Creatures large and small, simple and complex help scientists and engineers understand
how the human brain and nervous system works. Here are a few examples.
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Zebrafish
Certain brain circuits activate when
an animal is startled, and those
circuits evolve over time.

Rats and Mice

Modifying animal genes gives scientists the
ability to explore specific brain functions,
like stress, diet and maternal behavior.

Non-human Primate
Animals with highly developed cognitive
skills help scientists study how the brain
makes decisions and controls the body.

Human
Studying humans in controlled
environments uncovers everything
from how sleep affects learning to
risk-taking and economics.
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