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Topics CoveredTopics Covered

American Recovery & Reinvestment Act (ARRA)American Recovery & Reinvestment Act (ARRA)
NSF Award Conditions & Recipient Reporting BasicsNSF Award Conditions & Recipient Reporting BasicsNSF Award Conditions & Recipient Reporting BasicsNSF Award Conditions & Recipient Reporting Basics

America COMPETES Act (ACA)America COMPETES Act (ACA)America COMPETES Act (ACA)America COMPETES Act (ACA)
Mentoring for Postdoctoral Researchers (Section Mentoring for Postdoctoral Researchers (Section 
7008)7008)
Responsible Conduct of  Research (Section 7009)Responsible Conduct of  Research (Section 7009)
Reporting of Research Results (Section 7010)Reporting of Research Results (Section 7010)
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NSF Award Conditions NSF Award Conditions 
& Recipient Reporting& Recipient Reporting& Recipient Reporting & Recipient Reporting 
BasicsBasics
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NSF ARRA Implementation
Reporting  and Reporting  and Accountability Requirements & Accountability Requirements & 

Special Special Award Conditions:Award Conditions:
Awards Awards identify identify funding funding coming from ARRA and should coming from ARRA and should 
be considered as onebe considered as one--time time funding.funding.
Within 10 days following the end of each quarter theWithin 10 days following the end of each quarter theWithin 10 days following the end of each quarter, the Within 10 days following the end of each quarter, the 
recipient must report in accordance with Section 1512c of recipient must report in accordance with Section 1512c of 
the Act.  the Act.  
☼☼Exemptions from reporting include awards to individuals &Exemptions from reporting include awards to individuals &☼☼Exemptions from reporting include awards to individuals & Exemptions from reporting include awards to individuals & 

awards less than $25,000awards less than $25,000
Funds must be separately tracked and monitored Funds must be separately tracked and monitored 
independently of nonindependently of non ARRA fundingARRA fundingindependently of nonindependently of non--ARRA funding.ARRA funding.
NSF will monitor ARRA funds, and, if, after 12 months, no NSF will monitor ARRA funds, and, if, after 12 months, no 
allowable expenditures have been incurred, NSF will allowable expenditures have been incurred, NSF will 
consider reducing or terminating the award and consider reducing or terminating the award and 
reallocating the fundsreallocating the funds..
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NSF ARRA NSF ARRA ReportingReporting
Each NSF award  that includes funds provided by the Recovery Act will 
require the recipient to submit quarterly reports to a central Federal 
website www.FederalReporting.gov by October 10th .  There are 4 
phases during the first 30 day period:phases during the first 30 day period:

• Recipient enters and submits reports• Recipient enters and submits reportsPhase I – Oct. 1st – 10th

• Recipients review and revise data• Recipients review and revise dataPhase 2 – Oct. 11th – 21st

• Agencies conduct data quality reviews and notify • Agencies conduct data quality reviews and notify 
Ph     O t   nd th g q y y

recipients of errors; recipients make corrections
g q y y

recipients of errors; recipients make correctionsPhase 3 – Oct. 22nd – 29th

Phase 4 – Oct. 30th • Reports are published on Recovery.gov• Reports are published on Recovery.gov

Agency reviews are intended to identify “material omissions and 
significant reporting errors” that would mislead the public.
OMB guidance allows agencies to define their own data quality reviewOMB guidance allows agencies to define their own data quality review 
protocol and definition of “material omissions and significant reporting 
errors”
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Agency Responsibilities Agency Responsibilities 
NSF’s Approach to Federal Data Quality ReviewNSF’s Approach to Federal Data Quality ReviewNSF s Approach to Federal Data Quality ReviewNSF s Approach to Federal Data Quality Review
NSF Recipient Reporting Tiger Team
Define severity categories

• Non Reporting = Material
Omission reported to RATB

• Major 1 = Significant error publicly 

• Minor = Awardee notified of error

• No Action = Not material or there 

D fi i t l b f NSF ti t (D t M t h

reported on FederalReporting.gov
• Major 2 = Awardee notified to 

correct next report

is not basis for evaluating data; 
optional element or populated 
element

Define screening protocol by core of NSF tiger team (Data Match, 
sampling, FFR match, No action)
Develop NSF specific reporting guidance
Initiated ongoing outreach to support recipient reporting
Develop and Implement a multi-step data review process 
Implement recipient notification process and maintain compliance database
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Integrate with NSF advanced monitoring (AMBAP) with appropriate actions



NSF’s Review Process: Days 22NSF’s Review Process: Days 22‐‐2929NSF s Review Process: Days 22NSF s Review Process: Days 22 2929

““NonNon--Reported” Awards Reported” Awards 
Recipients of these awards are notified via the website and NSFRecipients of these awards are notified via the website and NSFRecipients of these awards are notified via the website and NSF Recipients of these awards are notified via the website and NSF 
ee--mail of nonmail of non--compliancecompliance
A list of these awards and recipients is sent to the Recovery Act A list of these awards and recipients is sent to the Recovery Act 
BoardBoardBoardBoard

Reported data is screened to identify Major 1 (material omissions Reported data is screened to identify Major 1 (material omissions 
or significant reporting) errors.  3 data elements are reviewed:or significant reporting) errors.  3 data elements are reviewed:

N b f J b Th h ld ( d b d l bN b f J b Th h ld ( d b d l bNumber of Jobs: Threshold (exceeds budgetary personnel by Number of Jobs: Threshold (exceeds budgetary personnel by 
factor of 5)factor of 5)
Amount of Award: Threshold (exceeds 10%)Amount of Award: Threshold (exceeds 10%)
Total Amount of ARRA Expenditure: Threshold (exceeds award Total Amount of ARRA Expenditure: Threshold (exceeds award 
amount)amount)

The status of each report in FederalReporting.gov is manually The status of each report in FederalReporting.gov is manually 
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p p g g yp p g g y
updated to reflect either “reviewed updated to reflect either “reviewed with or withoutwith or without material material 
omissions or significant reporting errors”omissions or significant reporting errors”



NSF’s Review Process: Days 30NSF’s Review Process: Days 30‐‐9090yy

Agencies are required to continuously evaluate recipients for Agencies are required to continuously evaluate recipients for 
compliance with ARRA Section 1512 requirements and the OMBcompliance with ARRA Section 1512 requirements and the OMBcompliance with ARRA Section 1512 requirements and the OMB compliance with ARRA Section 1512 requirements and the OMB 
implementing guidance.  implementing guidance.  
Data Screening Data Screening -- Reported data is screened for “Major” and “Minor” Reported data is screened for “Major” and “Minor” 
Issues (33 items)Issues (33 items)Issues (33 items)Issues (33 items)
Sampling review Sampling review -- A manual sample pool of reports will be selected A manual sample pool of reports will be selected 
to review fields that cannot be reviewed through screeningto review fields that cannot be reviewed through screening

3 Fields include: Award Description Quarterly Activities/Project3 Fields include: Award Description Quarterly Activities/Project3 Fields include: Award Description, Quarterly Activities/Project 3 Fields include: Award Description, Quarterly Activities/Project 
Description, and Description of Jobs Created/RetainedDescription, and Description of Jobs Created/Retained
Program Officers are integral to the process in reviewing the Quarterly Program Officers are integral to the process in reviewing the Quarterly 
Activities/Project Description and Description of Jobs Created/Retained Activities/Project Description and Description of Jobs Created/Retained 
fieldsfields

Expenditure check Expenditure check -- Reported expenditure data is compared against Reported expenditure data is compared against 
FFR submission for that quarter.FFR submission for that quarter.
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ARRA Reporting Requirements ARRA Reporting Requirements ––
99 data elements99 data elements

Federal Funding AgencyFederal Funding Agency
Award identification Award identification 
R i i t DR i i t D UU NN SS

Quarterly activities/project Quarterly activities/project 
description description 
Project description and statusProject description and statusRecipient DRecipient D--UU--NN--S S 

Recipient CCR information Recipient CCR information 
CFDA number CFDA number 

Project description and status Project description and status 
Job narrative and number of jobs Job narrative and number of jobs 
created/retainedcreated/retained
I f t t dit dI f t t dit dRecipient Congressional Recipient Congressional 

DistrictDistrict
Recipient account number Recipient account number 

Infrastructure expenditures and Infrastructure expenditures and 
rationale, if applicable rationale, if applicable 
Recipient primary place of Recipient primary place of 

ff
pp

Project/grant period Project/grant period 
Treasury Accounting SymbolTreasury Accounting Symbol
Award type date description &Award type date description &

performance performance 
Recipient area of benefit Recipient area of benefit 
Recipient officer names and Recipient officer names and 

Award type, date, description, & Award type, date, description, & 
award amount award amount 
Total Federal Amount of ARRA Total Federal Amount of ARRA 
expendituresexpenditures

compensation (Top 5) compensation (Top 5) 
Total number and amount of small Total number and amount of small 
subsub--awards; less than $25,000 awards; less than $25,000 

expendituresexpenditures
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NSF Recipient Outreach ActivitiesNSF Recipient Outreach Activitiespp

NSF Recipient Reporting WebsiteNSF Recipient Reporting Websitegg
NSF Recipient Reporting Instructions, crosswalk NSF Recipient Reporting Instructions, crosswalk 

document, help sheet and Sample quarterly reportdocument, help sheet and Sample quarterly report
Direct email communication to NSF ARRA recipients Direct email communication to NSF ARRA recipients 

about reporting and to those institutions who have about reporting and to those institutions who have 
not registered on FederalReporting govnot registered on FederalReporting govnot registered on FederalReporting.govnot registered on FederalReporting.gov
Internal Outreach Internal Outreach –– Town hall meetings, FAQ’s Town hall meetings, FAQ’s 
External OutreachExternal Outreach –– discussions at Conferencesdiscussions at ConferencesExternal Outreach External Outreach –– discussions at Conferences discussions at Conferences 

(FDP, Regional Grants Conferences, NCURA, SRA, (FDP, Regional Grants Conferences, NCURA, SRA, 
SBIR, etc.)SBIR, etc.)
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NSF Recipient Reporting WebsiteNSF Recipient Reporting Website

Registration with Registration with 
FederalReporting.govFederalReporting.gov
OMB GuidanceOMB GuidanceOMB GuidanceOMB Guidance
NSF GuidanceNSF Guidance
●●http://nsf gov/recovhttp://nsf gov/recov●●http://nsf.gov/recovhttp://nsf.gov/recov

ery/reporting.jspery/reporting.jsp

13



NSF Recipient Reporting InstructionsNSF Recipient Reporting Instructions

Crosswalk of Crosswalk of 
data elements data elements 
provided by OMBprovided by OMBprovided by OMBprovided by OMB
Assists NSF in Assists NSF in 
reviewing reportsreviewing reportsreviewing reportsreviewing reports
Research.gov Research.gov ––
Research Research 
Spending & Spending & 
ResultsResults
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ARRA Recipient Help SheetARRA Recipient Help Sheet
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Sample Quarterly ReportSample Quarterly Report
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NSF Implementation ActivitiesNSF Implementation Activities
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SEC 7008 P td t l R h F llSEC 7008 P td t l R h F llSEC 7008: Postdoctoral Research FellowsSEC 7008: Postdoctoral Research Fellows
““Mentoring Mentoring -- The Director shall require that all grant The Director shall require that all grant 
applications that include funding to support postdoctoralapplications that include funding to support postdoctoralapplications that include funding to support postdoctoral applications that include funding to support postdoctoral 
researchers include a description of the mentoring activities researchers include a description of the mentoring activities 
that will be provided for such individuals, and shall ensure that will be provided for such individuals, and shall ensure 
that this part of the application is evaluated under thethat this part of the application is evaluated under thethat this part of the application is evaluated under the that this part of the application is evaluated under the 
Foundation's broader impacts merit review criterion.  Foundation's broader impacts merit review criterion.  
Mentoring activities may include career counseling, training Mentoring activities may include career counseling, training 
in preparing grant applications, guidance on ways to in preparing grant applications, guidance on ways to 
i hi kill d i i i h hii hi kill d i i i h hiimprove teaching skills, and training in research ethics.improve teaching skills, and training in research ethics.

Reports Reports -- The Director shall require that annual reports and The Director shall require that annual reports and pp q pq p
the final report for research grants that include funding to the final report for research grants that include funding to 
support postdoctoral researchers include a description of support postdoctoral researchers include a description of 
the mentoring activities provided to such researchers.”the mentoring activities provided to such researchers.”



SEC 7008: Postdoctoral Research FellowsSEC 7008: Postdoctoral Research FellowsSEC 7008: Postdoctoral Research FellowsSEC 7008: Postdoctoral Research Fellows
Section 7008 has been implemented via revisions to Section 7008 has been implemented via revisions to 

the relevant sections of the Grant Proposal Guidethe relevant sections of the Grant Proposal Guidethe relevant sections of the Grant Proposal Guide the relevant sections of the Grant Proposal Guide 
(GPG), the FastLane Project Reporting System, and (GPG), the FastLane Project Reporting System, and 
the Representative Activities of Broader Impacts the Representative Activities of Broader Impacts 
document that is posted on the NSF websitedocument that is posted on the NSF websitedocument that is posted on the NSF website.document that is posted on the NSF website.

Each proposal that contains postdoctoral researchers Each proposal that contains postdoctoral researchers 
must include, as a supplementary document, a must include, as a supplementary document, a 
d i ti f th t i ti iti th t ill bd i ti f th t i ti iti th t ill bdescription of the mentoring activities that will be description of the mentoring activities that will be 
provided for such individuals. The mentoring plan must provided for such individuals. The mentoring plan must 
not exceed one page.not exceed one page.
This oneThis one--page limitation also is applied to proposals with page limitation also is applied to proposals with 
subawardssubawards, and, separately submitted collaborative , and, separately submitted collaborative 
proposals.  proposals.  p pp p



SEC 7008: Postdoctoral Research FellowsSEC 7008: Postdoctoral Research FellowsSEC 7008: Postdoctoral Research FellowsSEC 7008: Postdoctoral Research Fellows
The Return without Review section and the Proposal The Return without Review section and the Proposal 

Preparation Checklist emphasize that proposals thatPreparation Checklist emphasize that proposals thatPreparation Checklist emphasize that proposals that Preparation Checklist emphasize that proposals that 
do not describe mentoring activities provided to do not describe mentoring activities provided to 
postdoctoral researchers postdoctoral researchers will bewill be returned without returned without 
review.review.

The FastLane project reporting format has been modifiedThe FastLane project reporting format has been modifiedThe FastLane project reporting format has been modified The FastLane project reporting format has been modified 
to inform PIs of the requirement to report on the mentoring to inform PIs of the requirement to report on the mentoring 
activities provided to postdoctoral researchers during the activities provided to postdoctoral researchers during the 
performance periodperformance periodperformance period.performance period.

This includes any postdoctoral researcher not identified in theThis includes any postdoctoral researcher not identified in the
original proposal submission!original proposal submission!



SEC 7009: Responsible Conduct of SEC 7009: Responsible Conduct of 
hhResearchResearch

“The Director shall require that each institution “The Director shall require that each institution 
that applies for financial assistance from the that applies for financial assistance from the 
Foundation for science and engineeringFoundation for science and engineeringFoundation for science and engineering Foundation for science and engineering 
research or education describe in its grant research or education describe in its grant 
proposal a plan to provide appropriate training proposal a plan to provide appropriate training 
and oversight in the responsible and ethical and oversight in the responsible and ethical 
conduct of research to undergraduate students, conduct of research to undergraduate students, 
graduate students and postdoctoral researchersgraduate students and postdoctoral researchersgraduate students, and postdoctoral researchers graduate students, and postdoctoral researchers 
participating in the proposed research project.”participating in the proposed research project.”



SEC 7009: Responsible Conduct of SEC 7009: Responsible Conduct of 
ResearchResearchResearchResearch

Implementation PlanImplementation Plan
Beginning early 2010, NSF will require that at the time Beginning early 2010, NSF will require that at the time 
of proposal submission to NSF, a proposing of proposal submission to NSF, a proposing 
institution's AOR must certify that the institution has a institution's AOR must certify that the institution has a 
plan to provide appropriate training and oversight in plan to provide appropriate training and oversight in 
the responsible and ethical conduct of research to the responsible and ethical conduct of research to 
undergraduates, graduate students, and postdoctoral undergraduates, graduate students, and postdoctoral 
researchers who will be supported by NSF to conduct researchers who will be supported by NSF to conduct 
research.research.



SEC 7009: Responsible Conduct of SEC 7009: Responsible Conduct of 
ResearchResearchResearchResearch

Implementation Plan (Cont’d):Implementation Plan (Cont’d):
While training plans are not required to be included in While training plans are not required to be included in 
proposals submitted, institutions are advised that they proposals submitted, institutions are advised that they 
are subject to review upon request. are subject to review upon request. j p qj p q
NSF will modify its standard award conditions to NSF will modify its standard award conditions to 
clearly stipulate that institutions are responsible for clearly stipulate that institutions are responsible for 
verifying that undergraduate students, graduateverifying that undergraduate students, graduateverifying that undergraduate students, graduate verifying that undergraduate students, graduate 
students, and postdoctoral researchers students, and postdoctoral researchers supported by supported by 
NSF to conduct research have received RCR training. NSF to conduct research have received RCR training. 
NSF will support the development of an onNSF will support the development of an on line digitalline digitalNSF will support the development of an onNSF will support the development of an on--line digital line digital 
library containing research findings, pedagogical library containing research findings, pedagogical 
materials, and promising practices regarding the materials, and promising practices regarding the 
ethical and responsible conduct of researchethical and responsible conduct of researchethical and responsible conduct of research.ethical and responsible conduct of research.



SEC 7009: Responsible Conduct of SEC 7009: Responsible Conduct of 
ResearchResearchResearchResearch

Federal Register Notice announcing NSF’s finalFederal Register Notice announcing NSF’s finalFederal Register Notice announcing NSF s final Federal Register Notice announcing NSF s final 
implementation published on August 20, 2009implementation published on August 20, 2009

http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2009/E9http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2009/E9--19930.htm19930.htmhttp://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2009/E9http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2009/E9 19930.htm19930.htm
Estimated implementation dates:Estimated implementation dates:

Revised Proposal & Award Policies & Procedures Revised Proposal & Award Policies & Procedures pp
Guide & Federal Register Notice:Guide & Federal Register Notice:

Issuance: October 2009Issuance: October 2009
Implementation: January 2010Implementation: January 2010Implementation: January 2010Implementation: January 2010



SEC 7010: Reporting of Research SEC 7010: Reporting of Research 
R ltR ltResultsResults

Section 7010 requires that all final project reports Section 7010 requires that all final project reports 
and citations of published research documents and citations of published research documents 
resulting from research funded in whole or in partresulting from research funded in whole or in partresulting from research funded, in whole or in part, resulting from research funded, in whole or in part, 
by the Foundation, are made available to the public by the Foundation, are made available to the public 
in a timely manner and in electronic form through the in a timely manner and in electronic form through the y gy g
Foundation's WebsiteFoundation's Website..



SEC 7010: Reporting of Research SEC 7010: Reporting of Research 
R ltR ltResultsResults

A new report will be developed in Research.gov that requires A new report will be developed in Research.gov that requires 
PIs to prepare a summaryPIs to prepare a summary –– specifically for the publicspecifically for the public –– on theon thePIs to prepare a summary PIs to prepare a summary –– specifically for the public specifically for the public –– on the on the 
nature and outcomes of the award.nature and outcomes of the award.

FastLane Project Reports system will be modified toFastLane Project Reports system will be modified toFastLane Project Reports system will be modified to FastLane Project Reports system will be modified to 
incorporate this requirement.  incorporate this requirement.  

Will be implemented via revisions to the NSF Agency SpecificWill be implemented via revisions to the NSF Agency SpecificWill be implemented via revisions to the NSF Agency Specific Will be implemented via revisions to the NSF Agency Specific 
Requirements to the Research Terms and Conditions and the Requirements to the Research Terms and Conditions and the 
Grant General ConditionsGrant General Conditions

Expected implementation: Effective January 4, 2010, new Expected implementation: Effective January 4, 2010, new 
awards and funding increments to existing awards will awards and funding increments to existing awards will 
incorporate the new requirement.incorporate the new requirement.



Section 7013 Cost SharingSection 7013 Cost SharingSection 7013: Cost SharingSection 7013: Cost Sharing
NSB Cost Sharing ReportNSB Cost Sharing Reportg pg p

ACA directed NSB to evaluate ACA directed NSB to evaluate 
decision to eliminate cost decision to eliminate cost 
sharingsharinggg
This is a second This is a second 
comprehensive report and comprehensive report and 
recommendationsrecommendations
NSF will be reviewing the NSF will be reviewing the 
recommendations over the recommendations over the 
coming weeks and developing coming weeks and developing 
an appropriate an appropriate 
implementation strategyimplementation strategy



ACA F M I f tiACA F M I f tiACA: For More InformationACA: For More Information
See: http://www nsf gov/publications/pub summ jsp?ods key=pappSee: http://www nsf gov/publications/pub summ jsp?ods key=pappSee: http://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=pappSee: http://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=papp

Look for further Look for further 
developments in the developments in the 
Proposal & Award Policies Proposal & Award Policies 
& Procedures Guide & Procedures Guide 
(PAPPG) as ACA is (PAPPG) as ACA is 
implemented.implemented.



For More For More Information….Information….

Ask EarlyAsk Early Ask OftenAsk OftenAsk EarlyAsk Early, Ask Often, Ask Often

htt // f / t ffhtt // f / t ffhttp://www.nsf.gov/staffhttp://www.nsf.gov/staff

http://www nsf gov/staff/orglist jsphttp://www nsf gov/staff/orglist jsphttp://www.nsf.gov/staff/orglist.jsphttp://www.nsf.gov/staff/orglist.jsp


