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What is a Highlight?What is a Highlight?

A b i f f•A brief summary of a 
significant achievementsignificant achievement.
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How are Highlights Used?How are Highlights Used?

• To communicate the impact of• To communicate the impact of 
your work to your State 
officials, Congress, the public, 
and NSFand NSF.
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Where Do Highlights Go?Where Do Highlights Go?

• To EPSCoR staff
• To the Science, Engineering & 
Education (SEE) Innovation 

b it f bli i iwebsite for public viewing
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www.research.gov/seeinnovationg /
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Highlights from Jurisdictionsg g
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ND EPSCoR Highlightg g
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EPSCoR GuidelinesEPSCoR Guidelines
• Highlights are expected for RII Track‐1 Track‐Highlights are expected for RII Track 1, Track
2 and C2 awards

• Highlights are required for RII Track 1• Highlights are required for RII Track‐1 
projects

Mi i f th b itt d ith th l– Minimum of three submitted with the annual 
report

• One science• One science

• One education/outreach

• One open to choicep
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NSF Guidelines for HighlightsNSF Guidelines for Highlights

• Identify a project with an outcome or 
accomplishment whose impacts wereaccomplishment whose impacts were

– transformative, or 

–benefited society or the economy, 

i l l l d–or met a national or local need. 

• What does your governor care about?What does your governor care about?
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Focus Title on OutcomeFocus Title on Outcome

• What is your Suggested Title?

Example: Rocks Indicate ThatExample: Rocks Indicate That 
Antarctica was Connected to North 
A iAmerica
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Define the OutcomeDefine the Outcome

• What is the outcome or 
li h t?accomplishment?

Example: A team of scientists has shownExample: A team of scientists has shown 
that a rock from Antarctica is identical to a 
band of rocks in western North America,band of rocks in western North America, 
implying that the two continents were once 
adjacent to one another.adjacent to one another.
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Describe the ImpactDescribe the Impact

• What is the impact?

Example: Determining the past 
fi i f h iconfiguration of the continents can serve 

many purposes, including modeling past 
li d di l i dclimates, understanding evolution, and 
helping to locate natural resources.
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Give More DetailsGive More Details

What explanation/background• What explanation/background 
does the lay reader need to 
understand the significance of this 
outcome?outcome?
Example: We currently have a good 

d t di f th l t l ti funderstanding of the last amalgamation of 
continents called Pangea, which existed from 
545 t 180 illi545 to 180 million years ago…
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Provide an Image*
*or more (up to 5 + video)

• An image that can be understood by• An image that can be understood by 
lay‐people, with accompanying form 
NSF 1515
The image should show the highlighted–The image should show the highlighted 
work itself – not a campus building or 
l blab.

–High quality visuals are important!g q y p
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Provide a CaptionProvide a Caption

• A suggested caption/description for• A suggested caption/description for 
the image (25 word max.)

Example: Researchers collect rock 
samples in the TransAntarcticsamples in the TransAntarctic
Mountains.
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Provide Credit for the ImageProvide Credit for the Image

• The credit should accompany the• The credit should accompany the 
image (usually the owner or 
copyright holder; can be individuals 
and/or their institutions)and/or their institutions)

Example: John Goodge, University of 
Minnesota‐Duluth; multiple credits 
can be enteredcan be entered
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Example Finished HighlightExample Finished Highlight

Arkansas scientistsArkansas scientists 
develop a natural 
source of resveratrolsource of resveratrol

Dr. Medina-Bolivar and graduate 
student, Cesar Nopo-Olazabal, 
examine peanut root cultures. 

EPS - 0701890

RII: Arkansas ASSET Initiative
Credit: Arkansas EPSCoR

Image Provided by: 
gail.mcclure@arkansas.gov

Form 1515

RII: Arkansas ASSET Initiative 

08/15/2007 - 03/31/2011

PI G il M Cl Form 1515PI: Gail McClure
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Example Finished Highlight
What is the outcome or accomplishment?

Example Finished Highlight

Experimental research led by Dr. Fabricio Medina-Bolivar and Dr. Maureen 
Dolan of the Biosciences Institute at Arkansas State University (ASU) has shown 
that the hairy roots of the peanut plant can be a consistent source of high quality 
resveratrolresveratrol.…

What is the impact?

Resveratrol is a plant derived compound and is known for its anticancerResveratrol is a plant-derived compound and is known for its anticancer 
properties and use as an antioxidant. Research has shown the beneficial 
effects of resveratrol on extending the life span of rodents…

What explanation/background does the lay reader need to 
understand the significance of this outcome?

Dr. Medina-Bolivar has many years of research experience inDr. Medina Bolivar has many years of research experience in 
manipulating plant roots to produce biologically active 
compounds in a laboratory setting…
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Considerations for MaterialConsiderations for Material
• Any highlight should have been majority‐Any highlight should have been majority
supported by the RII award

– Multiple NSF funding sources okay

– A majority of the funding should have been from 
EPSC R dan EPSCoR award

• Highlights should culminated during the most g g g
recent reporting period

Hi hli ht t b t d l t i• Highlights must be stand‐alone stories
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What Doesn’t WorkWhat Doesn t Work
• Holding a meeting does not usually justify aHolding a meeting does not usually justify a 
highlight
– A significant outcome or product of a meeting– A significant outcome or product of a meeting 
might justify a highlight

d d ll f• Receiving an award does not usually justify a 
highlight
– The science that culminated in the award may be 
worthy of a highlight if there is recent activity 
f th EPSC R dfrom the EPSCoR award
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Use Caution with TheseUse Caution with These
• Having a prestigious journal accept an articleHaving a prestigious journal accept an article 
is generally not a highlight. 
– The science behind article almost always is– The science behind article almost always is.

• Doing an education or outreach event is 
generally not a highlight unless its impacts 
have been measured.  
– Provide data, such as its impact on K‐12 
curriculum and teachers.
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Consider CarefullyConsider Carefully
• Getting a new grant or award, while worthyGetting a new grant or award, while worthy 
news, does not justify a highlight
– The work to be done is all in the future
– Highlights are for recent accomplishments in the 
current award only

• A press release by itself might not be enough 
for a highlightg g
– Include details about where the work was 
published and how the work and its impacts fit 
into the EPSCoR project
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Thank You
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