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NSF-funded Research Response
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RAPID: Coronavirus 
persistence, 

transmission, and 
circulation in the 

environment

Alexandria Boehm of 
Stanford University and 
Krista R. Wigginton of 
University of Michigan

EAGER: Modeling, 
Hospital Planning and 

Operations for 
COVID-19 Pandemic

Yongpei Guan of 
University of Florida

RAPID: Foam 
Formulations for 

Decontamination of 
Surfaces with 

Minimum 
Wastewater

Ponisseril Somasundaran of 
Columbia University and NSF 

IUCRC for Particulate and 
Surfactant Systems



Internal NSF Response
Staff are now teleworking to the greatest extent possible
Non-essential staff travel is cancelled or postponed
Task force will consider long-term impacts for the STEM research 
and education community 
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NSF Community Response
FAQs About the Coronavirus 
Disease 2019 (COVID-19) for 
NSF Panelists
FAQs About the Coronavirus 
Disease 2019 (COVID-19) for 
Proposers and Awardees

Impact on Existing NSF 
Deadlines

Implementation of OMB Memo 
M-20-17, Administrative Relief 
for Recipients and Applicants of 
Federal Financial Assistance 
Directly Impacted by the Novel 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) due to 
Loss of Operations
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www.nsf.gov/coronavirus



Proposals and Merit Review Panels
Proposal deadline changes

Virtual merit review panels
Virtual or postponed site visits
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Award Management
Project report deadline extensions
No-cost extensions for awards
Guidance on salary, cancellation costs, award activities and travel
Virtual or postponed workshops and conferences
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Challenges 
We’re All Facing

Staff working remotely, apart from easy 
access to colleagues, files, labs.
IT systems can be strained, and not 
everyone may be working with the same 
level of IT access.

Policies are not necessarily in place at 
organizations and at the Federal level to 
deal with every situation.
Flexibility within a policy framework is 
key!
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Current and 
Future Needs of 
the ENG 
Research 
Community
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Needs during the pandemic

Needs at the end of the pandemic

• Restart research, education, facilities, etc.

Special considerations

• Different institutions
• Various investigators and students
• Equipment, tools and facilities
• Research areas and fields

Research directions

• Emerging areas
• International collaborations

Other questions for NSF to answer 
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