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• Recent Updates and Accomplishments
 Password Management
 Proposal Compliance Checking
 NSF Public Access Repository

• Research.gov – Looking Ahead
 Proposal Submission Modernization
 Single ID Across All NSF Systems
 Impact of NSF Move to Alexandria on IT Systems

Agenda
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On August 1, 2016, NSF implemented a more convenient and secure 
process for resetting NSF passwords for external users of 
Research.gov, FastLane, and GRFP officials (approximately 40K users 
as of 10/21/2016)

Why?
• Improve user experience, reduce user calls to the Help Desk, and 

update technology to deliver more user-friendly features in the 
future

What do I need to know?
• NSF awardees and proposers will no longer be able to reach out 

to Sponsored Projects Offices (SPO) to reset their passwords on 
FastLane and Research.gov 

• The last six passwords cannot be reused, and accounts will be 
locked for five minutes after the tenth unsuccessful password 
attempt 

Password Management
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Recent Proposal Compliance Checking Updates
• The goals of automated compliance checking are to increase competitive fairness and reduce 

burden on both NSF programs and the research community

• Specific automated compliance checks depend on proposal type selected. New compliance 
checks were added in July 2016. In January 2017, automated compliance checks will be in 
effect for three new proposal types (GOALI, RAISE, and FASED), and some warnings will 
become errors across several proposal types

• Automated proposal compliance checks:

 Deadline Checks (since January 2016) – A warning in the 24 hours preceding the 
deadline, and an error when past the deadline. So far, 99.5% of proposals submitted on 
time

 Section Exists Checks – Checks on eleven sections

 Page Count Checks – Checks on length of six sections

 Budget Checks – Eight checks on rules such as caps on amounts, duration, and amounts 
matching

 Other Checks – Five checks related to international travel, and human or animal use 
rules

• https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/autocheck/compliancechecks_july16.pdf

https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/autocheck/compliancechecks_july16.pdf
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• Proposals can be compliance checked during proposal preparation at any point

Proposal Compliance Checking During PI Preparation
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• Warnings and Errors are displayed after compliance check is selected

Sample Proposal Compliance Checking Warnings and Errors
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• Research Administrators can access compliance checking prior to submission 
through the Research Administration Module

Proposal Compliance Checking during Research Administration
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• NSF’s first repository launched: December 2015
• Effective date of Public Access policy: January 2016
• Quick Start Guide: 

https://www.research.gov/common/attachment/Desktop/NSF-
PAR_Getting_Started_Guide.pdf

• Video: 
https://www.research.gov/common/attachment/Desktop/publicacce
ssvideo.html

NSF Public Access Repository

https://www.research.gov/common/attachment/Desktop/NSF-PAR_Getting_Started_Guide.pdf
https://www.research.gov/common/attachment/Desktop/publicaccessvideo.html
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• Log into Research.gov
• Launch “Deposit publication” from Research.gov

NSF Public Access Repository: Deposit Walk-through
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• NSF-PAR: Deposit Publication

NSF Public Access Repository: Deposit Walk-through
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NSF Public Access Repository: Deposit Walk-through

1
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NSF Public Access Repository: Deposit Walk-through

2
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NSF Public Access Repository: Deposit Walk-through

3
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NSF Public Access Repository: Deposit Walk-through

4
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• Confirmation Page

NSF Public Access Repository: Deposit Walk-through
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• Manage deposited publications

NSF Public Access Repository: Deposit Walk-through
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NSF Public Access Repository
• http://par.nsf.gov/ – Public-facing URL
• Offers full-text access to all NSF-affiliated accepted manuscripts or 

articles after a 12-month embargo or administrative interval
• NSF uses services provided by the publisher community, 

including:
 CHORUS (Clearinghouse for Open Research of the United 

States)
 Crossref
 International Standard Serial Number (ISSN). Over the 

next year, additional metadata and links to articles will 
be added as they are submitted to NSF, with anticipated 
annual growth of 40,000 publicly-accessible articles and 
manuscripts 

NSF Public Access Repository

http://par.nsf.gov/
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• Proposal Submission Modernization

• Single ID Across All NSF Systems

• NSF Move to Alexandria

Research.gov – Looking Ahead
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Proposal Submission Modernization (PSM)
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Checking
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Results based on over 16,000 responses from the June 2015 survey sent to 116,638 researchers

PSM 2015 Survey
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• Modernize the applications supporting the merit review process 
and the user experience

• Reduce administrative burden to the research community and 
NSF staff associated with preparation, submission, and 
management of proposals

• Increase efficiencies in proposal preparation, submission, and 
management

• Improve data quality

• Capture proposal content in a way that supports data analysis

Proposal Submission Modernization Vision
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• Follows an Agile process to develop, review, and refine wireframes 
(webpage mockups) that leverages knowledge of the existing pain 
points

• Engages external users throughout the process to ensure the overall 
approach, workflows, and wireframes are consistent with user needs

• Develops features and enhancements to be deployed incrementally 
(future pilot activity)

PSM Agile Concept Development

Identify Pain Points and 
Draft Improvements

• Leverage helpdesk 
data, 2015 PSM 
survey, etc. to identify 
improvement 
opportunities and 
create initial concepts

Review Concepts with 
NSF Staff Working 

Group

• Review initial concepts 
and discuss at working 
group sessions

• Refine as needed

Review Wireframes with 
External Users

• Present and test 
wireframes with 
external users to  
validate and refine

• Usability sessions, 
FDP, ERA Forum, etc.

Internal Validation and 
Execution

• Brief working group, 
elevate/resolve issues, 
and begin development

• Deliver enhancements 
incrementally
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• Volunteer for future one-on-one usability testing
 Sign up with the conference moderators, presenter, or 

conference representatives at the Registration Desk 

• Join the NSF ERA Forum, a new initiative to gather opinions, 
perspectives, and feedback about NSF electronic research 
administration activities
 Sign up by sending an email to:

NSF-ERA-FORUM-subscribe-request@listserv.nsf.gov
 For more information visit: 

https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/era_forum.jsp

• View the video presentation to the Federal Demonstration 
Partnership
 http://sites.nationalacademies.org/PGA/fdp/PGA_174472

Proposal Submission Modernization

mailto:NSF-ERA-FORUM-subscribe-request@listserv.nsf.gov
https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/era_forum.jsp
http://sites.nationalacademies.org/PGA/fdp/PGA_174472
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• NSF will introduce a new way to register and manage user profiles using ONE 
single identify (single ID) across all NSF Systems

• Streamlines all NSF system registrations to a single process
 One user name and password. One account for all relevant systems
 Central way to request or sign up for roles/access to systems

• Administrators will no longer need to create accounts and maintain profile 
information, which allows them to focus on approving and managing roles for 
their organizations

Single ID for all NSF systems
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• NSF headquarters relocation to Alexandria starting Summer 2017

• System outages in support of the move tentatively scheduled for 
July 4th weekend

• Monitor advisories on Research.gov or FastLane or sign up for 
listserv by emailing:  
system_updates-subscribe-request@listserv.nsf.gov

Impact of NSF Move to Alexandria on IT Systems

mailto:system_updates-subscribe-request@listserv.nsf.gov
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Feedback and Questions
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• Listserv for updates on events and enhancements to Research.gov and/or 
FastLane: system_updates-subscribe-request@listserv.nsf.gov

• NSF Public Access

 https://www.nsf.gov/news/special_reports/public_access/

 NSF’s Public Access Plan: 
https://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=nsf15052

 FAQs: 
http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2016/nsf16009/nsf16009.jsp?org=LIB

 About Page and Tutorial https://www.research.gov/research-
portal/appmanager/base/desktop?_nfpb=true&_pageLabel=research
_node_display&_nodePath=/researchGov/Service/Desktop/AboutPu
blicAccess.html

Additional Resources

mailto:system_updates-subscribe-request@listserv.nsf.gov
https://www.nsf.gov/news/special_reports/public_access/
https://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=nsf15052
http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2016/nsf16009/nsf16009.jsp?org=LIB
https://www.research.gov/research-portal/appmanager/base/desktop?_nfpb=true&_pageLabel=research_node_display&_nodePath=/researchGov/Service/Desktop/AboutPublicAccess.html
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• Compliance Checks

 https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/autocheck/compliancechecks_j
uly16.pdf

• Password Reset

 https://www.research.gov/research-
portal/appmanager/base/desktop?_nfpb=true&_pageLabel=research
_node_display&_nodePath=/researchGov/Service/Desktop/AboutPa
sswordResetPage.html

 https://www.research.gov/common/attachment/Desktop/Rgov%20P
assword%20FAQs.pdf

• Proposal Submission Modernization

 https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/era_forum.jsp

Additional Resources (cont’d)

https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/autocheck/compliancechecks_july16.pdf
https://www.research.gov/research-portal/appmanager/base/desktop?_nfpb=true&_pageLabel=research_node_display&_nodePath=/researchGov/Service/Desktop/AboutPasswordResetPage.html
https://www.research.gov/common/attachment/Desktop/Rgov%20Password%20FAQs.pdf
https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/era_forum.jsp
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