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Researchers can do business with NSF 
through a suite of services  

Government-wide grantees 
• Find grant opportunities 
• Apply for grants 

NSF Grantees 
• Prepare and submit proposals and reports 
• Assign Financial Functions Permissions 

Research Grantees  
• Support the research community with a 

modern technology platform  

Research.gov is the modernization of FastLane, providing the next 
generation of grants management capabilities for the research 

community 
 3 



Research.gov offers grants 
management services… 

Access Services 
– InCommon 
– Single Sign-on with FastLane 

Reporting Services 
– Project Outcomes Report 
–  Annual, Final, and Interim Reports  

(Research Performance Progress Rpt) 

Financial Services 
– Federal Financial Report & FFR History 
– Access to financial services: Cash Requests, 

Cash Request History, Grantee EFT Update 
and Grantee EFT Update History  

– Award Cash Management $ervice  

Application Services 
– Grants Application Status 
– Application Submission Web Services 
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Current Financial Process 



Accessing NSF Financial Functions 

Financial Functions such 
as Cash Request and EFT 
Update can 
be accessed via 
Single Sign-On 
by selecting the link 
located under NSF 
FastLane Services 
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Grantee EFT Update 
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Cash Request 
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9 

Federal Financial Report 



Canceling Appropriations 
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Public Law 101-510 requires that all 
federal agencies financially close fixed year 
appropriation accounts and cancel any 
remaining balances by September 30th of 
the 5th year after the period of availability. 

How does this affect you? 



Introduction to ACM$ 



Award Cash Management $ervice 

 
 

   
• Cash pooling   
• Federal Financial Report 
• Award level detail  on each request 
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NEW APPROACH 
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Customers access ACM$ through 
Research.gov 
ACM$ was released on January 4th to  early 
implementers, a  group comprised of 38 
research organizations. 
Starting April 2013 - Approximately 1,700 
awardee institutions will be transitioned to 
ACM$ 

 

Award Cash Management Service 
(ACM$) 



 Pilot Group included small and large organizations and  "large 
facility" organizations.    

– The 38 research organizations represent 20% of  NSF total award base 
(10,000 awards)  

– 46 institutions  ( includes 8 new awardees) have been converted.  

– As of 2/28/2013,  awardees had submitted  137  ACM$  payment 
requests totaling   $175.7 million.     

No significant issues notes.  

– All major use cases have been validated  

– 27 minor/medium fixes are pending.  None apply to service performance 
or transaction processing.   
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ACM$ Project Status 



Early Implementation List 

Organization name State Organization name State
University of Alaska Fairbanks Campus  UAF AK University of Maryland College Park MD
Alabama State AL Wayne State University MI
Arizona State University AZ Michigan State University MI
California Institute of Technology CA U of Minnesota-Twin Cities MN
Stanford University CA Missouri Botanical Gardens MO
U of Cal Los Angeles CA Appalachian State NC
NCAR/UCAR CO Duke University NC
National Ecological Observatory Network Inc CO North Carolina State U NC
Yale University CT Columbia University NY
AURA DC Research Foundation of the State University of New York - SUNY Brockport NY
Associated Universities Inc/National Radio Astronomy Observatory  AUI DC UNAVCO NY
Consortium for Ocean Leadership, Inc  COL DC Pennsylvania State University                             PA
Georgia Tech GA Duquesne University PA
Georgia Southern GA Acad of Nat Sci of Phila PA
Boise State University ID Indiana U of Pennsylvania PA
University of Illinois IL Middle Tennessee State University TN
Purdue University IN East Tennessee State Univ TN
U of Kansas Ctr for Res In KS Virginia Tech VA
University of Massachusetts, Amherst MA Washington State WA
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ACM$ Transition Timeline    

Cash Request 
Shutdown for 
Main Group 

 

Reconciliation FFR for 
Main Implementation 
Group 
•Due 04/30/2013 

 
 
 

ACM$ 
Implemented for 
Pilot Group 

Full ACM$ 
Implementation  
Complete  

03/26/2013 04/01/2013 01/04/2013 6/30/2013 



17 

Reconcile the Cash on Hand (COH) balance 
reported on your quarterly FFR to the COH 
balance on your financial records 

• Multiple awardees have notified us of COH issues 
related to awards with canceled funds or issues 
dating back to old accounting systems   

Bring operating COH balances as close to zero as 
possible.   

Submit your FFR as early as possible during April 

How Can My Institution Prepare for the 
Transition to ACM$? 
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$0.00 Cash on Hand (line 10c) = Conversion to ACM$ 

Negative Cash On Hand = Payment for the balance 
to bring the institution to $0.00.  Then conversion to 
ACM$.   

Positive Cash On Hand = Remittance for the balance 
to bring the institution to $0.00.  Then conversion to 
ACM$.  

No FFR = no access to ACM$ = No cash 

Reconciliation (Final ) FFR Requirements  
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FFR Cash On Hand  (Line 10C)  
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4 awardees had $0.00 Cash on Hand (COH) 

3 awardees had Positive COH - All remitted the 
funds to NSF 

31 had Negative COH  

NSF completed payment for the negative COH 
balances and conversion to ACM$ within 2 days 

All 38 awardees submitted their FFR and were 
converted to ACM$ by 2/7/13. 

 

Early Implementation Group  
Reconciliation (Final ) FFR Results  



Using ACM$ 



ACM$ User Roles 
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User must first be assigned new permissions within the National Science Foundation’s 
FastLane system.   The new  permissions include:  

• ACM$ Awardee Preparer  
• ACM$ Awardee Certifier  
• ACM$ Awardee Financial Representative  

 
Your Financial Administrator is responsible for assigning new user permissions.  
   *One user can have both ACM$ preparer & certifier permissions 
 

To add AMC$ roles to an existing user account, 
the Financial Administrator logs on to FastLane 
Research Administration and selects Accounts 
Management. 



ACM$ User Roles 
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Logging in to ACM$ 
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Logging in to ACM$ 
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Research.gov User Menu 
ACM$ Link 
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ACM$ Home Page 

See items 
requiring 
attention 

Submit a New 
Transaction 

Search for 
Transactions or 

Awards 
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• Warehouse a payment by 
changing date to a future date 

• Enter amounts manually on-
line or using  upload/download 
feature on  “Payments” tab 



Open Awards 

Features new  in ACM$: 
• Amounts can be  +/-    
• Expected close date displayed 
• Final Flag - to close award early 
• Threshold -  NSF can limit  

award balance  available 

Features not in ACM$: 
•  Program income worksheet 
• “Holding  open” award one  

additional quarter 
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Larger organizations should 
use the Excel Upload or XML 
Upload  

Excel Step 1. 

Excel Step 2. 
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Find Closed Awards by clicking on the View Recently Closed Awards link  
on the Organization Summary Screen  

• Enter up to 5 award 
numbers 

• Click “Validate“ button to 
verify award number  
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• Status – Eligible, ineligible 
or  Downward only 

• Enter +  amount for upward 
or (-) amt for downward 

• Upward Adjustments – new 
policy starting in July 2013  

• Justification required 
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Search for Transactions and Awards 
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Access to Award Information  
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Clicking on an award number will 
now open the Research.gov 
award details page. 
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View Award Amendment Detail  



How Can I Learn More? 

 Go to the ACM$ Informational Page on 
Research.gov 
– Click on the Award Cash Management Service Link 

under “Our Services” 
• ACM$ FAQs 
• ACM$ Permissions Guide 
• ACM$ Getting Started Guide 
• ACM$ XML File Upload Process  
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http://www.research.gov/research-portal/appmanager/base/desktop?_nfpb=true&_pageLabel=research_node_display&_nodePath=/researchGov/Generic/Common/WhatisACM.html
http://www.research.gov/research-portal/appmanager/base/desktop?_nfpb=true&_pageLabel=research_node_display&_nodePath=/researchGov/Generic/Common/WhatisACM.html
http://www.research.gov/common/attachment/Common/ACMSFAQs113.pdf
http://www.research.gov/research-portal/appmanager/base/desktop?_nfpb=true&_pageLabel=research_node_display&_nodePath=/researchGov/Generic/Common/WhatisACM.html
http://www.research.gov/common/attachment/Common/ACM$PermissionsGuide.pdf
http://www.research.gov/common/attachment/Common/ACM$XMLUploadProcessguide.pdf


Lessons Learned by Early Group 

• Reconcile   
– For closed awards, NSF assumes that the cash 

drawdowns equal the expenses reported on the FFR. 
This could be where COH discrepancies exist. 

• Prepare in advance  
– Review payments posted for posting errors 
– Review  awards to determine if balances include 

expenses that aren’t reportable (Ex. Over-budget 
spending, post-term un-allowable expenses). 

• Realize there will be a learning curve and a few 
bumps along the way 

 
 
 
 
 



 ACM$ Helpful Hints 

• Draft transactions  
• Excel or XML file-  Always keep a copy  
• “Unexpected/Unknown error has occurred” 
• Logging out – “Return to Research.gov Home” 
• Old closed awards 
• Warning message vs Error message  



Contact Us Directly 

Mike Howe – Section Head – mhowe@nsf.gov or (703) 292-8285 
     USP & Foreign Grantees 

Dorothy Battle – dbattle@nsf.gov or (703) 292-4440  
AL, AR, CO, DE, FL, ID, IN, KY, MA, MD, MS, RI, SC, UT, WV  
Ilene Caruso – icaruso@nsf.gov or (703) 292-8334  
 AK, CA, HI, IA, MO, ND, NM, NV, NY, SD, WA, WY 
Denise Robinson – drobinso@nsf.gov or (703) 292-8293 
AZ, CT, DC, GA, MI, MN, NJ, PA, TN, TX 
Kristina Parsons– kparsons@nsf.gov or (703) 292-2404 
IL, KS, LA, ME, MT, NC, NE, NH, OH, OK, OR, VA, VT, WI  
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Questions 
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