
For more than 60 years, NSF investments in fundamental research have 
fostered long-term economic growth, underpinned medical 
breakthroughs, educated the next generation of scientists and engineers, 
and addressed national needs.  NSF funding has been crucial for 
technological leaps that affect health care, automotive safety, 
communications and many other technologies.  Here is a representation 
of the impact of NSF-funded research in a day in the life of some families.  
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A DAY IN THE LIFE – 
HOW NSF RESEARCH 
AFFECTS YOU

0600 Rise and shine, take 
enriched daily supplement

0700 Shower and shave with 
low-cost, low-energy clean water

0800 Check weather forecast, 
accuracy aided by Doppler radar

0900 Log onto office computer, 
protected by enhanced cybersecurity

1000 Science and math classes made more 
challenging but rewarding with STEM 

educational techniques

1100 Check factory output, robotics made 
possible by advanced manufacturing

1200 Troll the farmer’s market, load 
up on nutrient-rich vegetables

2200 Round out busy day with sleep, 
boosting children’s cognitive performance

2000 Parents and kids gaze at the night sky 
and chart the stars

1700 Family car brings everyone home 
thanks to directions from a GPS

1600 Convene at science museum and  
become enthralled by “CSI Experience” exhibit

1400 MRI exam shows what’s causing that 
pain in mom’s elbow

1300 Adventures in grocery shopping, 
costs controlled by universal bar codes

1900 Mom and dad work on their tablets, catching
up on emails and planning their schedules for tomorrow


