
2019 NSF EPSCoR National Conference
Columbia, South Carolina

October 27-30, 2019 
Sunday-Wednesday,  

Dr. Prakash Nagarkatti
Vice President for Research
University of South Carolina



Columbia Convention Center

Conference Location Features:
• Columbia is South Carolina’s capital city
• Population of 135,000 and Metropolitan area: 837,000.  
• The Columbia Convention Center is located in the heart of downtown, 

walking distance from ample amenities including excellent hotels:
• Hilton 
• Aloft Hotel
• Hampton Inn Downtown Historic District
• Hyatt Place Hotel and more



Welcome Reception on Sunday
Columbia Museum of Art

Networking, Drinks & Dinner 



Theme:  Science and Partnerships 
Across Disciplinary Boundaries
Promoting transdisciplinary research and 

education through NSF EPSCoR investments
Broadening participation in STEM through 

partnerships
Promoting public-private partnerships
Big data in a transdisciplinary perspective
Evaluating transdisciplinary research



nsfepscor2019.org



New this year – Lightning Talks

Series of 3 minute talks highlighting all 
RII Track-1 awards
RII Track-1 – all invited
RII Track-2 – limited number selected

For students:  Publishing in high impact 
journals-- workshop by Science Editor



Two Poster Sessions
Poster sessions will be held on Day 1 and 

Day 2 of conference
We invite the following :
Undergraduate and graduate students
Postdocs
Faculty
RII Track-2 recipients
RII Track-4 recipients

 3 registration waivers per jurisdiction for student 
poster presenters
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Program Committee
• Nadim Aziz, SC EPSCoR State Office Director
• Laurie Bragg, Maine EOD Director
• Ray Callaway, Project Director, MT EPSCoR
• Lauren Clark, USC Office of Research
• Nelson Cardona Martinez, University of Puerto Rico -

Mayagüez 
• Katherine Echols, MS EPSCoR Project Administrator
• Kevin Gardner, Associate Director NH EPSCoR
• Prakash Nagarkatti, SC EPSCoR State Director
• Angela Peters, Vice Provost for Academic Programs, Claflin 

University
• Chelle Terwilliger, Project Administrator, MT EPSCoR
• John Wheeler, Associate Provost for Integrative Science, 

Furman University



Travel Support-
Designated Participants

Up to $2000 in travel support for 5 
Designated Participants per jurisdiction:
 URM faculty members
 Graduate students
 RII Track-4 recipients
 Government officials 
 State Committee members

Airfare, lodging and ground transportation



New Travel Support Procedures

• Each jurisdiction will select 5 Designated 
Participants, submit list of names by July 15

• Each Designated Participant must submit a 
Travel Authorization form and receive 
confirmation before any travel purchases can 
be made

• Further details will be sent to PDs and PAs 
week of May 20



Registration Opens June 1

Early Registration - $300
June 1 to July 15

Registration - $350
July 15 to September 20

Registration for the PD/PA/EOD meeting is $75.



Call for abstracts

• We will issue a call for abstracts on July 1. 



Important Dates
June 1: Registration opens (early registration 

through July 15)
July 1: Call for abstracts
October 27: Welcome reception
October 28-29: 26th EPSCoR National 

Conference
October 30: PA/PD/EOD Meeting



Columbia, SC Attractions

Riverbanks Zoo and GardenSouth Carolina State Museum

South Carolina Statehouse Lake Murray

Historic USC Horseshoe



Gorillas’ Hilarious Attempt to Avoid Rain

Riverbank Zoo, Columbia, SC



South Carolina and Nearby Attractions

Table Rock State Park, SC Myrtle Beach, SC

Charleston, SC Greenville, SC

Charlotte, NC



South Carolina Industry

Boeing in North Charleston, SC

BMW in Spartanburg, SC



Nice Restaurants and Good Food!!  

Fried 
Green 
Tomatoes 

Shrimp &
Grits



Let’s Converge 
in South Carolina!!
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