
due 15 March 2013. The Committee spent time reviewing and editing the draft report. The
report will contain a set of findings and recommendations.

Ms. Pentecost has provided the Chair with the names and addresses of report recipients.

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 4:00 PM EST, 1 MARCH 2013
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