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ARRA: Transparency and

Accountability Requirements

 The OMB expectation is for a high level of
accountability and transparency from both
agencies and recipients.

e Higher scrutiny from:
— Administration
— Congress
— Public

— Recovery Act Accountabllity & Transparency
Board

— NSF Office of the Inspector General (OIG)



NSF ARRA Implementation

 Reporting and Accountability Requirements & Special
Award Conditions:

— Awards identify funding coming from ARRA and
should be considered as one-time funding.

— Within 10 days following the end of each quarter, the
recipient must report in accordance with Section
1512c of the Act.

« Exemptions from reporting include awards to
individuals & awards less than $25,000

— Funds must be separatel\ﬁtracked and monitored
iIndependently of non-ARRA funding.

— NSF will monitor ARRA funds, and, if, after 12 months,
no allowable expenditures have been incurred, NSF
will consider reducing or terminating the award and
reallocating the funds.



In-bound Recipient Reporting

(FederalReporting.Gov) Timeline and Activities
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ARRA Recipient Reporting

Each NSF award that includes ARRA funding requires the
recipient to submit quarterly reports to a central Federal
website.

Results
communicated to
recipients through

federalreporting.gov

Quarterly Federal Data Quality Review:

 Non Reporting and SPO to make
Stage 1 Omissions changes
g
(1-30 days) - significant Errors
Results
' Automated Data Checks .
Stage 2 * Program Officer Reviews comm.ur_nc?t?d 19
(30 — 60 * Federal Financial Report B o SR

improve next
guarter reporting

days)



NSF’s Stage 1 Review
Process

“Non-Compliant” Awards

— A list of non-reporting awards and recipients Is sent to
OMB, Recovery Act Board and our OIG.

— Two time non-reporters are receiving high scrutiny

Reported data Is screened to identify
significant reporting errors. Fields

reviewed are in 5 data elements:
— Award Number — Number of Jobs

— Amount of Award — Total Amount of ARRA
— Recipient Name/DUNS Expenditure



NSF Stage 2 Review Process .

Agencies are required to continuously evaluate
recipients for compliance with ARRA Section 1512
requirements and the requirements of the OMB
Implementing guidance.

Data Screening - Reported data is screened for “Major
2-" and “Minor” Issues (31 items)

Sampling PO review - A statistical sample of reports
will be selected to review fields that cannot be
reviewed through screening. Fields include: Award
Title, Award Description, Quarterly Activities/Project
Description, and Description of Jobs Created

Expenditure check - Reported expenditure data is
compared against FFR submission for that quarter.

Recipient notified at end of quarter via e-mail to make
corrections next quarter



ARRA Recipient Reporting: First
Quarter Results
* NSF ARRA Reporting 98%!

e Total of 107 out of 4,502 awards did not
report

— 107 awards at 87 institutions

 No Uncorrected Significant Errors

—All errors noted by NSF on
Federalreporting.gov were corrected by 29™,



ARRA Recipient Reporting:
Second Quarter Results

Communicated reminder to report; recipients that
did not report received three reminders in January
2010

Due date extended from January 10t to 22d
Federal Review January 24t to 29t

NSF ARRA Reporting 99.6%!

Total of 15 out of 4,535 awards did not report

— 15 out of 820 institutions

Less than .1% Uncorrected Significant Errors (5)
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ARRA Recipient Reporting:

Guidance Changes

M- 10-08 dated 12/18/09 * Updated
Guidance on ARRA — Data Quality, Non
Reporting Recipients and Reporting of
Jobs Estimates.”

— More prescriptive federal data quality
guidelines

— Job estimates

= Change to quarterly reporting

= Definition change — report jobs created/retained
that were funded with ARRA funds that quarter
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ARRA Recipient Reporting:
Frequent Issues & Errors

 Most Frequent Issues:

— Incorrect Data that cause federal agencies to not receive
your report - Award Number, Agency Code

— Submission issues — registration, draft
— Duplicate reporting
 Top 4 Errors
— Award Number
— Award Date
— Treasury Account Symbol
— Expenditure Amount

* Don’t change prior quarters — fix
prospectively unless a significant error.
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ARRA Reporting Requirements —

99 data elements

Federal Funding Agency
Award identification
Recipient D-U-N-S
Recipient CCR information
CFDA number

Recipient Congressional
District

Recipient account number
Project/grant period
Treasury Accounting Symbol

Award type, date, description,
& award amount

Total Federal Amount of
ARRA expenditures

Quarterly activities/project
description

Project description and status

Job narrative and number of jobs
created/retained

Infrastructure expenditures and
rationale, if applicable

Recipient primary place of
performance

Recipient area of benefit

Recipient officer names and
compensation (Top 5)
Total number and amount of small
sub-awards; less than $25,000
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NSF Recipient Reporting Website

% National Science Foundation ey |

HOME | FUNDING | AWARDS | DISCOVERIES | NEWS | PUBLICATIONS | STATISTICS | ABOUT | FastLane

Recovery Act Recipient Reporting Information

In accordance with Section 1512 of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRAY, all awards funded by
ARRA require quarterly reparting through FederalReporting.qov. This repaorting system was developed to serve as a central
tool that will be used by recipients to transmit information on projects and activities funded by ARRA. This tool will be used
far recipient reporting anly, however, reports and information submitted through FederalReporting.goy will be made
available to the public on the Recovery.gov website to achieve an unprecedented level of transparency into how Federal
funds are spent,

ARRA RECIPIENT REPODRTING REQUIREMENTS

Section 1512 requires awardees to subrit a quarterly report no later than 10 calendar days after each calendar quarter in
which the recipient receives the award (Jan 10, April 10, July 10, and ©ct 10%, Reports are cumulative each quarter and
include informmation such as the award number, award amount, award description, primary place of perfarmance, project
status, and number of jobs created/retained.

REGISTRATION WITH FEDERALREPORTING.GOY

Recipients must be registered as authorized parties prior to submitting reports on FederalReporting.gov, The registration
function will be available no later than August 17, 2009, Thereafter, prime recipients, delegated sub-recipients and Federal
agencies can register on the website, Since prime recipients must be registered in the Central Contractor Registration
{CCR) database, and all reporting entities must have a DUNS number, reporting recipients who do not already meet these
requirements should take immediate steps to prepare for reqgistration, Registration ocours only once, prior to the first
reparting cycle.

OMB GUIDANCE

On December 18, 2009, OMB issued "Updated Guidance on the American Recovery and Reinvestrment Act - Data Quality,
Mon-Reporting Recipients, and Reporting of Job Estimates" {M-10-08), This updated guidance incorporates lessons learned
frarn the first reporting period under the Recavery Act, and includes further instructions for recipients to repart job
estimates on a quarterly, rather than a curmulative basis, On June 22, 2009, OMB issued “Implementing Guidance for the
Reports on Use of Funds Pursuant to the American Recovery and Reinvestment sct of 2009” {M-09-21) . The document
provides government-wide quidance for carrying out the reporting requiremnents included in Section 1512 of the American

e Registration with
FederalReporting.
gov

e OMB Guidance
e NSF Guidance

 http://nsf.qgov/re
covery/reportin

g.1SP
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NSF Recipient Reporting
Instructions

e Crosswalk of
data elements
provided by
OMB

e Assists NSF In

National Science Foundation (NSF)
American Recovery & Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA)

Recipient Quarterly Reporting Instructions
September 28, 2009 — changes are identified in

The following information is provided to assist NSF recipients in conzistent and quality data quarterty reporting under ARRA. This chart provides a crozs-walk of the data elementz
listed in the Recipient Reporting Data Madel issued by OMB in the Final Production Release v.3.0. Guidance. The data model, however, has been modified to include only thoss
data elements that are applicable to NSF assistance awards. In an effort to ensure data quality and to assist recipients in reporting accurate data for ARRA quarterty reports, NSF iz
providing additional information, where appropriate, for use by the recipient.  Following this addifional guidance will assist NSF in reviewing recipient reports.  Ag new information
becomes available, this document will be updated accordingly.

Many of the data elements that are required fo be submitted in the quarterly recipient reports can be found on Research.gov, (wew Ressarch gov) uging the Ressarch Spending
and Results Service. From the main page of Research gov, click the Research Spending and Results link to navigate to the search page. Type in the applicable Award 10 Mumber
into the Awardee or Award Information box and click Search. A help sheef that illustrates the location of many of the requisite responses is available for use by the recipient
community.

| Data

YYellow — Input {user provided)
Elements

Biue - System provided (e.g. CCR, Agency Code Reference Table

- - RECIPIENT DATA ELEMENTS
r e V I eW I n Data Element OMB Definition Type Max Example Comments Contral Validation Additional
(as specified in OMB Length and Business NSFGuidance,
Recipient Reporting Data Rule(s) where applicable
Model, v3.0)
1 Funding Agency Code The Federal Agencyname | string 5 6800 Federal Agency code is | April 1, 2008 Select/Enter 4800 for a
comesponding to the mandatory for Federal NSF awards.
Federal Agency Code used. Recipient Reporting. Register
Transparency
The Fundng Agency is | Act Guidance
the agency that March 30
» Research.gov —
" funds through the
ARRA funds nitial
appropriation. Reference:
R h fipsd5-2 paf
esearc -
Reference:
- NIST Special
Publication
Spending &
I ST TGN SR O The Federal Agency name | string 55 ENVIROMMENTAL | Inferred given the April 1, 2008 This field is This field will be auto-
comesponding to the PROTECTION Funding Agency Code | Federal inferred gwen | populated by
Federal Agency Code used. AGENCY Register the Funding Federa'Reporting.gov.
Transparency | Agency Code
R e S u ItS Aot Guidance provided
March 30, 2007
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ARRA Recipient Help Sheet
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AR RA Recipient Reporting

Completing Reporting Reguiremments Using
Information From Research.gow

Many of the data elements for your award that are reguired in the American Recowvery
and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) Recipient Reports can be found on Research.gow,
using the Research Spending and Results Service.

link to navigate to the search page.

The Research Spending and Results service can be found at www.research.gow.

o= SRS i Boyon

From the main page of Research.gow, click the Research Spending and Results

Type in your Avward 1D Mamber imto
the Awvwardee or Avvward Information
box and click Search

. L

Get Wowur Informatiom

Informa rleel:l 10 complete your ARRA Rec
and Results’ Detal age Tor your award .
Pardes GuRanee doeurment

Nt Report will be
The numbers isted below correspond to data elements listed in the

available in the Research Spending

Research Spending and Results Detail

-
-

Primany Program
Source

Program Source (TAS)

Federal fSaward 1D
rMNumber
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DUNS 1D

Recipient DUNS
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CGFEDA NMumber

CSFEDWA MNumber
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Recipient Cong. District

Transacton TyDe

Aoward Type

Ao ard Date

Avward Date

ADnstract at Time of
Pore ard

Avward Description

Poreard Tithe or
Drescripticmn

Project Mame or Proj/
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Date

Armount of Awward

Street

Primany Place of
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SEC 7008: Postdoctoral Research
Fellows

e “Mentoring - The Director shall require that all grant
applications that include funding to support
postdoctoral researchers include a description of the
mentoring activities that will be provided for such
Individuals, and shall ensure that this part of the
application is evaluated under the Foundation's
broader impacts merit review criterion. Mentoring
activities may include career counseling, training in
preparing grant applications, guidance on ways to
Improve teaching skills, and training in research ethics.

* Reports - The Director shall require that annual reports
and the final report for research grants that include
funding to support postdoctoral researchers include a
description of the mentoring activities provided to such
researchers.”



SEC 7008: Postdoctoral Research
Fellows

NSF Implementation:

e Each proposal that contains postdoctoral
researchers must include, as a supplementary
document, a description of the mentoring activities
that will be provided for such individuals. The
mentoring plan must not exceed one page.

e This one-page limitation also is applied to
proposals with subawards, and, separately
submitted collaborative proposals.

 The Return without Review section and the
Proposal Preparation Checklist emphasize that
proposals that do not describe mentoring activities
provided to postdoctoral researchers will be
returned without review.



SEC 7009: Responsible Conduct .
of Research o

“The Director shall require that each institution that
applies for financial assistance from the
Foundation for science and engineering research
or education describe in its grant proposal a plan
to provide appropriate training and oversight in the
responsible and ethical conduct of research to
undergraduate students, graduate students, and
postdoctoral researchers participating in the
proposed research project.”




SEC 7009: Responsible Conduct

of Research

e Implementation Plan:

— While training plans are not required to be included In
proposals submitted, institutions are advised that they are
subject to review upon request.

— NSF modified its standard award conditions to clearly
stipulate that institutions are responsible for verifying that
undergraduate students, graduate students, and
postdoctoral researchers supported by NSF to conduct
research have received RCR training.

— NSF will support the development of an on-line digital
library containing research findings, pedagogical materials,
and promising practices regarding the ethical and
responsible conduct of research.



SEC 7009: Responsible Conduct
of Research — Status Update

 Formally implemented the RCR requirement in
the revised Proposal & Award Policies &
Procedures Guide (NSF 10-1)

« Effective for proposals submitted, or due, on or
after January 4, 2010

* Applicable Sections in the GPG and the AAG
updated

» Certification Screen in FastLane has been
revised to incorporate the RCR Certification
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of Research — Status Update

e Funded on-line resources

— NSF Award 0936857, PI: Fountain, University of
Massachusetts,
Ambherst. http://www.umass.edu/sts/digitallibrary/

— NSF Award 0936865, PI: Hollander, National Academy of
Sciences. http://www.onlineethics.org/CMS/about/UserGui

TIIr
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de/18848.aspx
« RCR Page on the NSF Policy Website
— http://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/rcr.isp
* Federal Register Notices

 NSF Implementation
e FAQs




SEC 7010: Reporting of
Research Results i

e Section 7010 requires that all final project reports
and citations of published research documents
resulting from research funded, in whole or in
part, by the Foundation, are made available to
the public in a timely manner and in electronic
form through the Foundation's Website.



SEC 7010: Reporting of
Research Results

 The new report will be prepared and submitted via
Research.gov. Pls will be required to prepare a
summary — specifically for the public — on the nature
and outcomes of the award.

* Implemented via revisions to the NSF Agency

Specific Requirements to the standard Grant
Conditions

o Effective January 4, 2010, new awards and funding
Increments to existing awards incorporate the new
requirement.



Project Outcomes Reporting Tool on
Research.gov
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Prepare Reports
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Section 7013: Cost Sharing

ooooooooooo
aaaaaaaaaa
aaaaaaaaaa
TIIr

sscssBnE

« NSB Cost Sharing
Report

 ACA directed NSB to
evaluate decision to
eliminate cost sharing

e This iIs the second
report issued by the
NSB which contains a Investing In fhe Future
comprehensive set of B Ponehl worien Hireesiy
recommendations to
be addressed.

SCIENCE BOARD

MATIONAL

Pl




ACA: For More Information
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See: 15
http://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub summ.|jsp?ods key=papp

Look for further developments
In the Proposal & Award
Policies & Procedures Guide
(PAPPG) as ACA s
Implemented.

T I

.......
TIITITIY

nnnnnnnnnnn



;;;;;;;;

ooooooooooo
aaaaaaaaaa
aaaaaaaaaa
TIIr
sescReBORee

For More Information....

Ask Early, Ask Often

www.nsf.gov/staff

www.nsf.gov/staff/orglist.jsp




