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SEC 7009: Responsible Conduct 
of Researchof Research

“The Director shall require that each institutionThe Director shall require that each institution 
that applies for financial assistance from the 
Foundation for science and engineering 

h d i d ib i iresearch or education describe in its grant 
proposal a plan to provide appropriate training 
and oversight in the responsible and ethicaland oversight in the responsible and ethical 
conduct of research to undergraduate students, 
graduate students, and postdoctoral g , p
researchers participating in the proposed 
research project.”



SEC 7009 Implementation 

Implementation:p

– Effective January 4, 2010, a proposing 
institution's AOR must certify that the institution 
has a plan to provide appropriate training and 
oversight in the responsible and ethical conductoversight in the responsible and ethical conduct 
of research to undergraduates, graduate 
students, and postdoctoral researchers who will 
be supported by NSF to conduct researchbe supported by NSF to conduct research.



NSF RCR Resources

RCR Page on the NSF Policy WebsiteRCR Page on the NSF Policy Website
– http://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/rcr.jsp

Federal Register NoticesFederal Register Notices
FAQs
International Research IntegrityInternational Research Integrity



NSF Funding of an On-line 
Ethics Resource

NSF 10-547: Ethics in Science, Mathematics, and 
E i i O li R C t (EthiEngineering Online Resource  Center (Ethics 
Resource). This competition proposed to fund one 
award to support a multidisciplinary team of researchers 
who will create an online ethics resource centerwho will create an online ethics resource center.  

The National Professional and Research Ethics Portal is 
an online resource center for ethics in sciencean online resource center for ethics in science, 
mathematics, and engineering. It will be developed by 
the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and its 
partners Howard University the National Academy ofpartners Howard University, the National Academy of 
Engineering, and Public Responsibility in Medicine and 
Research (PRIM&R). 



On-line Ethics Resource (Cont’d)
This resource center is designed to foster a broad 
conversation about professional and research ethics across a

( )

conversation about professional and research ethics across a 
range of disciplines and settings and to provide support 
resources for those studying, conveying and practicing 
research and professional ethics. p

The awardee will incorporate existing resources and a wide 
range of new, peer-reviewed materials to be developed by 
th l t d th h l f i t ti lthe proposal team and other scholars, from instructional 
modules for learners to white papers that summarize 
research and best practices in teaching ethics and 
maintaining ethics programsmaintaining ethics programs. 

The National Portal will provide comprehensive access to the 
research literature and other materials through sophisticated, 

f i dl f d t d h f ti d ill h tuser-friendly federated search functions and will host 
discussions among communities of interest.



SEC 7010: Reporting of Research 
ResultsResults

Section 7010 requires that all final projectSection 7010 requires that all final project 
reports and citations of published research 
documents resulting from research funded, in g ,
whole or in part, by the Foundation, are made 
available to the public in a timely manner and in 
electronic form through the Foundation's 
Website.



How PIs Submit PORs

2. Log-in to 
Research gov 3 View the Homepage

PIs and Co-PIs complete 
and submit their report

4a. Submit a Report
1a. Via R.gov

Log directly into 
Research.gov

Log into 
Research.gov

Research.gov

From the Research.gov 
Homepage, PIs and Co-PIs 
can:

See the Project Outcomes

3. View the Homepage

1b. Via FastLane

Login to FastLane, 
view notification and See the Project Outcomes 

Report Dashboard on home 
page

See the number and status 
of  required reports that are 
due, overdue, submitted, and 

To modify the report or 
update the record of an 

d’ t PI d

4b. Add Addenda to 
an Existing Report

1c. Via Email 
Notification

redirect to R.gov

, , ,
not yet due

Click on link to view, prepare, 
and submit reports

award’s outcomes, PIs and 
Co-PIs can add unlimited 
addenda to a report

C f

Quickly and easily 
fulfill reporting 

Receive email 
notification and 
redirect to R.gov

C

Notification

PIs and Co-
PIs log into 
Research.gov
…

View the status of 
upcoming, due, and 
submitted reports

p g
requirements using 
the customer friendly 
Project Outcomes 
Reporting tool

PIs and Co-PIs receive 
notification that they 
have a report due



Report Preparation & Submission
PIs will submit a brief (200 – 800 words of content) report 
and have the option to upload images via the new p p g
reporting tool in Research.gov. This report is in addition 
to, not in lieu of, the final project report. 

Report is posted publically to Research gov with aReport is posted publically to Research.gov with a 
disclaimer:

“The Project Outcomes Report for the General Public 
is displayed verbatim as submitted by the Principle p y y p
Investigator (PI0 for this award.  Any opinions, findings, 
and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this 
Report are those of the PI and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the National Science Foundation;reflect the views of the National Science Foundation; 
NSF has not approved or endorsed its content.”

Ability to modify a submitted report for up to 30 days after 
b i i Aft 30 d difi ti t tsubmission.  After 30 days, modifications to reports can 

be made by adding an unlimited number of addenda to 
the original report.



PI Prepares Report Using the 
POR T lPOR Tool

Cli k l dClick to upload 
images

Report should:
– Address the intellectual 

merit and broader impacts of 
the work as defined in thethe work as defined in the 
NSF merit review criteria.  

– Be brief: 200-800 words
– Be written for the lay reader

12



PI Adds Images to their Report
– PI must  have permission to 

use images g
– Maximum of 6 images can 

be uploaded

Click to browse for 
images and upload

Click ‘Save’ to add 
image to the POR



PI Previews Reportp

Click to preview 
report



Section 7013: Cost Sharingg
NSB Cost Sharing Report
– ACA directed NSB to 

evaluate decision to eliminate 
cost sharing

– This is a second 
comprehensive report which 
provides specificprovides specific 
recommendations to NSF

– NSF has made revisions to 
its existing cost sharingits existing cost sharing 
policy and has received 
clearance from OMB to 
proceed with implementationproceed with implementation 
these recommendations



NSF’s Revised Cost Sharing 
Policy

In response to statutory requirements, and, asIn response to statutory requirements, and, as 
recommended by the National Science Board, 
mandatory cost sharing has been 
i l d f h f ll iimplemented for the following programs:
– Major Research Instrumentation Program;

Robert No ce Scholarship Program– Robert Noyce Scholarship Program;
– Engineering Research Centers;
– Industry/University Cooperative Research Centers;Industry/University Cooperative Research Centers;
– Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive 

Research 
Cost sharing for these programs must be 
identified on Line M of the approved budget.



NSF’s Revised Cost Sharing 
Policy (Cont’d)Policy (Cont d)

Mandatory NSF-required programmatic cost 
sharing will rarely be approved for an NSF 
program. 

– To request consideration of mandatory programmatic 
cost sharing requirement in an NSF solicitation, the 
program must develop a compelling justification 
regarding why non-Federal financial support and 
commitment is considered foundational tocommitment is considered foundational to 
programmatic success. Such requests to require 
cost sharing must be explicitly approved by the NSF 
DirectorDirector. 



NSF’s Revised Cost Sharing 
Policy (Cont’d)Policy (Cont d) 

Inclusion of voluntary committed cost sharing will 
b hibit d i li it d & li it d lbe prohibited in solicited & unsolicited proposals.

– To be considered voluntary committed cost sharing, y g,
the cost sharing must meet all of the standards of 2 
CFR § 215.23, to include identification of cost sharing 
on the NSF budgeton the NSF budget.

– Line M will be “greyed out” in FastLane.

Organizations may, at their own discretion, 
continue to contribute any amount of voluntary 
uncommitted cost sharing to NSF sponsoreduncommitted cost sharing to NSF-sponsored 
projects.



NSF’s Revised Cost Sharing 

The Facilities Equipment & Other Resources

Policy (Cont’d) 
The Facilities, Equipment & Other Resources 
section should be used to provide a 
comprehensive description of all resources p p
(both physical and personnel) necessary for, 
and available to a project, without reference to 
cost, date of acquisition, and whether the 
resources are currently available or would be 
provided upon receipt of the grantprovided upon receipt of the grant. 



NSF’s Revised Cost Sharing g
Policy (Cont’d) 

NSF program officers may discuss the “bottom 
line” award amount with PIs, but may not 
renegotiate or impose cost sharing or otherrenegotiate or impose cost sharing or other 
organizational commitments.

NSF Program Officers may not impose or 
encourage programmatic cost sharingencourage programmatic cost sharing 
requirements.



And, as a reminder….

Per Recommendation 7 of the NSB Report, there 
is a continued expectation for grantees to continue 
the existing practice of sharing in the costs of 
faculty salaries; andfaculty salaries; and

NSF grantees remain subject to the provisions ofNSF grantees remain subject to the provisions of 
OMB M-01-06, “Clarification of OMB A-21 
Treatment of Voluntary Uncommitted Cost Sharing y g
and Tuition Remission Costs,” regarding 
requirements for committing and tracking “some 
l l” f f lt ( i h ) ff t tlevel” of faculty (or senior researcher) effort as part 
of the organized research base.



Changes to ImplementationChanges to ImplementationChanges to Implementation Changes to Implementation 
of of 

NSF’s Data Sharing PolicyNSF’s Data Sharing Policy



Data Management Plansg
NSF is making a change in the implementation of its 
existing data sharing policy.  Existing policy states NSF’s 
expectations with respect to sharing of data and otherexpectations with respect to sharing of data and other 
research products:

– Grant Conditions: “NSF expects investigators to share with other– Grant Conditions: NSF expects investigators to share with other 
researchers, at no more than incremental cost and within a 
reasonable time, the data, samples, physical collections and other 
supporting materials created or gathered in the course of the work. It 
also encourages grantees to share software and inventions oralso encourages grantees to share software and inventions or 
otherwise act to make the innovations they embody widely useful 
and usable.”

G t P l G id C t l ti i t– Grant Proposal Guide: Current proposal preparation requirements 
stipulate that the project description should provide: “…a clear 
description of experimental methods and procedures and plans for 
preservation, documentation, and sharing of data, samples, physical 

ll ti i l t i l d th l t d h dcollections, curriculum materials and other related research and 
education products.” 



New Data Management Plan 
RequirementsRequirements

All proposals are required to include, as a 
supplementary doc, a data management plan of up to 
2 pages. 
Plan should describe how the proposal will conformPlan should describe how the proposal will conform 
to NSF policy on dissemination and sharing of 
research results.
A valid Data Management Plan may include only the 
statement that no detailed plan is needed, as long a 
clear justification is provided.
Plan will be reviewed as part of the intellectual merit 
and/or broader impacts of the proposaland/or broader impacts of the proposal.



New Data Management Plan 
Requirements (Cont’d)Requirements (Cont d)

Proposers who feel that the plan cannot fit within the 
two page limit may use part of the 15 page Projecttwo page limit may use part of the 15-page Project 
Description for additional data management 
information.
Does not supersede specialized solicitation 
requirements regarding data management plans.
Data management requirements specific to the 
Directorate, Division, Office or other unit are available 
at: http://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/dmp.jspat: http://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/dmp.jsp
FastLane will not permit submission of a proposal that 
is missing a data management plan.



NSF Implementation of NSF Implementation of pp
SubawardSubaward Reporting & Reporting & 

E ti C ti D tE ti C ti D tExecutive Compensation DataExecutive Compensation Data
under FFATAunder FFATAunder FFATAunder FFATA



Subrecipient Reporting: What 
NEW reporting is required?NEW reporting is required?

Prime contract awardees of contracts $25KPrime contract awardees of contracts $25K 
or more must report associated contract 
subawards

– Data collection will be phased with all required 
contract subawards reporting by March 2011

Prime grant awardees of grants $25K or 
more must report associated grant 
subawards

Executive compensation information for p
awardees



Subrecipient Reporting: Who’s 
R ibl ?Responsible?

Agencies must report prime award information

Prime awardees must report subaward information

Important Note:  ARRA awardees are exempt from reporting this p p p g
information in FSRS!



Subrecipient Reporting: When 
Does Reporting Begin?Does Reporting Begin? 

Contracts subaward (subcontracts only) reporting 
requirement will be phased in as follows:q p

– Phase 1: Reporting subawards of prime awards valued 
greater than $20M began in July 2010g g y

– Phase 2: Reporting subawards of prime awards valued 
greater than $550K begins October 1, 2010

– Phase 3: Reporting subawards of prime awards valued p g p
at $25K or more begins March 1, 2011

Grants subaward (subgrants only) reporting is 
i d f ll d d ft O t brequired for all new awards made on or after October 

1, 2010 for all new prime grant awards $25K or more

FSRS ill b i ti t O t b 29– FSRS will begin accepting reports on October 29, 
2010



FFATA Subrecipient Reporting: 
How Do Agencies/InstitutionsHow Do Agencies/Institutions 
Report?

Agencies must report prime grant award 
information through the FAADS+

Prime grant awardees must report subaward
information through the FFATA SubAward
R ti S t (FSRS)Reporting Systems (FSRS)

Prime grant awardees must register with the 
Central Contractor Registry (CCR)

If required, prime grant awardees must reportIf required, prime grant awardees must report 
executive compensation through the CCR



Report Submission TimeframeReport Submission Timeframe

All awardees must report by p y
the end of the month following 
the month the award or 

bli ti dobligation was made

– For example, if an award is o e a p e, a a a d s
made on October 10, 2010 the 
awardee would have until 
November 30 2010 to report theNovember 30, 2010 to report the 
award – all awards made during 
October will have until 
November 30, 2010 to report



NSF ImplementationNSF Implementation
Effective October 1st:
– NSF’s standard award conditions  were modified 

to incorporate the:
R ti S b d d E tiReporting Subawards and Executive 
Compensation Award Term; and
Central Contractor Registration and Universal g
Identifier Requirements Award

– This includes:– This includes: 
NSF Agency Specific Requirements to the RTC;
GC-1;
CA-FATC; and
SBIR.



NSF ARRA UpdateNSF ARRA Update



ARRA: NSF Implementationp

Recovery Act funds were to be awarded in a timely y y
manner.  NSF made 5,023 awards totaling $3.0B 
to more than 900 institutions by September 30, 
2010.  
All grants were issued as standard grants with 
durations of up to five years.
F di f PI d hi h i k hi h tFunding of new PIs and high-risk, high-return 
research were top priorities.
Only four ARRA-specific  solicitations were O y ou spec c so c tat o s e e
released.
NSF considered proposals declined on or after 
October 1 2008 and made 318 awards from thisOctober 1, 2008, and made 318 awards from this 
pool.





NSF ARRA Reporting Results
Quarter Ending Quarter Ending 

9/30/20099/30/2009

• Recipient

Quarter Ending Quarter Ending 
12/31/200912/31/2009

• Recipient

Quarter Ending Quarter Ending 
3/31/20103/31/2010

• Recipient

Quarter Ending Quarter Ending 
6/30/20106/30/2010

• RecipientRecipient 
Reporting 
Compliance rate 
was 98%
• Total of 107 out 

of 4,502 did not 

Recipient 
Reporting 
Compliance rate 
was 99.7%
• Total of 14 out of 

4,535 did not 

Recipient 
reporting 
compliance rate 
was 99.5%
• Total of 25 out of 

4,626 awards did 

Recipient 
reporting 
compliance rate 
was 99.8%
• Total of 8 out of 

4,706 awards did ,
report

• No uncorrected 
significant errors 
and 100% 
accuracy rate

,
report

• 7 two time non-
reporters 

• One uncorrected 
significant error 

,
not report

• Only 2 two-time 
non reporters

• No uncorrected 
significant error 

,
not report

• Only 1 two-time 
non reporter

• Two uncorrected 
significant errors 

• Responded to six 
data calls from 
OMB and 
Recovery Board

g
and 99.9% 
accuracy rate

• Responded to nine 
data calls from 
OMB and 

g
and 100% 
accuracy rate

• Responded to nine 
data calls from 
OMB and 

g
and 99.6% 
accuracy rate

• Responded to six 
data calls from 
OMB and 

Recovery Board Recovery Board Recovery Board

GovernmentGovernment--wide compliance rate average of 99.5% for quarter ending 6/30wide compliance rate average of 99.5% for quarter ending 6/30



Common ARRA Reporting Errors & 
Guidance to Improve Recipient ReportingGuidance to Improve Recipient Reporting

Data Element Guidance
Award DateAward Date Enter the value from the field entitled, “Award Date” in Research.gov. The “Award Enter the value from the field entitled, “Award Date” in Research.gov. The “Award gg

Date” is the date to beDate” is the date to be entered in this field entered in this field in lieu of the Effective Date specified in the in lieu of the Effective Date specified in the 
Award Notice. This is notAward Notice. This is not the Project Start date.the Project Start date.

Award DescriptionAward Description Enter the value from the field entitled, “Abstract at Time of Award” in Research.gov.Enter the value from the field entitled, “Abstract at Time of Award” in Research.gov.
This description should offer enough information for the public to understand the scope This description should offer enough information for the public to understand the scope 
and intent of the projectand intent of the projectand intent of the project. and intent of the project. 

Award NumberAward Number Enter only the 7Enter only the 7--digit numeric value from the field entitled, “Federal Award ID Number” digit numeric value from the field entitled, “Federal Award ID Number” 
in Research.gov. For example, 0973743, 1067943. Do not include prefixes such as IIP in Research.gov. For example, 0973743, 1067943. Do not include prefixes such as IIP 
oror PHY.PHY.

Program Source TASProgram Source TAS Enter the value from the field entitled “Primary Program Source” in Research gov ” ThisEnter the value from the field entitled “Primary Program Source” in Research gov ” ThisProgram Source TAS Program Source TAS 
CodeCode

Enter the value from the field entitled Primary Program Source  in Research.gov.  This Enter the value from the field entitled Primary Program Source  in Research.gov.  This 
can only be one of three numbers: “49can only be one of three numbers: “49--0101” for “Research and Related Activities; “490101” for “Research and Related Activities; “49--
0107” for Education and Human Resources Activities; or “490107” for Education and Human Resources Activities; or “49--0552” for Major Research 0552” for Major Research 
Equipment and Facilities Construction (MREFC) Activities.Equipment and Facilities Construction (MREFC) Activities.

ProjectProject NameName Enter the value from the field entitled, “Award Title or Description” in Research.gov. Enter the value from the field entitled, “Award Title or Description” in Research.gov. jj p gp g
Please do not abbreviate the award title.Please do not abbreviate the award title.

Reported QuarterlyReported Quarterly
Activities/Project Activities/Project 
DescriptionDescription

Provide a brief summary of activities conducted to date. If no activities have been Provide a brief summary of activities conducted to date. If no activities have been 
conducted, please explain.  Responses of N/A are not valid.conducted, please explain.  Responses of N/A are not valid.

Reporting Description Reporting Description 
of Jobs Createdof Jobs Created

Provide a list of the job titles for the jobs created over the life of the project. If not jobs Provide a list of the job titles for the jobs created over the life of the project. If not jobs 
have been created, please explain. Responses of N/A are not valid.have been created, please explain. Responses of N/A are not valid.



Questions

Policy OfficePolicy Office

E-mail: policy@nsf.gov

Phone: 703 292 8243Phone: 703.292.8243


