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Webinar Topics

•Current EPSCoR Eligibility
– Criteria & Procedures
– Entering and Exiting the Program

•FY 2019 Eligibility Table

• Issues to Be Addressed
– Re-Entry in EPSCoR
– Eligibility Methodology

•Discussion
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Current EPSCoR Eligibility Criteria

• Eligibility calculated annually based on a jurisdiction’s portion of 
NSF’s Research (R&RA) support over the prior three years.

– R&RA does not include EHR or MRE funding
– Some national facilities (Research Vessels, Polar Activities) are 

excluded from the calculation.
– Other national facilities (e.g., Telescopes and Cyberinfrastructure) 

are not excluded.
– EPSCoR’s own investments are currently not excluded from the 

calculation.

• Current eligibility threshold is 0.75% of NSF R&RA

•Due to lag in data availability, the eligibility table for the fiscal 
year is usually not published until the new calendar year. 
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Historical Context

•For much of NSF EPSCoR’s history, there was a tendency 
toward gradually increasing the eligibility threshold.
– Effect was to expand the number of eligible jurisdictions, and 

maintain the eligibility of jurisdictions that would otherwise have 
become ineligible.

– Current threshold of 0.75% has been in effect since 2003. Prior to 
that, eligibility changed every 5-10 years. 

•Five jurisdictions have crossed the threshold and lost 
eligibility:
– IA, TN, UT (FY 2013)
– MO (FY 2015)
– NM (FY 2018)
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Gaining Eligibility… and Losing It

•When jurisdictions have become newly eligible, they have 
been required to go through a (funded) planning process 
to establish the foundational infrastructure the program 
requires.
– Steering Committee w/ Bylaws

– Jurisdictional S&T Plan

•When jurisdictions have lost eligibility due to crossing 
the threshold, current procedures are to allow a soft exit.
– Current awards remain in place until completion.
– Remain eligible for in-progress (i.e., announced) competitions
– Remain eligible for co-funding and outreach for three years.
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FY 2019 Eligibility Table
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Issues to Address

1. Re-Entry into ESPCoR (Immediate Implementation)
– Two jurisdictions (Iowa and New Mexico) fell back below the 

threshold for the first time in FY 2019 after losing eligibility in prior 
years.

– No policy was in place to determine if/how jurisdictions could re-
establish eligibility after having exited the program.

2. Eligibility Methodology (For Completion in FY 2019)
– Jurisdictions moving in and out of eligibility creates instability and 

uncertainty for both the affected jurisdiction and NSF EPSCoR.
– Occasional questions about why eligibility calculation is the way it is.
– Timely to examine the overall process to make eligibility 

determination more stable, transparent, and fair.
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Issue #1: Re-Entry into EPSCoR

• New Planning Grant is NOT required.

•Eligible to compete for new RII awards upon 
documentation to NSF EPSCoR that they have similar 
administrative infrastructure in place to that needed to 
establish initial RII eligibility. Requires approval of NSF 
EPSCoR Section Head
– Active Jurisdictional Steering Committee
– Bylaws
– Current S&T Plan

• Immediately eligible for EPSCoR Co-funding and 
Outreach & Workshops.
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Issue #2: Eligibility Methodology
Overarching Context

• It is in NSF’s and the jurisdictions’ interest to avoid 
circumstances where eligibility fluctuates from year to year, 
and where there is uncertainty about whether a given 
jurisdiction will be eligible for an upcoming competition.

•There is also interest in making the eligibility calculations as 
simple as possible, while also being judicious in determining 
what parts of NSF’s overall portfolio should or should not be 
included in the calculation.

•Numerous interested stakeholders in this process:
– EPSCoR research community;
– Agency partners w/ EPSCoR or EPSCoR-like programs;
– OMB and Congress (esp. from EPSCoR jurisdictions)
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Issue #2: Eligibility Methodology (cont.)
Interagency Context

•EPSCoR and EPSCoR-like programs in different federal 
agencies operate under varying eligibility criteria.
– NASA and DOE EPSCoR adopt NSF’s eligibility list on an annual 

basis. (DoD is in the process of reinitiating their EPSCoR program.)
– USDA EPSCoR calculates their own eligibility annually.
– NIH IDeA has been locked into the same eligibility list for many 

years.

• In FY 2015, there was an effort to more tightly link 
eligibility across agencies using the median approach, but 
that effort was not successful.

•Agencies continue to coordinate EPSCoR agendas through 
the EPSCoR Interagency Coordinating Committee (EICC).
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• Engagement with Agency partners early on to determine desired level of 
coordination;

– One call in December; more discussion planned.

• Inform OMB, OSTP, and Congress as appropriate;
– Conference calls and email communication as needed (coordination w/ NSF Office of 

Legislative & Public Affairs)

• Engagement with jurisdictional research leadership to consider their input and 
concerns;

– Starting with this webinar;
– Extended discussion at May EPSCoR PD/PA/PI Meeting
– Email, phone discussions as needed

• Final Decision Process within NSF

• Plan launch at Fall 2019 EPSCoR National Conference, to be implemented 
starting with the release of the FY 2020 calculation.

• To avoid uncertainty during the methodology development process, no 
jurisdiction that was eligible in FY 2018 will lose eligibility until the development 
process is complete.
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Eligibility Methodology: Development Process 



12

NSF EPSCoR is re-examining its eligibility 
methodology to ensure that it is simple, 

transparent, fair, and stable. 

Your input is vital to the success of this 
process!!!



Questions for Stakeholders (Not Comprehensive)
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•Which overall methodology strategy should be used?
– For example: 3-5 year average, hysteresis, median, etc.

•Which NSF data should eligibility be based on?
– NSF Total funding, or R&RA

•Should there be any normalization factors?
– Per capita, S&E workforce, R1 institutions, etc.

•Should there be exclusions? If so, what should they be?
– Research Vessels, Polar Activities, Telescopes, 

Cyberinfrastructure, EPSCoR funding, etc.



Contacts

•Loretta Moore, Section Head, OIA/EPSCoR
– lmoore@nsf.gov; x7839

•Liz Lawrence, Senior Program Analyst, OIA/EPSCoR
– elawrenc@nsf.gov; x8997

•Tim VanReken, Program Director, OIA/EPSCoR
– tvanreke@nsf.gov; x7378
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Please send your feedback to: nsfepscor@nsf.gov

mailto:lmoore@nsf.gov
mailto:elawrence@nsf.gov
mailto:tvanreke@nsf.gov
mailto:nsfepscor@nsf.gov


Bottom Half of FY 2019 Eligibility Table
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