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Where in NSF might my research be supported?

www.nsf.gov



http://www.nsf.gov/funding/research_edu_community.jsp


Types of proposals and submissions
• Solicited vs. unsolicited proposals

– Solicitation is a document describing program
– Unsolicited programs include “core programs,” 

such as those in DEB, IOS, and MCB clusters
• Dear Colleague Letters (DCLs)

– Usually announce a new funding opportunity or 
program emphasis

• Deadlines vs. Target Dates
– Firm vs. flexible
– No deadlines for some proposals (small grants, 

workshops)













WHAT’S NEW ?
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Preliminary Proposal Format
• Cover sheet

– Title must begin with “IOS Preliminary Proposal:”

– Apply to Solicitation NSF 11‐572 (IOS) / 573 DEB and not 
the GPG!!

– Check Pre‐Proposal Checkbox

– Enter $2 for amount requested (No budget is required)

• Project Summary Page 

• Project Description (5 Pages Total):
– Personnel Page (PI, co‐PIs, Senior Personnel)

– Project Narrative limited to 4 pages

• Biographical Sketches (No COI Information)

• References Cited (3 pages)

• Combined Conflict of Interest Spreadsheet (Single copy document)

• Appendices or other supplementary documents are NOT allowed





Full Proposals



Overarching Hypothesis
Hypothesis/ Rationale
Experimental Design

Expected Results
Alt. Hypotheses

Unique Training

Dissemination

Outreach 

Scientific 
Merit

Broader 
Impacts

Assessment Tools

http://www.nsf.gov/funding/research_edu_community.jsp


Research
TRA ORMATIVE

• Challenges conventional wisdom
• Leads to unexpected insights that enable 

new techniques or methodologies
• Redefines the boundaries of science, 

engineering, or education.

Potentially



CREATIV
Creative Research Awards for Transformative 

Interdisciplinary Ventures

• A pilot grant award mechanism for FY2012

• PART OF INSPIRE for FY 2012

• Announced to the community on Tuesday, Nov. 8, by Dear 
Colleague Letter NSF 12-011

• In a nutshell:
– Only internal merit review is required
– Proposals must be interdisciplinary & potentially transformative
– Maximum award size:  $1,000,000
– Maximum award duration:  5 years



Scope of CREATIV
• Any NSF‐supported area of research

• Submission for FY 2012 any time 12/1/2011 – 6/15/2012

• Typically for an individual PI or a small team

• Maximum duration:  5 years

• Must be supported by at least 2 intellectually distinct NSF 
divisions or programs:
– For 2 programs:  maximum award  $800,000
– For 3 or more programs:  maximum award  $1,000,000

• PI must have Program Directors’ authorizations in order to 
submit a proposal



CREATIV review criteria
Standard NSB‐approved criteria of 
intellectual merit and broader impacts:

– Intellectual merit, interdisciplinary

– Intellectual merit, potentially transformative

–Broader impacts:  In line with NSF strategic goal 
to innovate for society in the 2011‐2016 NSF 
strategic plan, unusual promise for societal 
benefit is highly valued



Supplements to ongoing awards

•Research Opportunity Award (ROA)
– for faculty at PUIs to participate in NSF‐supported projects

• Research Experiences for Undergraduates (REU)
– supports undergraduate student researchers

• Research Apprenticeship for High School (RAHSS)
– supports HS student training in research

• Research Experiences for Teachers (RET) 
– builds long term collaborative relationships between K‐12 science 
teachers and the NSF research community

28



•New opportunities – www.nsf.gov

• BIO Program Directors –
www.nsf.gov/about/career_opps/rotators/

• Program Solicitations / Dear Colleague 
Letters

•Proposal & Award Policies & Procedures 
Guide

http://www.nsf.gov/


What’s a 
ROTATOR ?
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