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The credibility of the COV mechanism rests, in a large measure, on the selection of credible, independent experts who are able to provide balanced and impartial assessments to NSF.  Prior to sending out the letters of invitation to serve on the UCAR and Lower Atmospheric Facilities Section (ULAFOS) COV, the ATM Division Director, the ULAFOS Section Head, and the Chair of the Advisory Committee for Geosciences were consulted regarding potential COV candidates.  

The Committee represented a broad segment of the disciplines consistent with the scope of activities for which ULAFOS has oversight responsibilities.  The Committee contained expertise in atmospheric sciences ranging from meteorology to remote sensing.  This diverse Committee with two female participants and one African-American, reviewed and evaluated both the facilities and science aspects supported by the ULAFOS.  All committee members were familiar with some aspects of the UCAR and NCAR enterprise and have had various levels of association in the past.  However, within the last five years no panel member has ever been directly funded by ULAFOS.  Only one member of the six-member panel serves on an NSF advisory committee and is Dr. Estelle Condon.  She could not serve as chair because of very full set of commitments that would consume her schedule prior to the panel meeting and possibly conflict with completion of the final panel report.  Dr. E. Joe Friday agreed to chair the panel.  However, Dr. Condon will report the findings and recommendations of COV panel to the Advisory Committee for Geosciences.  

There were no conflicts of interest among the COV members. 

COV members present during the meeting were:

Dr. Elbert (Joe) Friday

Chair, National Academy of Science, 

Board on Atmospheric Sciences and Climate (retired)

Dr. Estelle Condon

Associate director for astrobiology and space programs, 

NASA, Ames Research Center

Dr. Fredrick H. M. Semazz

Professor, Department of Marine, Earth & Atmospheric Sciences & Department of Mathematics

North Carolina State University

Dr. Susan L. Ustin 

Professor II of Resource Science, Department of Land, Air, and Water Resources
University of California, Davis

Dr. R. Lynn Rose

Director, Atmospheric Programs 

Aeromet, Inc.

Dr. George Seielstad

Associate Dean, John D. Odegard School of Aerospace Sciences 

University of North Dakota


2

