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From: Jack Fullmer

Sent: Wednesday, January 14, 2015 2:07 PM

To: NSF COMMENT N.J; Dive-NJCDC- Glenn Arthur: Kim Hansen; Mike Lavitt; Jack Fullmer
Subjest: Comments ~Geophysical survey

Attachments: Geophysical Survey,doc

Attached please find comments from the NI Council of Diving Clubs on the proposed Seismic Survey off
Barnegat Inlet this summer.
Jack Fullmer










From: : Cassandra Ornell (Clean Ocean Action) <Science@cleanoceanaction.org>
Sent: Friday, January 16, 20156 2:23 PM

To: NSF COMMENT NJ

Cc: Cindy Zipf {Clean Ocean Actlon}

Subject: Request for 30-day extension on public comment period

Attachments: COA seismic extension request letter - 01-16-15.pdf

To Whom it May Concern;

Please find attached a letter from Clean Ocean Action requesting a 30-day extension on the public comment period for
the for Draft Amended Environmental Assessment of a Marine Geophysical Survey by the R/V Marcus G. Langseth in the
Allantic Ocean off New Jersey, Summer 2015,

Please contact Cindy Zipf {copied here) with any questions or to discuss this request further,
Best,

Cassandra Orneli

Staff Sclentist

Clean Ocean Action (COA)

18 Hartsharne Drive, Suite 2

Highlands, NJ 07732

{p) 732-872-0111 (f) 732-872-8041







From:
Senf:

To:
Subject:
Attachments:

EDWARD YATES
Sunday, January 18, 2015 1 18 PM
NSF COMMENT NJ

Eddie Yates

UBOM.J).docx







This project is of great interest and concern to many groups and individuals in the
environmental, fishing, diving, and tourism sectors, as well as to the New Jersey State
Legislature and several federal and state elected officials.

The Draft Amended EA contains references to 126 additional sources of published
data and scientific literature that were not contained in the December 2013 Draft EA.
Given the extent of new information cited in the Draft Amended EA, this information
must be assessed and cross-referenced with the original publications, ¥inally, time is
needed for us to share our conclusions with the network of organizations and
interested parties.

For these reasons, it is imperative that the public be provided with an additional 30
days to review the Draft Amended FA and submit comments. We would welcome an
opportunity to discuss this matter with you or your staff at iour convenience. For

further discussion, ilease contact Eddic Yates and or emat! me at

Thanlc you for your consideration of our request and we look forward to hearing from
you,

Sincerely,

Captain Eddie Yates, President of the United Boatman of New Jersey




From: Mary Wilding

Sent: Sunday, January 18, 2015 3:18 FM

To: NSF COMMENT NJ :

Subject: Request for 30 day extension on comment period re Marine Geophysical Survey by RV
Marcus G, Langseth

Aftachments: Ltr re extension for selsmic biasting proposal.doc

Pleasc see attached Ietter. Thank you, Mary C. Wilding .
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From: Marlena Christensen -

Sent: Tuasday, danuary 20, 2015 1:13 PM
To: NSF COMMENT NJ .
Subject: Attn: Richard W Murray, Division of Ocean Sciences

Dear Mr. Murray,
As a concemed citizen who lives on the New Jersey shore, I am requesting a 30-day extension to the publie
comnient period for the Draft Ainended Environmental Assessment (EA) of a Matine Geophysical Survey by
the R/V Marcus G. Langseth in the Atlantic Ocean off New Jersey, Summer 2015.

Any proposal to perform seismic surveys off the coasts of New Jersey and New York is a matter of significant
public import. Seismic surveys may do significant harm {o marine mammals, sea turtles, (ish, and invertebrates,
and may threaten human uses of the ocean for activities such as fishing and recreation. Accordingly, individuls
and organizations should be afforded the adequate time and opportunity to take a hard look at the proposed
seismic survey and investigate tesearch findings from similar activities.

This project is of great interest and concern to many groups with which [ am affiliated and individuals in the
environmental, fishing, diving, and tourism sectors; as well as to the New Jersey State Legislature and several
federal and state elected officials, :

The Draft Amended EA contains references to 126 additional soutees of published data and scientific literature
that were not contained in the Decemnber 2013 Draft EA. Given the extent of new information cited in the Draft
Amended BA, this information must be assessed and cross-referenced with the original publications. Finally,
time is needed for us to share conclusions with the network of organizations and interested parties.

For these reasons, it is imperative that the public be provided with an additional 30 days to review the Draft
Amended BEA and submit comments. [ would welcome an opportunity to discuss this matter with you or your
staff at your convenience. For further discussion, please contact me,

I thank you for your consideration of our request and look forward to hearing from you,

Sincerely,

Marlena Christensen













Thank you for your consideration of our request and we loolc forward to hearing from you,
Sincerely,

Mayor Kirk O, Larson Sr,













From:

Sent:

To:

Subject;
Attachments:

Mr. Murray,

Paut Haerlel, President of the Jersey Coast Anglers Assaciation, has asked me {o forward our association's camments to you
concerning an extenslon of 30 days to more adequately raview more information thal has become available concerning selsmic

blasting.

A signed copy of our assodiation's comments wili also be mailed to you In the very near future.

Thank You.
Johin Toth

JCAA Board Member

Attachment

Thursday, January 22, 2015 7:59 PM

"NSF COMMENT NJ

30 Day Extension
extension request jeiter Original.docx




From: IR
Sent; Thursday, January 22, 2015 8:21 PM
To: NSF COMMENT NJ

Subject: 30 Day Extension

Attachments: JCAA Seismic Blasting Letier (1).doc
Mr, Murray,

The altachment | sent to you was in eror, It was a draft that hoth | and Paul Haertfel were working on.
This attachment shows the JCAA leftathead and information about our location.

Sony for this oversight. .

A signed copy of it will afso be senl to you.

John Toth

Aftachmen!







Thank you for your consideration of our request and we look forward to hearing from you,
Sincerely,
Paul Haertel

President
Tersey Coast Anglers Association










Sent: nday, Jahuary 23, 2015 3:06 PM

To: NSF COMMENT NJ

Subject; 30 day Extenslon

Attachments: extension request fetter (3) (1).docx
Mr. Murray,

Mr Anthony Maure, Chaliman, New Jersey Outduor Alliance, raquested that [ forward the comments of this orgarization to yau.
John Toth

Atachment







Sincerely,

Anthony Mauro,
Chairman
New Jersey Outdoor Alliance







From: Lincoln Hollister <linc@princeton,edu>
Sent: Wednesday, January 28, 2015 9:31 AM
To: NSF COMMENT N.

Subject: comment on Draft Amended EA, Marine Geophysical Survey off NI, Summer 2015

This is my comment on the Draft Amended EA for the Marine Geophysical Survey off NJ, Summer 2015:

Lincoin S, Hollister

Professor Emeritus and Scnior Geologist

Department of Geosciences, Princeton University

Princeton, NJ 08544




609-258-4106
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From: Lincoln Hollister <linc@princeton.edu>

Sent: Wednesday, February 04, 2015 5:31 AM
To! NSF COMMENT NJ
Subject; revised comment on Draft Amended EA

[ had made an error in my last paragraph, and have rewsitten it to better state a point. I hope you will substitute
the below for the letter 1 sent On Jan 28, Only the last paragraph has changed.

Revised comment on the Draft Amended EA for the Marine Geophysical Survey off NJ, Summer 2015:

Local environmental groups coordinated by Clean Ocean Action (COA) have, for about a year, continuously
aftacked the proposed Rutgers-led marine seismic study of the effects of sea level rise on the NJ Shore. The
intent of these groups is to stop the Rutgers project, no matter the environmental costs from the research not
being done.

Atissue is the standard tool of marine seismic tesearch, airguns, which the environmental groups claim will
bring death and destruction to marine life, To achieve their goal of stopping the Rutgers project, the
environmental groups prey on the feats of NJ Shore residents by greatly exaggerating the levels of sound
produced by airgun arrays, and they etroneously claim that similar marine seismic studies done over the past 40
plus years have damaged marine life,

[f there is an impact on matine life by airguns — for example, if fish swim away from the approaching airgnns,
the environmental groups would lead us to think the fish will never return, but the data show that the fish return
within days following a scismic study. The claim that the airguns cause death and destruetion of marine life has
no basis in fact and is scientifically without meit.

[The beefits to New J ersey and humanity from the results of the Rutgers project far exceed what little
disturbance, if any, might be done to maine fife by the seismic survey, Our knowledge of how Earth works,
including the effects of sea level rise on the NJ Shore, will be much incteased, and the basic research of the
flagship public university of New Jersey will be able o move forward. Seventy percent of Barth is under water;
seismic airguns are the best tool scientists have to study that part of the planet.

The opposition of environmental groups to science-focused marine seismic surveys negatively impacts the
ability of academics to do research. Stopping such a survey is particularly damaging because of the loss of data
and basic understanding of processes such as sea level rise on which public policy is built, University-based
science is severely set back, research programs are dismantled, and education of the next generation is impaired.
Students' and young scientists' careers ate interrupted and future students are deterred from entering marine
seisinic science.

Lincoln S. Hollister

Professor Emeritu,s; and Senior Geologist
Depatrtment of Geosciences, Princeton University
Princeton, NJ 08544

609-258-4106
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