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Research.gov 

 

 Supports the needs of institutions and researchers 

 Modernization of FastLane providing next generation grants management 

capabilities to meet the unique needs of the research community 

 Provides a menu of grants management and information services for multiple 

federal agencies in one place 

 Intuitive, easy-to-use environment to conduct business with the Federal 

Government 
 

 Increases transparency of federal research spending and 

outcomes 
 

 Provides the public, scientific community, and Congress with 

easy access to information about: 

 How federal research funds are being spent 

 What outcomes are being achieved 

 How those outcomes benefit society  
 

 Leverages government-wide standards 
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Research.gov Partnerships 

 Partnerships with the research community to identify, prioritize, and 
test services 

 

 Partnerships with other federal agencies to streamline access to 
services and information for the research community 

 

 Partnerships with federal community to leverage government-wide 
standards 

 

 Leading consortium of federal research agencies in support of  the 
Government-wide Grants Management Line of Business initiative 
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Government-wide Grants  
   “FIND” Grant Opportunities 

   “APPLY” for Grants 

NSF Community 

 NSF-oriented services for: 

 Institutions and researchers 

 

 Prepare and submit: 

 Proposals 

 Financial Transactions and Reports 

 Project Reports 

 Requests related to awards 

 

Research Community 

 Partnership of research agencies providing 
research-focused services for: 

 Institutions and Researchers 

 Key Stakeholders 

 NSF Staff/Program Staff 

 General Public  

 Mission-focused services to: 

 Plan programs 

 Accept proposals 

 Conduct merit review 

 Manage awards 

 Publish results 

 Find policies, news, and events 

 Leverages government-wide standards 

Grants Management Environment 
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Research.gov currently offers a 

menu of grantee and informational 

services in one location  

 Public-facing Information Services: 

 Research Spending & Results 

 Policy Library (Government-wide) 

 SEE Innovation  

 Research Headlines & Events 

 

 Grants Management Services: 

Reporting Services 

 Project Outcomes Report for the General Public  

 Federal Financial Reports 

 Research Performance Progress Reports (planning stage) 

Application Services 

 Grants Application Status 

 Application Submission Web Service  

Login Services 

 InCommon  

 Single Sign-On with FastLane 
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Overview of Research 

Community Services 
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InCommon Integration at Research.gov 

 NSF joined the InCommon Federation in 2009 to provide NSF’s 
research and education community easier access to online 
services using Research.gov 

 

 InCommon leverages technology developed under an NSF-
funded grant that enables researchers and sponsored programs 
offices to securely access Research.gov using their institution 
user ID and password 

 

 The InCommon Federation doubled in size during the last two 
years, now serving 146 organizations, including higher education 
institutions, U.S. government research labs and agencies, and 
commercial partners. InCommon reaches more than 3 million 
people in these organizations 
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InCommon Integration at Research.gov 

 Benefits of the InCommon integration include:  

 Simpler and easier access to online services for research and 
education community 

 The secure exchange of information and access to web-based 
resources, the capability of using the same login credentials with 
other Federal agencies, and reduced number of  user IDs and 
passwords 

 Principal Investigators (PI) and Co-PIs can directly access 
FastLane functions for proposal preparation, award management, 
and application status using their university issued user ID and 
password 

 Financial users can also access FastLane financial functions 
through InCommon 

 Coming Soon to Research.gov and InCommon:  

 In late October, Sponsored Program Offices (SPOs) will also be 
able to access FastLane Research Administration functions using 
their university issued user ID and password through InCommon  

 

 

9 



Institutions Participating in InCommon 

 Currently, 23 institutions have completed 
Research.gov/InCommon integration: 

 California Institute of Technology, Carnegie Mellon University, 
Colorado State University, Cornell University, Indiana University, 
Internet2, Johns Hopkins at Mt. Washington, Louisiana State 
University, Pennsylvania State, Texas A&M University, University 
of Arizona, University of California – Davis, University of Chicago, 
University of Cincinnati, University of Hawaii, University of Illinois 
– Urbana-Champaign, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, University 
of South Florida, University of Vermont, University of Washington, 
University of Wisconsin – Madison, and University of Wisconsin – 
Milwaukee 
 

 An additional 20 institutions are currently in the process of 
enabling integration 

 

 Email  feedback@research.gov to joining the InCommon 
Integration at Research.gov  
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Application Submission Web Services 

 Application Submission Web Services:  

 Provides award applicants with a seamless experience of 
submitting proposals via web services to Research.gov and 
Grants.gov  

 Enables SPOs and PIs to prepare and submit applications 
directly to NSF using their institutions' systems 

 Leverages institutions’ investments in system solutions and 
consistent with Grants.gov framework for system-to-system 

 Includes commercial or custom-built solutions with the 
capability to submit applications via web services 

 Lays the groundwork for further leveraging these investments for 
other key functions, such as post-award management (e.g., 
financial and project reporting) 
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The Federal Financial Report 

 The Federal Financial Report (FFR) is an online service that allows 
organizations to prepare and submit the government-wide standard 
financial report to NSF 

 

 NSF will completely transition FFR Preparers and Certifiers from 
FastLane to Research.gov next calendar year 

 

 If FFR Preparers and Certifiers complete additional financial 
functions (such as cash requests) through FastLane, they will have 
seamless access to FastLane through Research.gov 

 

 FastLane financial users are able to access all FastLane functions 
through Research.gov via single sign-on 
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 Navigate easily through user-friendly financial management forms with 
the FFR service on Research.gov 

 With the FFR service on Research.gov, organizations can: 

 Submit multi- and single-award financial reports using the new stand 
government-wide form 

 Adjust financially closed awards 

 Access web-based forms prepopulated with organization and grant 
information 

 Download and upload information in Microsoft Excel format 

The Federal Financial Report  

box 
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Project Outcomes Report for the General Public 

 America COMPETES Act requirement specific to NSF 
 

 Report serves as a brief summary prepared by the PI specifically for 

the public, describing the nature and outcomes of the project 
 

 Effective for new awards/funding increments to existing awards made 

on or after January 4, 2010 
 

 

 Required in addition to final project reports which will continue to go 

through FastLane 
 

 Will not be reviewed or approved by NSF and will be posted for public 

with other award information in Research.gov’s Research Spending 

and Results Service 

 

14 



Project Outcomes Report 

 

 SPOs, PIs, and co-PIs will know if a report is required and due 

 Due and Overdue e-mail notifications 

 FastLane Project Reports system 

 Research.gov Project Outcomes Report Dashboard (PIs, co-PIs) 
 

 SPOs will be able to search for Project Outcomes Reports along 

with interim, annual, and final project reports in FastLane 

 Additional training tools are available online, including:  

 Demos 

 User guides 

 Additional online instructions 
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Example of a Project Outcomes           

Report on Research Spending & Results 
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Grants Application Status 

 Grants Application Status is a grants management service that allows 
Sponsored Projects Office staff (SPOs) and Principal Investigators 
(PIs) to check the status of grant applications submitted to NSF and 
partner agencies 

 

 Grants Application Status displays all applications submitted to: 

 NSF via Grants.gov or FastLane 

 USDA/NIFA via Grants.gov since October 2006 
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Grants Application Status 

 This online service allows PIs to view status for applications on which 
they are an investigator and SPOs to view the status of all grant 
applications for their organizations submitted to participating 
agencies. With Grants Application Status you can: 

 Check on the status of applications as agencies receive and 
review them 

 View a consolidated list of grant applications submitted to NSF 
and USDA/NIFA 

 View detailed application status history from submission to review 
to decision 

 Maintain a single Login ID and password to view applications at 
multiple agencies 

 Search and sort applications by multiple fields (e.g., agency, 
tracking number, and received date) 

 View panel reviews (if applicable and you are a PI on the grant 
application) 
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Grants Application Status 

 Grant Application Status will normally be available one day after 
assignment to a Program Officer for NSF applications and up to five 
business days after the program deadline for USDA/NIFA applications 
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Overview of Public  Facing 

Services 
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Research Spending & Results – 

Search for NSF and NASA awards 

 Find detailed award information for NSF and NASA including 
publication citations, award abstracts, award recipient, award amount 
and funds obligated to date and more! 

 Search specifically for NSF Recovery Act Awards 

 Use quick or advanced search to find detailed award information by 
institution, field of science, state, congressional district, and more! 
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Policy Library 

 Find Federal and agency-specific policies, guidelines and procedures: 

– Laws 

– Regulations 

– OMB circulars 

– Agency Policies 

– Draft Policies 

– Terms & Conditions 

– FDP Repository 

– Specialized Topics 

– OSTP links 

– Science & Engineering 
Statistics 

– Other Resources 

 22 



Research Headlines and Events 

 View the latest news and highlights from agencies and the community 
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 SEE Innovation is a new, interactive public service providing access to 

robust information about the outcomes and impacts of NSF-funded 

research 

 SEE Innovation provides key information to: 

 The research community 

 Federal, state, and local policy makers 

 The general public 

 See how NSF investments 

 foster learning, discovery,  

 and breakthroughs that  

 advance the frontier of  

 knowledge and benefit  

 society 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Science, Engineering & Education 

Innovation (SEE Innovation) 

24 



 Using SEE Innovation, you can: 
 

 Learn about recent discoveries made by 

researchers across the country and identify 

potential collaborators in your area of study 
 

 View highlights to find snapshots about 

select NSF awards, with summaries 

describing the outcomes of projects 
 

 Use the interactive map to find your state’s 

total number of awards in a given fiscal 

year, total amount of funds obligated in a 

fiscal year, and recent awards and award 

abstracts 
 

 Access information from multiple resources 

in one location, reducing the need to sift 

through multiple sources 

Science, Engineering & Education 

Innovation (SEE Innovation) 
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Research.gov Now Offers 

Webinars 

26 



Research.gov Webinar Series 

 Research.gov now offers webinar trainings! 

 

 Join us at one of our next webinars: 

 Research.gov General Overview (November 16, 12:00pm – 

1:30pm) 

 Research.gov Hot Topic Webinar (January 23, 12:00pm – 

1:30pm) 

 

 If you are interested in scheduling a personalized webinar, contact us 

at feedback@research.gov  
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Research.gov Wants Your 

Feedback! 
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 The Research.gov Team is excited to participate in the following outreach 

conferences this fall: 

 NSF Regional Grants Conference Oct 17-18 

 SRA Annual Meeting Oct 22-26 

 NCURA Annual Meeting Nov 6-9 
 

 Tell us what you think: 

 Complete our online feedback  

 form 

 Take our online pop-up survey 
 

 

 

 The Research.gov team monitors feedback to determine                            

if services are meeting the research community needs,                            

to prioritize new services, and to make enhancements to existing services 

 
 

Get more information on              

Research.gov and provide feedback  
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Discover Research.gov Today! 

 
Questions or 
comments? 

E-mail us at: 

feedback@research.gov 
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