Advisory Committee for Environmental Research and Education (AC ERE)
June 19, 2015 Teleconference on Report Writing 1 - 2:30pm EDT

Summary Minutes
Committee Members present on call: Dr. David Skole (Chair), Dr. Lilian Alessa, Dr. David Blockstein, Dr. Michelle Buchanan, Dr. Andres Clarens, Dr. Harinda ‘Joe’ Fernando, Dr. Charles Isbell, Dr. Anthony C. Janetos, Dr. Ivor Knight, Dr. Erin Lipp, Dr. Stephanie Pfirman, Dr. Dave Schimel
NSF Staff present: Cheryl Dybas (ph), Dr. Diane Pataki (ph), Dr. Linda Sapochak, Shannon Jewell, Allison Farrow
David Skole, Chair AC ERE, opened the meeting with an update on document writing progress and stated that a key goal for the call was coming to consensus on areas of the document about which members held differences of opinion. 
Dr. Diane Pataki, Executive Secretary for the AC ERE, discussed the timeline for the completion of the document and outlined was still needed.
Discussion of Specific Consensus Issues
David Skole led a discussion about items requiring consensus, such as the document title and subtitle, whether to promote the document as part of a series, whether the document should be refined to speak more directly to the AC’s target audiences, and the connotations and use of particular words and metaphors.

General Comments from Cheryl Dybas
Cheryl Dybas, Public Affairs Officer in NSF’s Office of Legislative & Public Affairs: Offered the group feedback as an expert federal document author. She discussed how the document might better illustrate how the content is related to the lives of the widest possible audience. 

Open Discussion on General Text & Other matters arising 
The group then held an open conversation which included discussion of: Text boxes the group wished to include in the document, the positive correlation between environmental health and the economy and ensuring that this come across in the document, 
The group ended with a discussion about how to publicize the document, and whether to include additional document components such as a cover letter from the chair.
