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Denise Zannino is joining NSF as an AAAS Science and Technology Fellow in the Office of 

Legislative and Public Affairs. Trained in the fields of Neuroscience and Developmental Biology, Denise 

has a strong interest in how the brain develops and forms functional neural circuits and connections. 

She earned her Ph.D. from Vanderbilt University, using zebrafish to study how the early brainstem is 

patterned, and then went onto a postdoctoral fellowship at the University of Massachusetts Medical 

School, continuing her work to study motor circuit formation. In addition to her research, she has a 

strong interest in science communication and outreach. Throughout her training she has been involved 

with various hands-on science outreach programs and events for children. Notably, she helped 

establish a classroom science laboratory in a small village in Limpopo, South Africa. In addition as a 

postdoc in Worcester, MA, she was involved with a local science communication group, Science Café 

Woo, bringing local scientists and the public together. In her spare time Denise enjoys hiking, traveling, 

cooking, and photography. 


