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Directorate of Biological Sciences 

• Promoting and advancing scientific progress 
in biology 

• 4 Divisions representing the breadth of 
work in biology 
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• Research aimed at understanding life 
processes at the molecular, subcellular and 
cellular levels 

– Molecular Biophysics 

– Cellular Dynamics and Function 

– Genetic Mechanisms 

– Systems and Synthetic Biology 

Molecular and Cellular Biosciences (MCB) 
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• Research aimed at integrative understanding 
of structure and function of an organism --
 plant, animal, microbe  
– Behavioral Systems 
– Developmental Systems 
– Neural Systems 
– Physiological and Structural Systems 
– Plant Genome Research Program 

Integrative Organismal Systems (IOS) 
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Environmental Biology (DEB) 

• Research on populations, species, communities, 
and ecosystems, including evolutionary and 
ecological patterns and processes at all spatial 
and temporal scales 
 

 
 

 
 

– Ecosystem science 

– Evolutionary Processes 

– Population and Community 
Ecology 

– Systematics and Biodiversity 
Science 
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Biological Infrastructure (DBI) 

• Resources needed to empower 
biological discovery 

• Research Resources 
– Biological Informatics 
– Biological Research Collections 
– Biological Field Stations and 

Marine Labs 
– Instrumentation 
– Living Stocks 

• Human Resources 
– Undergraduate Mentoring 
– Research Experiences for 

Undergraduates 
– Postdoctoral Research 

Fellowships 



Finding Funding Opportunities 

• www.nsf.gov (www.nsf.gov/dir/index.jsp?org=BIO) 

• NSF Updates 

Now on Twitter!  http://twitter.com/NSF_BIO 

http://www.nsf.gov
http://twitter.com/NSF_BIO


Solicitations 

http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=503626&org=MCB&from=home 



Search awards 

http://www.nsf.gov/awardsearch/ 



Search awards 

http://www.nsf.gov/awards/award_visualization.jsp?org=MCB# 



Timing of the Proposal Submissions 
• Preproposals required in DEB & IOS 

Plant Genome Research Program-  
separate deadline in March 2014 

Next deadline- January 2014 



Timing of the Proposal Submissions 
• MCB- solicitation 13-510 

– Next deadline November 15, 2013 
• DBI- multiple programs and deadlines 

– See http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_list.jsp?org=DBI 

 
• Also CAREER awards for all Divisions of 

Biology- July 22, 2013 



Steps to a Successful Proposal 
• Discuss your idea with your program 

director 
– Look at program areas for best fit 

• Review submission guidelines  
– Grant Proposal Guide 
– Program Solicitations 

• Cover all the bases 
– Intellectual Merit and Broader Impacts 
– Postdoctoral Mentoring Plan 
– Data Management Plan 



Opportunities for You to Get 
Involved in Review 

• Become an ad hoc reviewer 

• Become a panelist 

• Become a rotating program director 

 



Summary Points 
• New Opportunities for funding- nsf.gov 

• Resources 
– Program solicitations/ Dear Colleague Letters 

– Proposal & Award Policies & Procedures Guide 

– Past Awards 

– Program Directors 

Questions? Susannah Gal 
sgal@nsf.gov (703) 292-4415 

mailto:sgal@nsf.gov
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