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Funding Opportunity Description:
This announcement is an initial solicitation for
proposals to the Comparative Analysis of Marine Ecosystem Organization
(CAMEO) Program.  The purpose of  
CAMEO is to strengthen the scientific basis for an ecosystem approach to
stewardship of ocean and coastal resources and ecosystems.  To fulfill this purpose,
CAMEO will assist policy makers and resource managers to make ecosystem-science
based decisions that fulfill policy goals and management objectives of society.  The
program will support research to understand complex dynamics controlling
productivity, behavior, population connectivity, climate variability and anthropogenic
pressures.  It envisages the use of a diverse array of ecosystem models, comparative
analyses of managed and unmanaged reas, and ecosystem-scale mapping in support
of research, forecasting and decision support.  Proposals are requested for 1-2 year
projects for initial modeling, retrospective, and pilot studies. 
FULL ANNOUNCEMENT TEXT
I.
Funding Opportunity Description
A. Program Objective
The objective of Comparative Analysis of Marine Ecosystem Organization
(CAMEO) is to strengthen the scientific basis for an ecosystem approach to
stewardship of ocean and coastal resources and ecosystems.  To fulfill its objective,
the product of the CAMEO program must assist policy makers and resource
managers to make science based decisions that fulfill policy goals and management
objectives of society.  This means that for CAMEO to be successful, it must include
an explicit and realistic path for translating research results into decision support
tools that will be used.  
Comparative studies of ecosystems have a long history in marine ecology.  Many of
these studies have been theoretical, using mathematical models with limited or no
data, and narrow in scope in terms of the properties of ecosystems and the drivers of
change considered. Others have compared and contrasted large amounts of
observational data to draw general inferences. CAMEO_s goal, and challenge, is to
carefully design approaches by which similarities and divergences among observed
ecosystems (comparative ecosystem analyses) are effectively interpreted in a manner
that can yield management insights.  The spatial scale of comparative analyses can
range from ocean basins to local oceanic (e.g., seamounts, shelves) and coastal (e.g.,
bays and estuaries) features.  The scale should be appropriate to the ecosystem
properties being considered.  In some cases, a hierarchy of nested scales may be
appropriate. Obvious components of this comparative approach involve the use of
experiments, models, and observational data, ultimately leading to sophisticated
integrations of all three.  Spatial contrasts offered by comparing ecosystem function
and structure within and outside marine protected areas are one form of comparative
analysis that may offer insights into how ecosystems respond to human activities. 
An important and ancillary challenge will be to identify recent and emerging
technologies (e.g. molecular techniques and instrumentation) that may be applied
toward the significant challenges of CAMEO.
In framing issues to be addressed by CAMEO, some important ecosystem concepts,
such as _resilience_, _regime shifts_ and _connectivity_ are used without
rigorously defining or thoroughly discussing them. These are evolving concepts, and it
is expected that they will be defined in the context of the research that is proposed
and that they will be refined through CAMEO research.  
B. Program Priorities
As appropriate to each proposal, applicants should address one or more of
the following elements to the extent that they are necessary to fulfill program objectives.  
1  Experimental Approach:  Model-required parameters such as environmental
tolerances and reproductive, growth, survival, and trophic transfer rates are often
generated through field, mesocosm, and laboratory experiments. Experiments also
shed light on the mechanisms (e.g. habitat selection, competition, predation,
facilitation) driving large-scale patterns and processes. In addition, adaptive
management is a form of experimentation conducted at larger spatial scales that can
illuminate factors structuring ecosystems. A substantial challenge is how integrate
across spatial and temporal scales -- from local, short-term manipulations to regional,
decadal processes -- to produce information applicable to stocks of managed
resources, ecosystems, and management decisions.
2.  Observational Approaches:  Environmental sampling and observation, historically
dependent on ship-based and often infrequent snapshots, has advanced rapidly with
the availability of new technologies.  Various forms of remote sensors provide
valuable data, and increasingly, arrays of in situ sensors are being deployed,
particularly in coastal regions.  New deployments will proliferate with the
implementation of Integrated Ecosystem Assessments (IEAs), IOOS (Integrated
Ocean Observing System) and NSF_s OOI (Ocean Observing Initiative). With the
advent of sensors communicating real-time data to shore stations and receiving
relatively unlimited operating power, long-term deployment of modern analytical
equipment is now possible.  In waters beyond the reach of cable, buoys with onboard
power and telemetering capability can be deployed.  Additionally, free-ranging
autonomous underwater vehicles (AUVs) can collect and download data.  For even
broader coverage, fleets of gliders with on-board sensors can range widely and transmit
their data to shore or ships. 
CAMEO will not duplicate or compete with existing or planned observing systems.
For the most part CAMEO will utilize existing observing systems, and will use data
from new sensors and technology, by developing research programs that integrate
these data with experimental, comparative, and modeling approaches.
3.  Human Dimensions:  A goal of CAMEO is to provide science-based information
for policy makers and managers.  Therefore, the results of CAMEO research shall be
geared towards practical policy and management applications.  In the longer term,
CAMEO may address two-way interactions between the services provided by
natural ecosystems and the human dimension.
4.  Modeling Approaches:  Studies of marine ecosystems have employed a diversity
of models to help shape our ideas about population and community dynamics,
trophic transfer of energy, individual foraging behaviors and habitat use, and the
impact of human disturbance therein.  CAMEO is interested in furthering models that
can provide robust predictions on the impacts of physical, biological, and
anthropogenic drivers on marine ecosystems. New ways of applying existing models
may be found, and new classes of models may emerge. Moreover, modeling
approaches will help identify which observational and experimental data are most
critical to collect. CAMEO will ultimately rely on models to test the generality and
operational use of concepts such as _resilience_ or _regime shift._  
5.  Integration of Approaches:  Integration of information from the approaches above
is key to CAMEO.  Emergent properties of ecosystems such as connectivity and
resilience can only be addressed through such integration.  CAMEO researchers will
need to utilize appropriate observing systems in comparative ecosystem analyses,
combining results of studies conducted over different spatial and temporal scales, and
assimilating observing system and experimental data into models to produce forecasts
useful to managing the systems under consideration.  They will also need to use
observational capacities and models to guide the design of experiments and sampling
programs.  
C. Program Authority
Authority for CAMEO is provided by the following: 33 USC 1442 for the
National Marine Fisheries Service and 42 USC 1861-75 for the National Science
Foundation.
D. Cost Principles
Funds awarded cannot necessarily pay for all the costs that the recipient might
incur in the course of carrying out the project.  Allowable costs are determined by
reference to the Office of Management and Budget Circulars A-122, "Cost Principles
for Nonprofit Organizations"; A-21, "Cost Principles for Education Institutions"; and
A-87, "Cost Principles for State, Local and Indian Tribal Governments."   Generally,
costs that are allowable include salaries, equipment, supplies, and training, as long as
these are "necessary and reasonable."
II.
Award Information
A. Funding Availability
It is anticipated that about $2,000,000 in FY 2008 will be available to support
approximately 5-10 projects in response to this announcement.
B. Project/Award Period
This program announcement is for projects with a duration of one or two
years, with an anticipated start date of September 1, 2008.  If an application is
selected for initial funding, the funding agencies have no obligation to provide
additional funding in connection with that award in subsequent years.  Funding for
each subsequent year of a multi year proposal is at the discretion of the funding
agencies.  It will be contingent upon satisfactory progress in relation to the stated
goals of the proposal to address specific science needs and priorities of the CAMEO
program and the availability of funds. Applications must include a scope of work and
a budget for the entire award period. 
There is no guarantee that sufficient funds will be available to make awards for all
Publication of this notice does not obligate any agency to any specific award or to
obligate any part of the entire amount of funds available.  Recipients and
subrecipients are subject to all Federal laws and agency policies, regulations and
procedures applicable to Federal financial assistance awards.
C. Type of Funding Instrument
Appropriate funding instruments are either project grants or cooperative
agreements:
(a) Research Project Grants: A research project grant is one in which substantial
programmatic involvement by the funding agency is not anticipated by the recipient
during the project period. Applicants for grants must demonstrate an ability to
conduct the proposed research with minimal assistance, other than financial support,
from NOAA or NSF. Research Project Grants will be the funding instrument from NSF.
(b) Cooperative Agreements:  Since one goal of CAMEO is to forge partnerships
between NOAA and the academic community, and others, to conduct research on
fundamental aspects of marine ecosystems and to translate results into decision
support tools, it is anticipated that cooperative agreements will be a common funding
instrument from NOAA. A cooperative agreement implies that NOAA will assist
recipients in conducting the proposed research. The application should be presented
in a manner that demonstrates the applicant's ability to address the research problem
in a collaborative manner with NOAA. For example, a joint proposal that outlines
NOAA and external collaboration in ways that facilitate the cooperative agreement
would fulfill the spirit of these cooperative agreements.  A cooperative agreement is
appropriate when substantial NOAA involvement is anticipated. This means that the
recipient can expect substantial agency collaboration, participation, or intervention
in project performance. Substantial involvement exists when: responsibility for the
management, control, direction, or performance of the project is shared by the
assisting agency and the recipient; or the assisting agency has the right to intervene
(including interruption or modification) in the conduct or performance of project
activities.  
(c) Determination of which instrument to use: Applicants must specify the type of
award for which they are applying, either a grant or a cooperative agreement. The
funding agency will review the applications in accordance with the evaluation criteria.
Before issuing awards, NOAA will determine whether a grant or cooperative
agreement is the appropriate instrument based upon the need for substantial NOAA
involvement in the project.
(d) In an effort to maximize the use of limited resources, applications from non
Federal, non NOAA Federal and NOAA Federal applicants will be competed against
each other. Research proposals selected for funding from non Federal researchers will
be funded through a project grant or cooperative agreement.  
Research proposals selected for funding from non NOAA Federal applicants will be
funded through an interagency transfer, provided legal authority exists for the Federal
applicant to receive funds from another agency.  PLEASE NOTE: Before non NOAA
Federal applicants may be funded, they must demonstrate that they have legal
authority to receive funds from another Federal agency in excess of their
appropriation. Because this announcement is not proposing to procure goods or
services from the applicants, the Economy Act (31 U.S.C. section 1535) is not an
appropriate basis. Support may be solely through NOAA or partnered with other
Federal offices and agencies.
Proposals deemed acceptable from NOAA Federal researchers will be funded through
an intra-agency transfer.
III.
Eligibility Information
A. Eligible Applicants
Eligible applicants are institutions of higher education, other non-profits,
state, local, Indian Tribal Governments, and Federal agencies that possess the statutory
authority to receive financial assistance.
B. Cost Sharing or Matching Requirement
None is required.  
C. Other Criteria that Affect Eligibility
(1) Researchers must be employees of an eligible institution listed above; and
proposals must be submitted through that institution. Non Federal researchers should
comply with their institutional requirements for proposal submission to the extent
that these requirements are not in violation of NOAA requirements.
(2) Non-NOAA Federal applicants will be required to submit certifications or
documentation showing that they have specific legal authority to receive funds from
the Department of Commerce (DOC) for this research.
(3) Non-Federal researchers affiliated with NOAA University Joint Institutes should
comply with joint institutional requirements; they can be funded through grants either
to their institutions or to joint institutes.
IV.
Application and Submission Information
A. Address to Request Application Package
Electronic application packages are strongly encouraged and are available at:
http://www.grants.gov/. Paper application packages are available on the NOAA
Grants Management website at: http://www.ago.noaa.gov/grants/appkit.shtml.  If the
applicant has difficulty accessing Grants.gov or downloading the required forms
from the NOAA website, they should contact: Roy Williams, CAMEO, 1315 East
West Highway, Room 12436, Silver Spring, MD, 20910 or by phone at (301)
713-2367, est. 141, or via internet at Roy.Williams@noaa.gov. 
B. Content and Form of Application
For clarity in the submission of proposals, the following definitions are
provided for recipient use: Funding and/or Budget Period - The period of time when
Federal funding is available for obligation by the recipient.  The funding period must
always be specified in multi-year awards, using fixed year funds.  This term may also
be used to mean _budget period_.  A budget period is typically 12 months.  Award
and/or Project Period - The period established in the award document during which
Federal sponsorship begins and ends.  The term _award period_ is also referred to as
project period in 15 CFR 14.2(cc).  
Each proposal must include the following nine elements or it will be returned to
    (a) Standard Form 424.  At time of proposal submission, all applicants
anticipating direct funding shall submit the Standard Form, SF 424, _Application for
Federal Assistance,_ to indicate the total amount of funding proposed for the whole
project period.  This form is to be the cover page for the original proposal and all
requested copies.  Multi institutional proposals must include signed SF 424 and SF
424A forms from all institutions requesting funding.
(b) Signed Summary title page.  The title page should be signed by the Principal
Investigator (PI).  The Summary title page identifies the project's title, starting with
the header: CAMEO:  Building the Foundation, a short title (less than 50 characters),
and the PI's name and affiliation, complete address, phone, FAX and E mail
information.  The requested budget for each fiscal year should be included on the
Summary title page.  Multi institution proposals must also identify the lead
investigator from each fiscal year for each institution and the requested funding for
each fiscal year for each institution on the title page, but no signatures are required on
the title page from the additional institutions.  Lead investigator and separate budget
information is not requested on the title page for institutions that are proposed to
receive funds through a subcontract to the lead institution; however, the SF-424A and
accompanying budget justification must be submitted for each subcontractor.  For
further details on budget information, please see Section (7) Budget of this Part.
(c) One page abstract/project summary.  The Project Summary (Abstract) Form,
which is to be submitted at time of application, shall include an introduction of the
problem, rationale, scientific objectives and/or hypotheses to be tested, and a brief
summary of work to be completed.  The prescribed NMFS format for the Project
Summary Form can be found on the NMFS/S&T Internet site under the Grants
Information section, Part D.
The summary should appear on a separate page, headed with the proposal title,
institution(s), investigator(s), total proposed cost, and budget period. It should be
written in the third person.  The summary is used to help compare proposals quickly
and allows the respondents to summarize these key points in their own words.
    (d) Project description.  The description of the proposed project must be complete
and divided into annual increments of work that include: identification of the problem,
scientific objectives, proposed methodology, relevance to the CAMEO program,
synthesis program goals, and its scientific priorities.  The project description
(including relevant results from prior support) should not exceed 15 pages.  Page
limits are inclusive of figures, other visual materials, and letters of endorsement, but
are exclusive of references, a milestone chart, and letters of collaboration from
unfunded collaborators.
This section should clearly identify project management with a description of the
functions of each PI within a team.  It should provide a full scientific justification for
the research, rather than simply reiterating justifications presented in this document. 
It should also include: 
(i) The objective for the period of proposed work and its expected significance; 
(ii) The relation to the present state of knowledge in the field and relation to previous
work and work in progress by the proposing principal investigator(s); 
(iii) A discussion of how the proposed project lends value to the program goals;  
(iv) Potential coordination with other investigators.
(e) References cited.  Reference information is required.  Each reference must include
the names of all authors in the same sequence they appear in the publications, the
article title, volume number, page numbers, and year of publications.  While there is
no established page limitation, this section should include bibliographic citations only
and should not be used to provide parenthetical information outside of the 15-page
proposal descriptions.     
(f) Milestone chart. Provide time lines of major tasks covering the duration of the
proposed project.
(g) Budget. At time of proposal submission, all applicants are required to submit a
SF-424A for each fiscal year increment.  Multi-institution proposals must include a
SF-424A for each institution, and multi-investigator proposals using a lead
investigator with a contractor/subgrantee approach must submit a SF-424A for each
contractor/subgrantee.
Each contractor or subgrantee should be listed as a separate item.  Describe
products/services to be obtained and indicate the applicability or necessity of each to
the project.  Provide separate budgets for each subgrantee or contractor regardless of
the dollar value and indicate the basis for the cost estimates.  List all subgrantee or
contractor costs under line item number 6F - Contractual on the SF-424A.
All applications must include a budget narrative and a justification to support all
proposed budget categories. 
Ship time needs must be clearly identified in the proposed budget.  The proposer is
responsible for requesting ship time through appropriate channels and for meeting all
requirements to ensure the availability of requested ship time.  Copies of relevant
ship time request forms should be included with the proposal.
(h) Biographical sketch.  All principal and co-investigators must provide summaries
of up to 2 pages that include the following: 
(i)  A listing of professional and academic credentials and mailing address;
(ii)  A list of up to five publications most closely related to the proposed project and
five other significant publications.  Additional lists of publications, lectures, and the
rest should not be included;
(iii)  A list of all persons (including their organizational affiliation) in alphabetical
order, with whom the investigator has collaborated on a project or publication within
the last 48 months, including collaborators on the proposal and persons listed in the
publications.  If no collaborators exist, this should be so indicated;
(iv)  A list of persons (including their organizational affiliation) with whom the
individual has had an association such as thesis advisor or postdoctoral scholar sponsor;
(v)  A list of the names and institutions of the individual_s own graduate and
postgraduate advisors.
The material presented in (c, d, and e) is used to assist in identifying potential
conflicts or bias in the selection of reviewers.
(i) Current and pending support.  Describe all current and pending financial/funding
support for all principal and co-investigators, including subsequent funding in the case
of continuing grants.  All current support from all sources (e.g., Federal, state or local
government agencies, private foundations, industrial or other commercial
organizations) must be listed.  The proposed project and all other projects or activities
requiring a portion of time of the principal investigator or co-investigators should be
included, even if they receive no salary support from the projects.  The total award
amount for the entire award period covered (including indirect costs) should be
shown as well as the number of person-months per year to be devoted to the project,
regardless of source of support.
(j) Proposal format and assembly (only for proposals not submitted through Grants
Online).  The original proposal should be clamped in the upper left hand corner, but
left unbound.  The two additional copies can be stapled in the upper left-hand corner
or bound on the left edge.  The page margin must be one inch (2.5 cm) at the top,
bottom, left, and right, and the typeface standard 12-point size must be clear and
easily legible. Proposals should be single spaced.
C. Submission Dates and Times
Proposals must be received no later than [insert date 90 days after publication
date in the Federal Register].  The closing dates will be the same as for electronic and
paper submissions noted in this announcement.  NOAA and NSF strongly
recommend that applicants not wait until the application deadline date to begin the
application process through Grants.gov.
D. Intergovernmental Review
Applications under this program are not subject to Executive Order 12372, 
Intergovernmental Review of Federal Programs.  
E. Funding Restrictions
The Department of Commerce Pre-Award Notification Requirements for
Grants and Cooperative Agreements contained in the Federal Register October 1, 2001
(66 FR 49917), as amended by the Federal Register notice published on October 30,
2002 (67 FR 66109), are applicable to this solicitation.
F. Other Submission Requirements
Applicants should contact the program officer (below) for non-electronic
submission instructions. Facsimile transmissions and electronic mail submission of
full proposals will not be accepted.  Applications submitted in response to this
announcement are strongly encouraged to be submitted through the Grants.gov web
site. The full funding announcement for this program is available via the Grants.gov
web site: http://www.grants.gov.  The closing dates will be the same as for electronic
and paper submissions noted in this announcement.  NOAA and NSF strongly
recommend that applicants not wait until the application deadline date to begin the
application process through Grants.gov.
Applicants are strongly encouraged to submit applications electronically
through http://www.grants.gov. Hard copies may be submitted by postal mail,
commercial delivery service, or hand-delivery. Proposals being submitted in hard
copy must be received by: ATTN: Michael Ford, CAMEO Program Manager, 1315
East West Highway, Room 14553, Silver Spring, MD, 20910. Facsimile transmissions
and e-mail submission of proposals will not be accepted
V.
Application Review Information
A. Evaluation Criteria
The following evaluation criteria and weighting of the criteria are as follows:
1.  Importance and/or relevance and applicability of proposed project to the program
goals. This ascertains whether there is intrinsic value in the proposed work and/or
relevance to NOAA, federal, regional, state, or local goals and priorities. For this
competition, proposals address research will make substantial contributions or
develop products leading to improved management of coastal resources (this criterion
fulfills the _Broader Impacts_ requirement for NSF proposals);
2. Technical/Scientific Merit (50 percent):  This assesses whether the approach is
technically sound and/or innovative, if the methods are appropriate, and whether
there are clear project goals and objectives for this management activity. For this
competition, proposals address the intrinsic scientific value of the proposed work
and the likelihood that it will lead to fundamental advancements, new discoveries or
will have substantial impact on progress in that field.  The proposed work should
have focused science objectives and a complete and efficient strategy for making
measurements and observations in support of the objectives. The approach should
be sound and logically planned throughout the cycle of the proposed work;
3. Overall qualifications of applicants (20 percent)  This ascertains whether the
applicant possesses the necessary education, experience, training, facilities, and
administrative resources to accomplish the project.  For this competition, the
proposals address the capability of the investigator and collaborators to complete the
proposed work as evidenced by past research accomplishments, previous cooperative
work, timely communication, and the sharing of findings, data, and other 
research products;   
4. Project costs (10 percent) The Budget is evaluated to determine if it is realistic and
commensurate with the project needs and time-frame.  For this competition,
proposals address the adequacy of the proposed resources to accomplish the
proposed work, and the appropriateness of the requested funding with respect to the
total available funds.
5. Outreach and Education (0 percent): Outreach and education NOAA assesses
whether this project provides a focused and effective education and outreach strategy
regarding NOAA_s mission to protect the Nation_s natural resources.
B. Review and Selection Process
Project Funding Priority consideration will be given to proposals that
promote balanced coverage of the science objectives and avoid duplication of
completed or ongoing work. 
Program Officers reserve the option of  evaluating and scoring proposals individually
in accordance with the assigned weights of the above evaluation criteria by
independent peer mail review and/or by independent peer panel review. Both Federal
and non Federal experts in the field may be used in this process. The peer mail
reviewers will be several individuals with expertise in the subjects addressed by
particular proposals. Each mail reviewer will see only certain individual proposals
within his or her area of expertise, and score them individually on a scale of one to
five, where scores represent respectively: Excellent (1), Very Good (2), Good (3),
Fair (4), Poor (5).
The peer panel will comprise 6 to 10 individuals, with each individual having
expertise in a separate area, so that the panel, as a whole, covers a range of scientific
expertise. The panel will have access to all mail reviews of proposals, and will use the
mail reviews in discussion and evaluation of the entire slate of proposals. All
proposals will be evaluated and scored individually. The peer panel shall rate the
proposals using the evaluation criteria and scores provided above and used by the
mail reviewers. The individual peer panelist scores shall be averaged for each
application and presented to the program officers. No consensus advice will be given
by the independent peer mail review or the review panel.
The program officers will neither vote or score proposals as part of the independent
peer panel nor participate in discussion of the merits of the proposal. Those
proposals receiving an average panel score of ``Fair'' or ``Poor'' will not be given
further consideration, and proposers will be notified of non selection.
For the proposals rated by the panel as either ``Excellent,'' ``Very Good,'' or ``Good'',
the program officers will (a) select the proposals to be recommended for funding by
average panel ratings, and/or by applying the project funding priorities listed below;
(b) determine the total duration of funding for each proposal; and (c) determine the
amount of funds available for each proposal subject to the availability of fiscal year
funds. Awards may not necessarily be made in rank order. In addition, proposals rated
by the panel as either ``Excellent,'' ``Very Good,'' or ``Good'' that are not funded in
the current fiscal period, may be considered for funding in another fiscal period
without having to repeat the competitive, review process.
Recommendations for funding are then forwarded to the selecting official, the Director
of Scientific Programs and Chief Science Advisor for NOAA/NMFS, or the Program
Director for NSF Biological Oceanography, for the final funding decision. The
Director shall make the final funding decisions based upon reviewer/program officer
recommendations, project funding priorities and availability of funds.
At the conclusion of the review process, NOAA Ecosystem Goal Team Lead and
the NSF Biological Oceanography Program Director or staff will notify lead
proposers for those projects recommended for support, and negotiate revisions in the
proposed work and budget.  Final awards will be issued by the agency responsible for
a specific project after receipt and processing of any specific materials required by the
agency.
Investigators may be asked to modify objectives, work plans or budgets, and provide
supplemental information required by the agency prior to the award. When a decision
has been made (whether an award or declination), verbatim anonymous copies of
reviews and summaries of review panel deliberations, if any, will be made available to
the proposer. Declined applications will be held in the NMFS/S&T office for the
required 3 years in accordance with the current retention requirements, and then
destroyed.
C. Selection Factors
The Selecting Official shall award in the rank order unless the proposal is
justified to be selected out of rank order based on one or more of the following factors: 
1. Availability of funding 
2. Balance and distribution of funds 
a. By research area 
b. By project type 
c. By type of institutions 
d. By type of partners 
e. Geographically 
3. Duplication of other projects funded or considered for funding by NOAA/Federal
agencies. 
4. Program priorities and policy factors as set in Sections I.A and B of the FFO. 
5. Applicant_s prior award performance. 
6. Partnerships with/Participation of targeted groups. 
7. Adequacy of information necessary for NOAA staff to make a National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) determination and draft necessary documentation
before recommendations for funding are made to the NOAA Grants Officer.
D. Anticipated Announcement and Award Dates
Subject to the availability of funds, review of proposals will occur during May
and June 2008, and funding should begin during fall 2008 for most approved projects.
September 1, 2008, should be used as the proposed start date on proposals, unless
otherwise directed by the Program Officer. 
VI.
Award Administration Information
A. Award Notices
The notice of award is signed by the NOAA or NSF Grants Officer and is the
authorizing document.  It is provided by postal mail to the appropriate business
office of the recipient organization.  The CAMEO Program will notify unsuccessful
applicants, in writing, by postal mail. 
B. Administrative and National Policy Requirements
B. Administrative and National Policy Requirements
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
        NOAA must analyze the potential environmental impacts, as required by the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), for applicant projects or proposals
which are seeking NOAA federal funding opportunities. Detailed information on
NOAA compliance with NEPA can be found at the following NOAA NEPA website:
http://www.nepa.noaa.gov/, including our NOAA Administrative Order 216-6 for
NEPA, http://www.nepa.noaa.gov/NAO216--6--TOC.pdf, and the Council on
Environmental Quality implementation regulations,
http://ceq.eh.doe.gov/nepa/regs/ceq/toc_ceq.htm Consequently, as part of an
applicant's package, and under their description of their program activities, applicants
are required to provide detailed information on the activities to be conducted,
locations, sites, species and habitat to be affected, possible construction activities,
and any environmental concerns that may exist (e.g., the use and disposal of
hazardous or toxic chemicals, introduction of non-indigenous species, impacts to
endangered and threatened species, aquaculture projects, and impacts to coral reef
systems). In addition to providing specific information that will serve as the basis for
any required impact analyses, applicants may also be requested to assist NOAA in
drafting of an environmental assessment, if NOAA determines an assessment is
required. Applicants will also be required to cooperate with NOAA in identifying
feasible measures to reduce or avoid any identified adverse environmental impacts of
their proposal. The failure to do so shall be grounds for not selecting an application.
In some cases if additional information is required after an application is selected,
funds can be withheld by the Grants Officer under a special award condition requiring
the recipient to submit additional environmental compliance information sufficient to
enable NOAA to make an assessment on any impacts that a project may have on the
environment. 
        Pre-Award Notification Requirements for Grants and Cooperative Agreements 
        The Department of Commerce Pre-Award Notification Requirements for
Grants and Cooperative Agreements contained in the Federal Register notice of
February 11, 2008 (73 FR7696) are applicable to this funding opportunity.
        Limitation of Liability 
        In no event will NOAA or the Department of Commerce be responsible for
proposal preparation costs if these programs fail to receive funding or are cancelled
because of other agency priorities. Publication of this announcement does not oblige
NOAA to award any specific project or to obligate any available funds. Recipients and
sub-recipients are subject to all Federal laws and agency policies, regulations and
procedures applicable to Federal financial assistance awards. 
        Paperwork Reduction Act 
        This notification involves collection-of-information requirements subject to the
Paperwork Reduction Act. The use of Standard Forms 424, 424A, 424B, and SFLLL
and CD-346 has been approved by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB)
under control numbers 0348-0043, 0348-0044, 0348-0040 and 0348-0046 and
0605-0001. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person is required to
respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a
collection of information subject to the requirements of the PRA unless that collection
of information displays a currently valid OMB control number. 
        Executive Order 12866 
        It has been determined that this notice is not significant for purposes of
Executive Order 12866. 
        Executive Order 13132 (Federalism) 
        It has been determined that this notice does not contain policies with Federalism
implications as that term is defined in Executive Order 13132. 
        Administrative Procedure Act/Regulatory Flexibility Act 
        Prior notice and an opportunity for public comment are not required by the
Administrative procedure Act or any other law for rules concerning public
property, loans, grants, benefits, and contracts (5 U.S.C. 553(a)(2)). Because notice
and opportunity for comments are not required pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 553 or any
other law, the analytical requirements of the Regulatory Flexibility Act (5 U.S.C.
601 et seq.) are inapplicable. Therefore, a regulatory flexibility analysis has not been
prepared, and none has been prepared. It has been determined that this notice does not
contain policies with Federalism implications as that term is defined in Executive
Order 13132.
Universal Identifier
    For programs that have deadline dates on or after October 1, 2003, 
applicants should be aware that they may be required to provide a Dun 
and Bradstreet Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number during the 
application process. See the October 30, 2002 Federal Register, (67 FR 
661770 for additional information. Organizations can receive a DUNS 
number at no cost by calling the dedicated toll-free DUNS Number 
request line at 1-866-705-5711 or via the internet (http://www.dunandbradstreet.com
).
NOAA implementation of Homeland Security Presidential Directive - 12
    If the performance of a financial assistance award, if approved by 
NOAA, requires recipients to have physical access to Federal premises 
for more than 180 days or access to a Federal information system, any 
items or services delivered under a financial assistance award shall 
comply with the Department of Commerce personal identity verification 
procedures that implement Homeland Security Presidential Directive -12, 
FIPS PUB 201, and the Office of Management and Budget Memorandum M-05-
24. The recipient shall insert this clause in all subawards or 
contracts when the subaward recipient or contractor is required to have 
physical access to a Federally controlled facility or access to a 
Federal information system.
C. Reporting
For NOAA awards, all financial and progress reports shall be submitted in
triplicate (one original and two copies).  Financial reports are to be submitted to the
NOAA Grants Officer and Performance (technical) reports are to be submitted to the
NOAA program officer.  Financial reports are semi-annual and Performance reports
are annual.
Submission of Scientific Data
The fundamental objectives of CAMEO are dependent upon the cooperation of
scientists from several disciplines. Physicists, biologists, and chemists must make
use of data collected during CAMEO field, laboratory, and modeling programs and
retrospective analyses to further our understanding of the interplay of physics,
biology, and chemistry. Our objectives require quantitative analysis of
interdisciplinary data sets and therefore data must be exchanged between researchers.
To extract the full scientific value, data must be made available to the CAMEO
program as soon as they are useful (not necessarily final) and delivered on a timely basis.  
All data collected by CAMEO scientific investigators in laboratory experiments,
models, analyses, and on ships should be made available "as soon as data might be
useful to other researchers."  Principal investigators are responsible for the selection
of methods, equipment, and calibration procedures. If new measurement techniques
are used, methods relating the new data to existing data should be developed,
documented and provided to the CAMEO Program Manager.
Data collected for CAMEO field programs will be made available whenever it is of
general use. In some cases, this may require multiple submission of the data to the
CAMEO Program. This will be necessary when a portion of the data are not available
promptly or if calibrations need to be changed after the original submission of the
data. Data sets consist of both the actual measurements and also descriptive data,
sometimes referred to as metadata. Metadata consists of location, time, units,
accuracy, precision, method of measurement or sampling, investigator, reference to
publications describing the data set, a description of the processing of the data, etc.
Data are the intellectual property of the collecting scientists and any scientist making
substantial use of a data set should communicate with the investigators who acquired
the data prior to publication and anticipate that the data collectors will be co-authors
of published results. 
The CAMEO program seeks to enhance the value of data collected by providing a set
of guidelines for the collection, storage, and archival of these data sets and assisting
in program-wide data management.  Principal investigators should contact the
CAMEO program manager for details before beginning projects.  
VII.
Agency Contacts
Technical Information. Michael Ford, CAMEO Program Manager,
NOAA/NMFS, 301-713-2239, Internet: Michael.Ford@noaa.gov or Phil Taylor,
Program Director, Biological Oceanography, OCE/GEO/NSF, 703-292 8582,
Internet: prtaylor@nsf.gov or Cynthia Suchman, Associate Program Director,
Biological Oceanography, OCE/GEO/NSF, 703/292-8582, Internet: csuchman@nsf.gov.
Business Management Information.  Roy Williams, NMFS/S&T Grants
Administrator, 301-713-2367 x 141, Internet: Roy.Williams@noaa.gov
VIII. Other Information
Publications resulting from CAMEO studies will be catalogued online.
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