Advisory Committee for Environmental Research and Education (AC ERE)
January 20, 2015
Virtual Meeting
Room 655.29, 4201 Wilson Boulevard, Arlington, VA 22230
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Committee Members present: Dr. Lilian Alessa, Dr. David Blockstein, Dr. Karl Booksh, Dr. Michelle Buchanan, Dr. Andres Clarens, Dr. Anthony C. Janetos, Dr. Erin Lipp, Dr. Stephanie Pfirman
Committee Members absent: Dr. David Skole (Chair), Mr. Roger-Mark De Souza, Dr. Harinda ‘Joe’ Fernando, Dr. Scott Doney, Dr. Margaret Honey, Dr. Charles Isbell, Dr. Ivor Knight
NSF Staff: Dr. Linda Deegan (Program Officer, Division of Environmental Biology/Executive Secretary, AC ERE), Dr. Colby Foss (Program Director, Division of Chemistry), Dr. Eduardo Misawa (Directorate for Math and Physical Sciences), Dr. Tyrone Mitchell (Program Director, Division of Chemistry), Dr. Diane Pataki (Program Officer, Division of Environmental Biology), Dr. Linda Sapochak (Deputy Division Director, Division of Materials Research), Dr. Terry Woodin (Program Director, Division of Undergraduate Education), Ms. Lisa Fullerton (Program Analyst, Budget Division); Ms. Shannon Jewell (Program Specialist, Division of Environmental Biology)
Agenda
Virtual Meeting called to order:  2:10 pm

1) Minutes:  
Minutes of the March and Sept 2014 meetings were distributed.  Will be voted on at the March Meeting at NSF.

2) Discussion of the Vision Document: 
Discussion led by Dr. Blockstein 
Purpose: Looking forward to the next ten years and where NSF should go – a new vision document about understanding the challenges. A Call to Action. The last was the Red Book issued in 2009, with topical updates a couple of times.

Title:  America’s Future: Environmental Science for a Thriving Century
Primarily directed to NSF but also intended to be viewed widely in ERE community, OSTP, OMB, members of Congress. Need to be visionary, maybe provocative.
Where document is going: Current draft is a first draft based on the annotated outline distributed in November. Needs input on ideas, input on some sections, and editing for coherence and readability, as well as details for examples. 
Need to decide level of specificity for things we want to see, such as broader impacts and nodes or BINNS. These seem broad enough while providing some instruction. Which would be more valuable: Bulleted list of examples or paragraphs with funding levels?
AC and WG members, 
Please comment on what would be valuable to NSF. We want to be specific about what the vision should accomplish, but not the details of how to accomplish it. Note the things we need to talk about to guide environmental science in the direction we think it needs to go. 
· Like Macrosystems, looking at emergent properties and coupling at different scales. 
· Examples in boxes like food/water/energy?
· Potential programs and initiatives?

To keep in mind while reading draft: Look for consistency of themes & kind of vision we want. Is there confusing jargon? Disagreement? Do we need clarification for non-experts? Other comments?

Needs: 
· Geoengineering (Doney)
· Section two, Designing the Future 
· Human health and the environment: Show how NSF could contribute (without overlapping with NIH) – Build on EEID program?
· Enabling the Future

NSF Staff: We value your input. Help us to make info useful. 

Timeline Going Forward:
· February 4th:  Send comments in to Linda Deegan, David Skole, and Shannon Jewell
· February 18th: Conference call for the writing committee 
· March 4th: Writing committee draft will go out with pre-meeting materials 
· March 11-12, 2015 meeting: Discuss the ideas in the document and the document  
Conference call adjourned:  3:30 pm.  
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