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(All the S&T excerpts below are from Chinese official websites and reports.)
-Chinese government offers more scholarships to foreign students in China


-NSFC, CAS to carry out strategic studies on scientific disciplines


-CAS opens large-scale scientific facilities to Chinese enterprises


-Engineering studies to back up China’s national strategies implementation


-CAS, French CEA strengthen collaboration in renewable energy
-Cisco to launch 'Cultivated Innovation Model' in China


-China to prepare for drilling deep Antarctic glacier ice core in 2010


-China's first space telescope to be launched between 2010 and 2011


-Hong Kong scholar appointed as a chief scientist in the 973 Program
-Hong Kong education expands collaborations in Mainland
-Chinese firm to map genome of 3 animals
-Suicide tops Chinese-college-student-killer list
-CAS, University build astrophysics center in Xinjiang


-American Chinese scientist: China should adopt hydroscience strategic research 

-Laboratory of Astronomical Optics and Technology established in Nanjing
-Shanghai to host International Congress of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology


- American and Chinese paleontologists find tyrannosaur fossils in China



Chinese government offers more scholarships to foreign students in China
Source: People’s Daily Online, 2009-04-02
China will gradually increase investment over the next several years to boost the number of foreign students receiving scholarships from the Chinese government. It is estimated that by 2013, the number of foreign students in China receiving government scholarships will double from the current figure, according to the 2009 Work Conference on Chinese Government Scholarships for Foreign Students in China held at the Shanghai based Fudan University. In 2008, the number of foreign students financed by scholarships from the Chinese government reached 13,516, up 33.15 percent from the previous year.
NSFC, CAS to carry out strategic studies on scientific disciplines

Source: CAS, 2009-04-20

The National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC) and the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) signed an agreement to carry out research on China's development strategies for scientific disciplines from 2011 to 2020. The program aims to foster a balanced sustainable development in all disciplines. Its main task involves investigation of the development patterns of scientific disciplines, basic research, talent-training and environment construction.

NSFC and CAS also established a steering committee to carry out strategic studies and set up research teams. The project will propose which disciplines should be given priority for development within the next two years. The research results will provide a foundation for strategic planning in basic research. Researchers will also offer suggestions and policies on enhancing China's basic science research.
CAS opens large-scale scientific facilities to Chinese enterprises

Source: CAS, 2009-04-15

CAS launched a Chinese website (http://www.cas.ac.cn/10060/index.htm) to help Chinese enterprises use its large-scale scientific facilities for free.

CAS will make 1,000 general instruments and equipment available to small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in an effort to help them develop new technology to survive the financial crisis. It will also provide free analytical services for a year or so to help SMEs tackle technological bottlenecks in the industrial structure thus upgrading and enhancing their capacity for independent innovation.

CAS has set up a complete system of R&D facilities in the past few decades. It owned nearly 3,000 pieces of research equipment by the end of 2007, 1,000 of which are general instruments and equipment. 
 
The website has the most-updated information on CAS' general instruments and equipment. Enterprises can easily find information on the facilities scattered around China and whether they are available for use. The website also allows users to make reservations online and also to make inquiries to CAS experts.

About 1,020 large-scale facilities owned by 46 CAS institutes were represented in the website by the end of March, and more will be added by the end of May. Ultimately there will be nearly 15,000 items available to the enterprises.
Engineering studies to back up China’s national strategies implementation

Source: CAS, 2009-04-02

China will carry out industrial upgrading in the current global economic crisis. Chinese top engineering scientists convened in Beijing to review experiences and lessons from China's engineering practice from an interdisciplinary perspective, to explore the connections between major projects and national strategies, and to promote China’s engineering development. The main topics at the meeting were: "basic experience in China's major construction engineering projects," "major engineering projects, indigenous innovation and national strategies," and "national strategy-oriented engineering studies."

CAS, French CEA strengthen collaboration in renewable energy

Source: CAS, 2009-04-28

CAS and the French Commission of Atomic Energy (CEA) renewed their agreement to strengthen collaborations in energy, information, material, biomedicine and large-scale scientific facilities. They agreed that it is of great importance to develop renewable energy and to conduct basic research in physics, chemistry and biology to support energy research. They also agreed to strengthen research capacity by sharing scientific equipment and facilities and aimed to continue and solidify the partnership by supporting scholar-exchange and building joint laboratories.

Cisco to launch 'Cultivated Innovation Model' in China

Source: China Daily, 2009-04-18

Cisco Systems will allocate $1 billion to support its newly unveiled "Cultivated Innovation Model" to boost local innovation in China, as part of its $16 billion investment commitment in China. The new model will initially focus on three key areas: intelligent urbanization, new business model initiatives for growth enterprises and next-generation Internet, which includes video and mobility.. 

Cisco also launched a joint green technology and research and development laboratory with Tsinghua University. The lab will develop network-based technologies and solutions for intelligent urbanization development.

Cisco said it will establish a Supply Chain Institute with Shanghai-based Fudan University, as a part of its multiyear innovation and sustainability commitment in China. Earlier this year, Cisco said that it will open 140 networking academic institutions in China in 2009, part of its goal to build 500 such schools in three years.
China to prepare for drilling deep Antarctic glacier ice core in 2010

Source: Xinhua, 2009-04-11
China will do preparatory work for the drilling of deep Antarctic glacier ice core at Dome A in 2010, according to Li Yuansheng, Director of China’s Kunlun Station, China’s first research station inland on the continent. 

China is planning to build an aid center in Australia to help Antarctic research, according to Wei Wenliang, a senior official for polar expedition affairs with the State Oceanic Administration (SOA). The center, which will be in Sydney or Hobart, will help Chinese scientists get to the Zhongshan and Kunlun stations quicker by flights and provide them with more fresh food. 
China's first space telescope to be launched between 2010 and 2011

Source: People's Daily Online, 2009-04-09 
China will launch its first space telescope between 2010 and 2011, according to Su Dingqiang, a CAS Academician. Su said that the launch of the Hard X-ray Modulation Telescope (HXMT- http://www.hxmt.cn/english/) will mark the "zero breakthrough" for China's launch of space telescopes. 

The HXMT's specific missions will include the study of high energy astronomical bodies and high energy radiation phenomenon as well as the directional observation of mysteries of the universe such as black holes and neutron stars. Its observations are expected to make major contributions to high energy astrophysics.

Hong Kong scholar appointed as a chief scientist in the 973 Program
Source: People's Daily Online, 2009-04-09
Li Zongjin, a professor at the Civil and Environmental Engineering Department, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology (HKUST), was recently appointed by China's Ministry of Science and Technology (MOST) as the chief scientist for a HK$30-million research project on concrete. The project is part of the National Basic Research Program, which is also known as the "973 Program." 

Li will work together with 54 scientists from both the Chinese mainland and Hong Kong to conduct relevant research. The research will help solve the drawbacks of contemporary concrete including premature cracking and short service life so as to make buildings capable of resisting environmental erosion and having increased durability. 

Hong Kong education expands collaborations in Mainland
Source: Xinhua, 2009-04-06
The Hong Kong Institute of Education (HKIEd) will expand its academic and research collaborations with two tertiary institutes in the Chinese Mainland.  HKIEd has reached separate agreements on student exchanges with Beijing Normal University (BNU) and Capital Normal University (CNU). 

A new MOU on educational leadership has also been signed between the Asia Pacific Center for Leadership and Change at HKIEd and BNU's Faculty of Education. HKIEd’s collaboration with the BNU will initially focus on development of a joint research project on rural school leadership in the Mainland. 

HKIEd currently has collaborative agreements with some 30 institutions in the Mainland and 60 universities overseas. 


Chinese firm to map genome of 3 animals
Source: China Daily, 2009-04-25
The Beijing Genomics Institute based in Shenzhen, or BGI-Shenzhen, a leading Chinese scientific research institute specializing in genome sequencing is set to map the entire genome of three animals that live in extreme environments. The project is likely to be completed by the end of 2009.

The initiative would provide scientists with the essential tools to understand how these endangered species have adapted to extreme climates and assess the impact of global warming on their survival, according to Zhang Yong, a project director of the institution, 

The project has been launched in partnership with several foreign and domestic institutions, including the U.S. genetic technology kits developer Illumina, Dalian Laohutan Ocean Park Research Center and Qinghai University. 

Suicide tops Chinese-college-student-killer list
Source: China Daily, 2009-04-23
Suicide has now become the No. 1 cause of death among Chinese college students. A study by Shanghai Education Commission found that 23 college students attempted to take their own lives in 2008, while 19 succeeded. 

The study put suicide ahead of acute diseases, traffic accidents and fires in the list of main causes of death. More than half of those who attempted or died in acts of suicide had been suffering from depression caused by pressure related to studies, employment or a relationship. Currently, young Chinese tend to be fragile in the face of frustrations, such as poor exam results, because they have grown up under highly indulgent parents, according to Zhang Haiyan, a professor at the East China University of Politics and Law. Meanwhile, the parents’ high expectations on their children, and the single child in the family make things more unbearable. 
CAS, University build astrophysics center in Xinjiang

Source: CAS, 2009-04-08

The National Astronomical Observatories (NAOC) of the CAS and Xinjiang University jointly built a center of Astrophysics to promote China's astrophysics studies. The center will receive support from Nanshan Station, Urumqi Astronomical Observatory (UAO) and will draw research resources from the School of Physics Science and Technology, Xinjiang University.

UAO’s Nanshan Station now has a 25m-diameter radio telescope. It is the only station in China which can conduct pulsar surveys using a single dish radio telescope.

Advanced large-scale observation facilities have been installed in Xinjiang over the years, and some are under planning. Xinjiang is the hot spot for astronomical studies.

American Chinese scientist: China should adopt hydroscience strategic research 
Source: CAS, 2009-04-16

"China should adopt cross-disciplinary hydroscience strategic research as soon as possible, to solve the water crisis in the long run," said American Chinese scientist Shen Yuanrang, Academician of both the CAS and the U.S.’ National Academy of Sciences, in a proposal he presented to CAS recently.

China should set up a well-defined medium and long term plan, establish a strong cross-disciplinary research team with fundamental and applied research if the country hopes to succeed in hydroscience research, Shen said in his proposal on carrying out hydroscience strategic research in China.

The Chinese government has put large amounts of money, manpower and resources in water pollution control. However, the costs, effectiveness and efficiency of the effort are far from gratifying. The current technology is merely an improvement or assembly under traditional theoretical framework, according to Pan Gang, researcher with the CAS’ Research Center for Eco-Environmental Sciences.

Laboratory of Astronomical Optics and Technology established in Nanjing

Source: CAS, 2009-04-17

The Nanjing Institute of Astronomical Optics and Technology (NIAOT) set up its first Key Laboratory on April 8. The laboratory was set up to meet the needs of China's astronomical studies. It will also work to strengthen collaboration between the CAS and research institutes at universities, according to Cui Xiangqun, Director of the Lab's scientific committee.

NIAOT is a subordinate unit of the National Astronomical Observatories, CAS. It has made breakthroughs in active optics, high precision large aperture astronomical mirror, Chinese Small Telescope Array (CSTAR), extra planet imaging detection technology, and infrared extreme large telescope. It also developed the Large Sky Area Multi-Object Fiber Spectroscopic Telescope (LAMOST). 

Shanghai to host International Congress of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology

Source: CAS, 2009-04-20

The 21st IUBMB (International Union of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology) and 12th FAOBMB (The Federation of Asian and Oceania Biochemists and Molecular Biologists) International Congress of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology (2009-Congress) will take place on August 2-7, 2009 in Shanghai.

The Chinese Society of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology will co-host the Congress with Chinese Society for Cell Biology (CSCB). The 2009-Congress will offer comprehensive advances at the cutting edge of biochemistry and molecular biology, which cover four major themes of life sciences (Genome Dynamics and Gene Regulation; Protein Structure, Dynamics and Proteomics; Cell Signaling and Network; Molecular Basis of Diseases) with a total of 36 symposia; it will also provide additional symposia such as glycobiology and biotechnology.

So far 12 of the world's leading scientists have confirmed to give presentations at the Congress, including four Nobel Laureates, Drs. Luc Montagnier, Aaron J. Ciechanover, Kurt Wüthrich and Sidney Altman, as well as Dr. Shinya Yamanaka who discovered iPS cells and Dr. Victor Ambros who discovered microRNA.

In addition, 158 invited speakers have also been confirmed and will give presentations in the different symposia. Click for more information: 

http://www.iubmb-faobmb2009.cn/iubmb/page/index.jsp
American and Chinese paleontologists find tyrannosaur fossils in China

Source: CAS, 2009-04-28

American and Chinese archeologists excavated a trove of dinosaur skeletons from Early Cretaceous rocks in the Gobi Desert near the ancient Silk Road city of Jiayuguan, northwest China's Gansu Province.

The newly found fossil which shows close links to the meat-eating Tyrannosaurus rex dinosaur was named Xiongguanlong baimoensis by scientists. 
The discovery would provide the "missing link" in the fossil record of tyrannosaur dinosaurs. Xiongguanlong sheds light on the missing 40 to 50 million years of tyrannosaur evolution.   The discovery is described in technical publications published on-line in the Proceedings of the Royal Society B. The papers will appear in print later this year in a special volume entitled "Recent advances in Chinese paleontology." (Abstract Link: 
http://rspb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/early/2009/04/17/rspb.2009.0249.abstract?sid=8322d171-e133-431d-a019-79f76c803199)
