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NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION

ENVIRONMENTAL RESEARCH AND EDUCATION

ADVISORY COMMITTEE (AC-ERE)
September 9-10, 2009 - Room 1235, Stafford I
AC‑ERE Member Attendees 

Dr. Susan G. Stafford (Chair), Department of Forest Resources, University of Minnesota-Twin Cities

Dr. Sandra Begay-Campbell, Sandia National Laboratories (CEOSE liaison)

Dr. Jill L. Bubier, Department of Earth and Environment, Mount Holyoke College

Dr. Cynthia J. Burrows, Department of Chemistry, University of Utah (AC-MPS liaison)

Dr. John C. Crittenden, Brook Byers Institute for Sustainable Systems, Georgia Institute of Technology (AC-ENG liaison)

Dr. Teresa E. Jordan, Department of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences, Cornell University, (AC-OISE liaison)

Dr. Alan C. Kay, Viewpoints Research Institute, Inc. (AC-CISE liaison)

Dr. Norine E. Noonan, Division of Academic Affairs, University of South Florida - St. Petersburg, (AC-GEO liaison)
Dr. John C. Moore, National Research Ecology Laboratory, Colorado State University

Dr. Nancy N. Rabalais, Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium

Dr. David Rejeski, Foresight and Governance Project, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars 

Dr. James Rice, South Dakota EPSCoR Office, South Dakota State University (AC-OCI liaison)
Dr. Osvaldo E. Sala, Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, Brown University

Dr. Joseph Travis, College of Arts and Science, Florida State University

NSF ERE Staff Present:

Dr. Alan Tessier, Executive Secretary for AC-ERE
Dr. Jim Collins, NSF Assistant Director for Biological Sciences, AD Coordinator for ERE
Dr. Tim Killeen, NSF Assistant Director for Geosciences, Incoming AD Coordinator for ERE
Melissa J. Lane, Staff Associate for Information Management, Directorate for Geosciences
Michelle Kelleher, Biologist/Science Assistant, Directorate for Biological Sciences
Donna Webb, Program Specialist, Directorate for Biological Sciences

AGENDA

Wednesday, September 9, 2010
8:30 AM
Orientation session for new members (Alan Tessier ERE Executive Secretary)
9:00 AM 
Welcome and introductions (Susan Stafford, Chair, AC-ERE)
Approval of minutes; Goals of meeting; Public availability of AC-ERE report: “Transitions and Tipping Points in Complex Environmental Systems.”
9:30 AM
Update on NSF and ERE activities (James Collins Assistant Director Coordinator ERE)

10:15 AM
Break
10:30 AM
Update on ULTRA-Ex: Urban Long Term Research Areas – (Henry Gholz BIO)  
11:00 AM
Presentation by Diane Pataki, UC-Irvine, Urban Ecosystem Services as a Framework for Interdisciplinary Research
12:00 PM
Lunch: discussion of NSF investment in urban systems
1:00 PM 
Presentation on means of generating collaborations (workshops, synthesis groups, RCN) 
Discussion of visit by Chinese delegation and collaborative activities
2:45 PM 
Break
3:00 PM
Preparation for visit with NSF Director - presentation of AC report.
3:30 PM 
Visit with Dr. Arden L. Bement Jr., NSF Director
4:30 PM
ERE announcements.
5:00 PM
Adjourn for day followed by reception in 1235 to celebrate AC report

Thursday, September 10
9:00 AM
Reconvene (Susan Stafford)
9:15 AM
Presentation and discussion on “Sandpit” review process. (Joanne Tornow BIO)
10:15 AM
Presentation on NSF Climate Change Education working group (Jill Karsten GEO)
11:15 AM
Break
11:45 AM
Joint meeting with BIO-AC (discussion of AC ERE report)
12:15 PM
Forum piece discussion, Future planning.
1:00 PM
Adjourn meeting
PROCEEDINGS

Wednesday, September 9, 2010
1) Welcome and introductions
a) Chair Stafford: Welcomed everybody. Introductions of AC members, NSF staff, and guests. 

2) Approval of minutes
a) Chair Stafford: A motion was made to approve the minutes from the Spring 2009 meeting, and was seconded. All members in favor. None opposed. 

3) Status of AC report: "Transitions and tipping points in complex environmental systems." 
a) Chair Stafford announced the public availability of AC-ERE report: “Transitions and Tipping Points in Complex Environmental Systems” (aka “The Green Report”). A press release was issued by NSF that morning and is available at: http://www.nsf.gov/news/news_summ.jsp?cntn_id=115474&org=ERE&from=news. The electronic version of the report can be downloaded from the AC-ERE page on NSF’s website at: http://www.nsf.gov/geo/ere/ereweb/ac-ere/nsf6895_ere_report_090809.pdf or hard copies requested by emailing ere-info@nsf.gov . Previous AC-ERE reports are also available for download at:  http://www.nsf.gov/geo/ere/ereweb/advisory.cfm.

4) NSF Update by James P. Collins, Assistant Director for Biological Sciences, AD Liaison for ERE. 
a) Presentation on & discussion of:

i) The Science in the AC-ERE report

ii) NSF Budget and Activities

iii) Fostering Innovation 

iv) Promoting a Tipping Point in Academia

5) Update on ULTRA-Ex by Dr. Henry Gholz, BIO/DEB (also on behalf of Dr. Tom Baerwald, SBE/BCS, and Todd Crowl, BIO/DEB)

a) Presentation on and discussion of: ULTRA-Ex: Urban Long Term Research Areas – Exploratory Awards, NSF-USDA Forest Service Partnership
6) Presentation by Dr. Diane Pataki, Department Of Earth System Science and Department of Ecology & Evolutionary Biology, University of California-Irvine, Urban Ecosystem Services as a Framework for Interdisciplinary Research
7) Lunchtime discussion of NSF investment in urban systems
8) Presentation by Dr. Alan J. Tessier, BIO/DEB, How does NSF go about fostering
collaborative, interdisciplinary research?
a) Discussion of means of generating collaborations:
i) NSF review and funding mechanisms (i.e. workshops, synthesis groups)
ii) RCN: Research Coordination Networks

iii) Facilitating international partnerships
b) Dr. Jim Collins gave an update on U.S. – China climate change collaborative activities over recent years, and a Chinese delegation’s upcoming visit to the U.S. next month.
c) Dr. Osvaldo Sala led a discussion on potential ways to use RCN grants for international collaborations.

9) Advisory committee members prepared for their visit with NSF Director and coordinated their presentation of the green report.
10) Dr. Arden L. Bement Jr., NSF Director, and Dr. Cora Marrett, NSF Deputy Director (Acting) visited with the advisory committee members. 

a) The discussion was largely focused on the green report and upcoming activities surrounding the topic.
11) ERE announcements.
a) Dr. Jim Collins is departing NSF in October, 2009, to return to his home institution.

b) The next AD Coordinator for ERE will be Dr. Tim Killeen, GEO/AD. 

c) The next Executive Secretary for AC-ERE will be Melissa Lane, GEO/OAD.

d) With this meeting, Dr. Susan Stafford has completed her term as Chair of the AC. 

e) Dr. Joseph Travis is the incoming Chair for AC-ERE and will step down from BIO-AC.

12) Adjourn for day followed by reception in 1235 to celebrate AC report.
PROCEEDINGS

Thursday, September 10

13) The Advisory Committee convened early to discuss outreach plan for the green report. 
a) When available, hard copies will be sent to each member as well as a long-list of people who contributed to the project, and distributed to each office in the Foundation, the NSB, and other NSF Advisory Committees.
b) Michelle Kelleher will provide AC members & NSF staff with a template PowerPoint presentation on the green report for their use in outreach.

c) NSF staff on the Working Group for Environmental Research & Education (WGERE) will schedule briefings for their respective Directorates and Offices. 

14) Briefing on the IDEAS Factory “Sandpit” and discussion on the “Sandpit” review process. (Dr. Joanne Tornow, BIO/OAD).
15) Briefing on and discussion of Climate Change Education: Update on Recent NSF Activities (Dr. Jill Karsten GEO, on behalf of the NSF Climate Change Education working group)
16) Joint meeting with BIO-AC for a briefing on and lively discussion of the green report (Dr. Joseph Travis).

17) Discussion on future planning for the AC.
a) Nominees were sought for potential AC-ERE members.

b) Congratulations and presentation of certificates of service for the AC’s outgoing members: Drs. Stafford, Crittenden, Bubier, Burrows, Sala, and Jordan. 

18) Meeting adjourned at 1:00PM EST.
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