
COVID-19 Impacts 
on the 
U.S. Antarctic 
Program

Dr. William Easterling, 
Assistant Director, 
Directorate for Geosciences

Ms. Stephanie Short,
Antarctic Infrastructure & Logistics



Deploying Participants
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2021 USAP Deployers by Station
Vessels, 34

Palmer, 40

South Pole, 60

McMurdo, 477



Overcoming Challenges
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YBCS FIJI

HNL

CHC

A.S.
Tahiti

Re-routing Around Closures

Testing and Clinic Preparations

A typical ice pier covered in fines (inset), and 
this year’s pier with significant melt ponds.



Keeping the Stations Operating
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Supporting Science
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OPP-1640481 Rotella: The consequences of maternal effects and 
environmental conditions on offspring success in an Antarctic predator 

Small student-led science team 
supported

Excavation and servicing of 
Lower Thwaites Glacier 
POLENET site before (left) 
and after (right) service: 
ASC Support (G-079-M)

OPP-1745074 Wilson: POLENET and OPP-1739003 Tulaczyk-Christoffersen: TIME
Servicing of the TIME 
passive seismic site)



Supporting Science
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South Pole Telescope and BICEP Array

IceCube Neutrino 
Observatory

Atmospheric Research Observatory



Planning Next Season
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Communicating
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Excavation of the ARIANNA experiment for retrograde

Monitoring and Flagging of SuperDARN antennae Deployment of  NOAA Antarctic 
Marine Living Resources (AMLR) 

Program Mooring

WAIS Camp fuel Bladder Raising 

Questions


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9

