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We are pleased to announce the appointment of Dr. Carol Bessel as the Deputy Division 
Director, Division of Chemistry, Directorate for Mathematical and Physical Sciences. Dr. 
Bessel started as a permanent program officer in the Division of Chemistry in 2007.  In 
2010, she became the program manager for the Fuels from Sunlight Energy Innovation 
Hub and the Energy Frontier Research Centers Program in the Chemical Sciences, 
Geosciences and Biosciences Division of the Office of Science at the Department of 
Energy.  She returned to NSF in 2012 and has served as the Acting Deputy Division 
Director in both the Divisions of Materials Research and Chemistry.  Dr. Bessel has 
consistently earned accolades for her for program work, specifically for her leadership of 
the Energy Innovation Hub Program (DOE) and the joint EPA/NSF Networks for 
Sustainable Molecular Design and Synthesis Program (NSF).  Prior to coming to the NSF 
permanently she was a Professor of Chemistry at Villanova University, where she 
conducted research on graphite nanofibers, reactions in supercritical carbon dioxide, and 
the synthesis of novel ruthenium coordination complexes. Dr. Bessel received her 
Bachelors and Ph.D. degrees in Chemistry from the State University of New York at 
Buffalo in 1988 and 1993, respectively. She earned a prestigious National Research 
Council Postdoctoral Fellowship at the Naval Research Laboratory in Washington, D.C. 
(1993) as well as a Mary Ingraham Bunting Fellowship in Biomedical Research at the 
Radcliffe Institute of Advanced Studies at Harvard University (1999). Dr. Bessel has 
published over 30 papers in major research journals, and holds 1 patent. 
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