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American Recovery & Reinvestment ActAmerican Recovery & Reinvestment Act
Signed into law by President Obama on February 

17th, 2009
“This investment will ignite our imagination once more, spurring 
new discoveries and breakthroughs that will make our economy 
stronger, our nation more secure and our planet safer for our 
children “children.

The $3B provided to NSF will go directly:
Into the hands of the nation’s best and
brightest researchers at the forefront ofbrightest researchers at the forefront of
promising discoveries;
To deserving graduate students at the

t t f th i dstart of their careers; and
To developing advanced scientific tools
infrastructure that will be broadly 

il bl h h iavailable to the research community.
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American Recovery & Reinvestment Act
Reporting  and Accountability Requirements

OMB expectations for accountability & 
transparency for agencies and recipients
Higher scrutiny from: 

Administration;
Congress;
Public;
Recovery Act Accountability & 
T B d dTransparency Board; and
NSF Office of the Inspector 
G l (OIG)General  (OIG)
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NSF ARRA Implementation
Reporting  and Accountability Requirements  and 

Special Award Conditions:
Awards identify funding coming from ARRA and should 
be considered as one-time funding.
Within 10 days following the end of each quarter theWithin 10 days following the end of each quarter, the 
recipient must report in accordance with Section 1512c of 
the Act.  
F d t b t l t k d d it dFunds must be separately tracked and monitored 
independently of non-ARRA funding.
NSF will monitor ARRA funds, and, if, after 12 months, no 
allowable expenditures have been incurred, NSF will 
consider reducing or terminating the award and 
reallocating the funds.
Separate award terms and conditions apply for 
fellowships to individuals.
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NSF ARRA Reporting
Each NSF award  that includes funds provided by the 

Recovery Act will require the recipient to submit 
quarterly reports to a central Federal websitequarterly reports to a central Federal website 
(www.FederalReporting.gov).  There are 3 options for 
submission of the reports:
1) Online data entry in a Web browser;1) Online data entry in a Web browser;
2) Excel spreadsheet; or
3) Custom software system extract in XML.
Government-wide guidance for carrying out these 

reporting requirements was issued by OMB on June 22, 
2009 and is available electronically on2009, and is available electronically on 
www.recovery.gov.    
Section V of this guidance specifically addresses job 

creation estimates b recipientscreation estimates by recipients. 
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ARRA Reporting Requirements
Federal Funding Agency
Award identification 
Recipient D-U-N-S

Quarterly activities/project 
description 
Project description and status Recipient D U N S 

Parent D-U-N-S 
Recipient CCR information 

j p
Job narrative and number of 
jobs created/retained
Infrastructure expenditures andCFDA number 

Recipient Congressional 
District

Infrastructure expenditures and 
rationale, if applicable 
Recipient primary place of District

Recipient account number 
Project/grant period 

performance 
Recipient area of benefit 
Recipient officer names and

Award type, date, description, 
& award amount 
Total Federal Amount of ARRA

Recipient officer names and 
compensation (Top 5) 
Total number and amount of 
small sub awards; less thanTotal Federal Amount of ARRA 

expenditures
Activity Code

small sub-awards; less than 
$25,000 
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NSF – Recipient Reporting Website

Registration with 
FederalReporting.gov
OMB Guidance
NSF Guidance
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NSF Recipient Reporting Instructions

Crosswalk of data 
elements provided
by OMBby OMB
Assists NSF in 
reviewing reports
Research.gov –
Research 
Spending & p g
Results
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ARRA Recipient Help Sheet
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Sample Quarterly Report
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Agency Responsibilities
Agencies will conduct data quality reviews of submitted reports.  
The purpose of such reviews is to identify and avoid “material 
omissions and significant reporting errors” by grantees.  The g p g y g
primary focus of the review is on reported data that could lead to 
the public being mislead about the purpose, intent, and scope of 
award.

Agencies are required to classify submitted reports using the 
following 3 categories:

Not reviewed by agency;Not reviewed by agency;
Reviewed by agency, no material omissions or significant 
reporting error identified; and
Reviewed by agency material omissions or significantReviewed by agency, material omissions or significant 
reporting errors identified.  

Agencies are required to continuously evaluate recipient andAgencies are required to continuously evaluate recipient and 
subrecipient efforts to meet Section 1512 requirements as well 
as the requirements of the OMB implementing guidance.  
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Components of NSF’s Data Quality 
Process

Conduct 
Outreach 

and Training

Review 
Recipient 
Reports

Incorporate 
into Risk 

Assessment ReportsAssessment

Notify 
Awardees

Assess 
Compliance AwardeesCompliance
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Recipient Report Review MechanismsRecipient Report Review Mechanisms
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Percentage of ARRA Awards



ARRA questions also may be directed to the 
Policy Office/DIAS at: policy@nsf.gov
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