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The Subcommittee reviewed the FY2001 Performance Report of the Biological Sciences Directorate, the reports of the various Committees of Visitors and the NSF responses, and other materials (reports of workshops and press releases provided by the Foundation).


The Subcommittee concluded that its input could be of most value if it essentially acted as an “external auditor” and provided the Directorate with a “management letter” much as an auditing firm would provide to its clients.


In that spirit, the Subcommittee endorses the self-assessment of the Directorate’s performance and rates it as successful in meeting the FY2001 performance goals of the Foundation (People, Ideas, and Tools) in the areas for which the Biological Sciences Directorate has responsibility.  There remains the issue of increasing diversity in the national science and engineering enterprise but it should be recognized that this is a very large problem without easy solutions.   The Subcommittee recommends that the Directorate consider this issue carefully and in consultation with the rest of the Foundation. 


We believe that the long-term funding that this Directorate has provided for areas such as fundamental plant biology, environmental biology and biodiversity (areas that other agencies don’t support) has been vitally important in advancing knowledge and progress in these disciplines.  Such long-term support has also enabled synergies with and contributions to other disciplines such as fundamental cellular and molecular biology, neurobiology, and social and behavioral sciences.  We also applaud the Biological Sciences Directorate for its support of and participation in interagency initiatives such as phytoremediation, metabolic engineering and the Microbe Project.  These kinds of activities provide maximum leveraging of funds and help ensure that Federal funding for science and engineering contributes to the national enterprise.


With regard to the implementation of the two review criteria, the Subcommittee recognizes that this is still a work in progress.  Our assessment is that within the Foundation, the program officers do a good job of evaluating and documenting both the scientific merit and broader impact of proposals.  With regard to educating both review panels and ad hoc reviewers about the importance of addressing both criteria, the Subcommittee finds that while there has been progress over the past year, there is still room for improvement.  Therefore, the Subcommittee recommends that the Directorate carefully review the suggestions and recommendations of the various COVs in this regard and implement those recommendations that have the potential for increasing the effectivenss of the merit review process.


The Subcommittee complements the Directorate on the achievement of most of the management goals regarding grants review and award processing.  Several of the COVs had recommendations for additional improvements and the Subcommittee suggests that these recommendations be considered either by the Directorate or by the appropriate NSF-wide committee.  Over the course of time, the Subcommittee recommends that the Directorate report back to the Advisory Committee regarding the fate of the COV recommendations, particularly where these recommendations resulted in substantive process improvements. 


The Subcommittee finds that the Directorate appears to be well-positioned to both achieve the performance goals of the Foundation in the future and to recognize and support emerging areas in biological sciences.  The Subcommittee also finds that the long-term support provided by the Foundation is crucial to the continued health and progress of biologicale  sciences.  In that regard, the Subcommittee encourages the Directorate to continue to search for ways to capitalize on the positive changes taking place in the biological sciences (research and training) and to incorporate these changes into its programs.  


The following signature page is attached to the original report.

FY 2001 Performance Assessment of the Biological Sciences Directorate

Transmitted to NSF by the GPRA Subcommittee of the Biological Sciences Advisory Committee

November 9, 2001

Members of the BIOAC GPRA Working Group:

Norine Noonan

Claire Fraser

Kerri-Ann Jones

Steward Pickett

John Wooley

Ellen Goldberg, Chair, BIO Advisory Committee

