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Jonathan Padwe is an associate professor of anthropology at the University of Hawaii, Mānoa. He 
conducts research on postwar agricultural resilience, and on the role of rural communities in 
transforming and maintaining landscapes and ecologies. His recent book Disturbed Forests, 
Fragmented Memories: Jarai and Other Lives in the Cambodian Highlands, looks at the country's 
history from the perspective of the landscape and of the Jarai hill farmers who live in it. The book 
documents Jarai ways of seeing the past, and of telling their own histories of migration, war, and 
the expropriation that has come with “development.” Padwe previously conducted long-term 
field research on hunting and conservation among Aché foragers of eastern Paraguay, and has 
worked supporting Indigenous land rights in Paraguay and Bolivia. 

Education 
Ph.D, Anthropology and Environmental Studies (joint degree), Yale University, 2011 
MESc, Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies, 2001  
BA, English Language and Literature, University of Virginia, 1990 
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