
Working Group 1:  
Historical Context of the Nano-enterprise

Central Premise:
•

 

Anticipating societal and ethical issues of nanotechnologies demands understanding its 
rich and complex history

Goals:
•

 

Create resources and tools necessary to document emerging research enterprise.
•

 

Explore several key issues central to understanding nanotech’s past and current context.
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Research Initiatives for Year One

•
 

Spintronics and Nanoelectronics

•
 

Oral History Collection 

•
 

Nanotechnology, Futurism, and the Public Imagination

•
 

Nano’s
 

“Hidden”
 

Histories



Nanoelectronics as “Over the 
Horizon”

 
Technology

Today’s ‘near-nano’ wiresMoore’s Law, 1965

Spintronics



Data Mapping and Visualization
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Ex: Spintronics Publications



Temporal/Geospatial Distribution of 
Researchers



Nanotechnology and Oral History



Nanotechnology and the Public 
Imagination
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Nano’s
 

Hidden Histories
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