
PI - Randy Duran
University of Florida

Award # CHE-0552785

The 16 students who joined research groups at the University 
of Florida Campus this summer studied a broad range of 
topics, from polymers, ylides, LIBS, heterobimetallic
catalysts, carbonyl compounds, to marine annelids, DNA, and 
gestation and parenting behavior of fish, 

In addition to their research activities the summer, students 
traveled, as guests of the UF Physics Department, to the 
National High Magnetic Field Laboratory at Florida State 
University for a day of presentations. They also attended 
special lectures by local and guest scientists and ended the 
summer by networking with fellow student researchers at UF-
owned Lake Wauburg for a recreation day. 

On Oct. 21, all REU students will return to Gainesville to 
feature their work, along with 50 other presenters from UF 
departments and colleges and other universities. in the main 
gallery of Florida Museum of Natural History as a part of 
“Science Day at the Museum: Research and Discovery”.

Dr. Weihong
Tan, chemical biology and  
molecular engineering, 
discusses experiment 
results with Fanny Rossi 
among an array of lab 
instruments.

David Mburu 
Ng’ang’a and a 
graduate student in 
Dr. Ben Smith’s lab 
take a break from 
their research in 
Laser-induced 
breakdown 
spectroscopy (LIBS). 

Shani Samuel

Christina Sweeney learns 
to use new equipment 
under the direction of 
Marie Correia to study 
electrochemical oxidation 
of alcohols using 
heterobimetallic
catalysts.

Shani Samuel, with her 
mentors Stefan 
Ellinger, Pierre 
Beujuge and Jiangup
Mei, works under the 
hood.


