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Primary Goals of Integration ProcessPrimary Goals of Integration Process

NSFNSF’’s  Grants.gov Proposal Integration s  Grants.gov Proposal Integration 
provides a seamless process which:provides a seamless process which:

Electronically downloads submitted Electronically downloads submitted 
application packages to NSF from application packages to NSF from 
Grants.gov and Grants.gov and 

Inserts the data to FastLaneInserts the data to FastLane

Proposal submitted via Grants.gov will Proposal submitted via Grants.gov will 
look the same as a proposal submitted look the same as a proposal submitted 
via FastLane to programs and reviewersvia FastLane to programs and reviewers



NSF Grants.gov Application GuideNSF Grants.gov Application Guide
Intended to serve as Intended to serve as 
the primary document the primary document 
for use in preparation for use in preparation 
of NSF applications of NSF applications 
via Grants.govvia Grants.gov
Includes stepIncludes step--byby--step step 
instructions for instructions for 
completion of each of completion of each of 
the SF 424 (R&R) the SF 424 (R&R) 
forms as well as the forms as well as the 
NSF specific formsNSF specific forms
Provides specific Provides specific 
instructions for instructions for 
inclusion and inclusion and 
conversion of pdf filesconversion of pdf files



Submitting an Application to Submitting an Application to 
NSF through Grants.govNSF through Grants.gov

* Applicant or Researcher

1. Applicant* 
navigates to 
Grants.gov website

2. Applicant searches 
for program 
announcements

3. Applicant finds a 
program announcement 
and downloads 
application package 
(PureEdge forms) and 
instructions

4. Applicant 
completes application 
package

5. AOR submits 
application 
package to 
Grants.gov

7. NSF downloads submitted 
application packages and 
validates and inserts the 
information into FastLane

6,8. Confirmations 
are sent by both 
Grants.gov and NSF



SF 424 (R&R) SF 424 (R&R) 
ComponentsComponents

Cover, Pages 1 and 2 Cover, Pages 1 and 2 –– (Includes (Includes 
certification and assurance language)certification and assurance language)
Research and Related Research and Related 
Project/Performance Site Location(s)Project/Performance Site Location(s)
Research and Related Other Project Research and Related Other Project 
InformationInformation
Research and Related Senior/Key Person Research and Related Senior/Key Person 
Profile(s)Profile(s)
Research and Related Personal Data Research and Related Personal Data 
(PD/PI and co(PD/PI and co--PD/PI only)PD/PI only)
Research and Related BudgetResearch and Related Budget































Any More Forms?Any More Forms?
NSF Mandatory FormsNSF Mandatory Forms

NSF Cover PageNSF Cover Page
NSF NSF CheckListCheckList

NSF Optional FormsNSF Optional Forms
NSF Deviation AuthorizationNSF Deviation Authorization
NSF Suggested ReviewersNSF Suggested Reviewers
NSF FastLane System RegistrationNSF FastLane System Registration

Coming SoonComing Soon……
Biological Sciences Classification FormBiological Sciences Classification Form
Division of Undergraduate Education Division of Undergraduate Education 















NSF NSF Grants.govGrants.gov
Lessons Learned in 06Lessons Learned in 06

NSF has receivedNSF has received just over 559just over 559 application application 
submissions through submissions through Grants.govGrants.gov since June 2005.  since June 2005.  
This count includes applications submitted to:This count includes applications submitted to:

Four programs requiring Four programs requiring submission submission 
through through Grants.govGrants.gov; and ; and 
171171 programs to date where submission programs to date where submission 
through through Grants.govGrants.gov was was optionaloptional..

When submission through When submission through Grants.govGrants.gov was an was an 
option, option, 1%1% of the applicants chose to submit of the applicants chose to submit 
through through Grants.govGrants.gov. . 



NSF NSF Grants.govGrants.gov
Lessons Learned in 06Lessons Learned in 06

Of the 559 submissions, 301 applications were Of the 559 submissions, 301 applications were 
successfully inserted into successfully inserted into FastLaneFastLane ((54% 54% 
success ratesuccess rate).  ).  
The 258 applications or 46 percent of The 258 applications or 46 percent of 
applications that were not successful required applications that were not successful required 
the applicant to correct problems and resubmit.  the applicant to correct problems and resubmit.  



Major Problems EncounteredMajor Problems Encountered

Applicants submitting applications with Applicants submitting applications with 
attachments that are not in PDF. attachments that are not in PDF. 
The PI or CoThe PI or Co--PI typed their name differently in PI typed their name differently in 
various portions of the application and the various portions of the application and the 
software could not tell if this was the same or software could not tell if this was the same or 
another individual.another individual.
Problems with registrationProblems with registration



Major Problems Encountered Major Problems Encountered 
ContCont’’dd

Mac and UNIX issuesMac and UNIX issues
Applicants had varying success in submitting Applicants had varying success in submitting 
proposals, some taking as many as four proposals, some taking as many as four 
attempts before successful insertion into attempts before successful insertion into 
FastLaneFastLane..



NSF Implementation in 2007NSF Implementation in 2007

By close of FY 2006, 80% of NSF funding By close of FY 2006, 80% of NSF funding 
opportunities had been posted in opportunities had been posted in 
Grants.govGrants.gov ApplyApply
Those programs designated required in 06 Those programs designated required in 06 
will remain required in 07will remain required in 07



NSF Grants.gov Required in 2007NSF Grants.gov Required in 2007

Antarctic Artists and Writers (OPP)Antarctic Artists and Writers (OPP)
Scientific Computing Research Environments for Scientific Computing Research Environments for 
the Mathematical Sciences (MPS)the Mathematical Sciences (MPS)
Living Stock Collections (BIO)Living Stock Collections (BIO)
Advanced Learning Technologies (CISE)Advanced Learning Technologies (CISE)
CEDAR, GEM, and SHINE Postdoctoral Research CEDAR, GEM, and SHINE Postdoctoral Research 
(GEO)(GEO)
Research in Disability Education (EHR)Research in Disability Education (EHR)
Infrastructure Materials Applications and Infrastructure Materials Applications and 
Structural Mechanics (ENG)Structural Mechanics (ENG)
Geography and Regional Science (SBE)Geography and Regional Science (SBE)



NSF Implementation in 2007NSF Implementation in 2007
ContCont’’dd

Unless otherwise specified, optional Unless otherwise specified, optional 
submission for the vast majority of NSFsubmission for the vast majority of NSF
programsprograms
Will not be used until a Will not be used until a Grants.govGrants.gov
solution has been developed, for:solution has been developed, for:

Separately submitted collaborative Separately submitted collaborative 
proposalsproposals
Fellowship programs that require Fellowship programs that require 
submission of reference letterssubmission of reference letters



And, as a reminderAnd, as a reminder……..

NSF also does NSF also does notnot accept applications accept applications 
through Grants.gov for:through Grants.gov for:

Submission of Letters of Intent and Submission of Letters of Intent and 
Preliminary ProposalsPreliminary Proposals
Changed/Corrected ApplicationsChanged/Corrected Applications
RevisionsRevisions
ContinuationsContinuations
Supplemental Funding RequestsSupplemental Funding Requests



Words to Live ByWords to Live By……..

File attachments must be in File attachments must be in pdfpdf
Check to ensure the program is not on the  Check to ensure the program is not on the  
mandatory submission list!!mandatory submission list!!
Check the institutional names used!Check the institutional names used!
Use the Checklist!Use the Checklist!
Read the Read the Grants.govGrants.gov Application GuideApplication Guide
Follow any special instruction in the Follow any special instruction in the 
funding opportunityfunding opportunity
Allow extra time for editing!!!Allow extra time for editing!!!




