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About the Office of Legislative and Public Affairs

OLPA
• The Office of Legislative and Public Affairs shares information about the 

activities, programs, research results and policies of the National Science 
Foundation. 

• OLPA engages audience like Congress, the news media, state and local 
governments, other Federal agencies, and the research and education 
communities.



Office of Legislative and Public Affairs' Vision

OLPA's vision is to advance awareness of NSF and its entire mission through strategic 
communications to external audiences.



OLPA’s Goals & Priorities

1) Broaden awareness and understanding of NSF.
2) Communicate NSF’s vital mission. 
3) Highlight our success stories.
4) Strengthen NSF’s brand and image.
5) Leverage the expertise and credentials of 

NSF’s leadership.



What is Branding?

BRANDING
Definition: The marketing practice of creating a name, symbol or 
design that identifies and differentiates a product from other products



NSF communicates to the public and Congress the results of 
investment in basic research. We need to take every 
opportunity to highlight the role government, and by 
extension the public, plays in supporting cutting-edge 

research.

NSF Branding and Congress



Branding Updates
Arecibo Observatory website updatedNRAO website updated

NSO branding materials



What Will Branding Do for NSF?

Look kids… NSF-funded science detects gravitational waves! 



National Science Foundation
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Social Media (SM) at NSF

www.nsf.gov/social

1.13 M followers473K likes 16.8 M views

42K followers

Facebook

35K followers92K followers

76.3K followers

Pinterest

Twitter Instagram YouTube

LinkedIn MediumTumblr

40K views
(mo. Average)

Current as of April 2019



OLPA is Adapting to Current SM Trends

1) Quality over Quantity
2) Audience Interaction
3) Interesting and Engaging
4) Identifying the Audience
5) Addressing Audience Needs



#MySTEMSpark

71M
Reach 

1,700
Tweets & Retweets

1,300
users



Live from Antarctica



Brought to you by NSF



OLPA Creates Connections
→ Our outreach does not just spread our 

message, it forms bonds. 
→ NSF’s mission is much bigger than NSF, a 

variety of partnerships help us achieve our 
agency’s goals.

→ These relationships are particularly vital on 
Capitol Hill, where our budget is decided.

→ Science is generally considered a priority 
among lawmakers.

→ NSF receives widespread support throughout 
Congress and we actively pursue more.



OLPA’s Expertise Needs Your Content

1) Major Stories, Events, Discoveries
2) Drumbeat pieces – Consistent Science Reporting
3) Human Interest Pieces
4) Local Events
5) Good and Bad





• Coordinate on press release
• Request a quote

• Major discoveries
• Ideas for stories + human interest
• Important pending journal articles

• Compelling images or videos
• When contacted by Congress

When to reach out to OLPA



Any Questions?

Q & A

olpa@nsf.gov


	Slide Number 1
	About the Office of Legislative and Public Affairs
	Office of Legislative and Public Affairs' Vision
	OLPA’s Goals & Priorities
	What is Branding?
	NSF Branding and Congress
	Branding Updates
	What Will Branding Do for NSF?
	Slide Number 9
	Social Media (SM) at NSF
	OLPA is Adapting to Current SM Trends
	#MySTEMSpark
	Live from Antarctica
	Brought to you by NSF
	OLPA Creates Connections
	OLPA’s Expertise Needs Your Content
	Slide Number 17
	When to reach out to OLPA
	Any Questions?

