Dr. Barbara T. Wakimoto

Professor of Biology

University of Washington

Seattle, Washington 98195

E-mail:  wakimoto@u.washington.edu
Off/FAX:  (206) 543-0487 / 616-2011

http://protist.biology.washington.edu/bio2/people/bio.html?parecID=394
Barbara Wakimoto is currently a Professor of Biology and Adjunct Professor of Genome Sciences at the University of Washington.  She earned her Ph.D. in Genetics at Indiana University and completed her postdoctoral research at the Carnegie Institution of Washington, Department of Embryology.  She began at the University of Washington as an Assistant Professor in 1985 and is currently a UW Washington Research Foundation Professor of Basic Biological Sciences.  

Wakimoto’s research interests are in the areas of chromosome biology and reproductive biology.  Her research group exploits the model organism Drosophila melanogaster to address basic research questions in both fields.  Current projects of her research group include defining the determinants of chromosome organization and their effects on gene expression, and identifying molecules important for sperm function and paternal effects on early embryogenesis.  Her research group uses genetics, molecular biology, cell biology, and comparative genomic tools in their research. 

In addition to exploring basic research questions, Wakimoto has had a long-standing interest in improving the integration of research and training goals at large premiere research universities such as the University of Washington.  Her interests have led her to take leadership roles in biology education and curriculum reform for undergraduate science students and in graduate training in developmental biology.  She currently directs the University of Washington-Howard Hughes Medical Institute Biological Science Education Programs whose goals are to increase the quality of undergraduate biology education, improve the training of graduate students and postdoctoral scientists as future faculty, and enhance the science background and professional development of K-12 teachers.   Wakimoto also directs the NIH-funded pre-doctoral Interdisciplinary Training Grant Program in Developmental Biology at the University of Washington.  

At the national level, Wakimoto currently serves on the American Association for the Advancement of Science Electorate Nominating Committee for the Biological Sciences and as a reviewer on grant panels for the National Science Foundation and for the March of Dimes Foundation.  
