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(All the S&T excerpts below are from Chinese official websites and reports.)
-China accelerates its 600 billion Yuan investment in S&T


-Chinese State Councilor Liu Yandong urges efforts to build world-class universities
-CAS, NSFC join hands to support use of large scientific instruments

-China's Antarctic inland research station opens
-Intel to add 110 million USD in investment in China

-China's largest wind power facility R&D center to be established in Xi'an
-CAS: China begins tracking debris from the US-Russian satellite collision
-Chinese mainland, Taiwan to hold forum on IT standards 

-China, Japan to build "sharp eyes" for further space observations
-China's high school reform proposal triggers debate
-MOST starts preparation for 2009 S&T Week
-CAS scientists make first satellite map for China's wetlands

-CAS to build 500-million-Yuan scientific expedition ship


China accelerates its 600 billion Yuan investment in S&T
Source: Xinhua report and MOST report, 2009-02-12
Chinese media report that during Premier Wen Jiabao’s inspection in Jiangsu province, he said that China needs to accelerate its spending of 600 billion Yuan investment, which is mandated in the China National Med-Long-Term S&T Development Plan (2006-2020), and to conduct those projects in 16 major fields ahead of schedule. 
Chinese Ministry of Science and Technology (MOST) currently is busy working on the specific and detailed rules of carrying out the major projects involving the 600 billion Yuan investment, according to a MOST official.

16* major special projects, including core electronic devices; high-end generic chips and basic software; super large-scale integrated circuit manufacturing technology and associated techniques; the next generation broadband mobile telecommunication; high-end numerically controlled machine tools and basic manufacturing technology; the development of large oil-gas fields and coal-bed methane; large advanced pressurized water reactors and high temperature gas-coolant reactor nuclear power stations; water body contamination control and treatment; new genetically modified bio-varieties;  major new drugs; prevention and treatment of major infectious diseases such as HIV/AIDS and viral hepatitis; large passenger aircrafts; high resolution earth observation systems; the manned space program and lunar exploration program. 
China aims to prioritize those competitive S&T programs related with stimulating its economic development in order to boost its market demand and increase job opportunities.

*Note: only 14 projects were mentioned in this report, the other two still remain unclear from the Chinese official publications and unknown to the public.
Chinese State Councilor Liu Yandong urges efforts to build world-class universities
Source: Xinhua, 2009-02-17
Chinese State Councilor Liu Yandong stressed that more efforts should be made toward building world-class Chinese universities in order to meet the strategic demands of China’s modernization drive. Efforts should be given to upgrade competitiveness and promote the influence of Chinese universities. She urged universities to set their development goals based on their academic characteristics and resources. She also emphasized that priority should be given to the development of key disciplines and to training top talents with innovative ideas, and that universities should enhance their capacities in scientific innovation, promote management reform and upgrade international exchange.

CAS, NSFC join hands to support use of large scientific instruments
Source: CAS, 2009-02-19
The National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC) and Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) signed an agreement to set up a fund for Chinese universities and science institutes better use CAS' large-scale scientific instruments for their research.

The two organizations will each provide half of the initial fund of 40 million Yuan RMB (about 6 million U.S. dollars). The fund will be open to applications from 2009 to 2011.

Researchers will be able to use the Beijing Electron Positron Collider (BEPCII), Heavy Ion Cooler-Storage-Ring Synchrotron System in Lanzhou, Gansu province, Shanghai Synchrotron Radiation Facility (SSRF) and Hefei Synchrotron Radiation Facility in Anhui province. The fund is open to higher education institutions and research institutes nationwide and will facilitate the integration and sharing of S&T infrastructures and increase the efficiency of large-scale scientific facilities, according to Bai Chunli, VP of CAS.

Sources from NSFC indicate that the NSFC’s budget in 2009 will still maintain a 20% increase in spite of the financial crisis and a constrictive financial budget. 
China's Antarctic inland research station opens
Source: Xinhua, 2009-02-03
China's first Antarctic inland research station, the Kunlun Station, officially began operation on February 2, 2009. The first Director of the Kunlun Station is Li Yuansheng, who is also Director of the Inland Research Team, while Xia Limin and Li Shiming, Deputy Directors of the Inland Research Team, are the Deputy Directors of the Station. 
Intel to add 110 million USD in investment in China
Source: People’s Daily Online, 2009-02-06
The Intel Corporation has decided to invest an additional 110 million USD in registered capital in Shanghai-based Intel China Ltd.

Intel will further integrate its business in the Asia-Pacific Region along with the additional investment, and file an application with the Chinese Ministry of Commerce for the designation of Shanghai-based Intel China as the multinational's regional headquarter in the country.

China's largest wind power facility R&D center to be established in Xi'an
Source: Xinhua, 2009-02-09
China Northern Locomotive and Rolling Stock Industry (Group) Corporation would invest six billion Yuan (about 882.4 million U.S. dollars) in western China's Xi'an city to build the largest wind power facility research center.

According to the agreement between the company and the municipal government of Xi'an of Shaanxi province, four billion Yuan will be invested first in six wind power product manufacturing projects which are scheduled to be completed in 2011.

The second phase involves an investment of two billion Yuan to build railway transportation and develop a wind power system by 2015.


CAS: China begins tracking debris from the US-Russian satellite collision
Source: CAS and People’s Daily Online, 2009-02-13
The Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) monitoring network operated by the Nanjing based Purple Mountain Observatory (PMO) has begun tracking the debris created in the US-Russian satellite collision. CAS could not monitor the situation at the time of the satellite collision since it occurred outside the observational airspace of existing Chinese observation stations. However, the CAS monitoring network later begun tracking the debris from the collision and will closely follow the impact of debris on in-use Chinese satellites.
Chinese mainland, Taiwan to hold forum on IT standards 
Source: Xinhua, 2009-02-11
The Chinese mainland and Taiwan held a forum on information technology standards in southwest municipality of Chongqing, according to the Chinese State Council’s Taiwan Affairs Office. Topics of the forum included audio video coding (AVS) standards, third-generation (3G) mobile technology, mobile memory, thin film transistor-liquid crystal display (TFT-LCD), green power, light emitting diode (LED) and Internet Protocol Television (IPTV). 

More than 300 entrepreneurs, professionals and scholars across the Taiwan Straits and mainland S&T officials attended the forum. 
China, Japan to build "sharp eyes" for further space observations
Source: Xinhua, 2009-02-10
China and Japan are making contributions to a cutting-edge East Asian radio telescope network by respectively building the world's top-level radio telescope apparatus to be dedicated to further observations into the galaxy and black holes. 

FAST, short for the Five-hundred-meter Aperture Spherical Radio Telescope, is the world's largest-aperture radio telescope announced so far and is under construction in a karst-landform village of southwestern China's Guizhou Province. 

Japanese astronomers, meanwhile, are planning to launch the second generation of their world leading space radio telescope program called VSOP-2 which allows satellites to carry antennae into space and therefore expand the telescope network to beyond the earth's surface. 

Due to be completed in 2013, FAST could be used to study physical laws of objects under extreme conditions and help search for extraterrestrial civilizations by identifying possible interplanetary communication signals. 

Japan's VSOP-2, second generation of the VLBI (Very Long Baseline Interferometer) Space Observatory Program scheduled to launch in 2012, would further expand the baselines between the telescopes. The two apparati, to be included in a large radio telescope network called the East Asia VLBI consortium, could each cooperate with the radio telescopes stationed on earth. 

The consortium, whose full-scale observations are expected to start in 2010, consists of 19 radio telescopes from China, Japan and the Republic of Korea (ROK) that cover an area with a diameter of 6,000 kilometers from northern Japan's Hokkaido to western China's Kunming and Urumqi. 
China's high school reform proposal triggers debate
Source: Xinhua, 2009-02-08
Tens of thousands of Chinese have joined a debate on whether students should be separated into science and liberal arts classes in senior high school, a practice that allows them to stay competitive in the college entrance exam by choosing preferred subjects. 

The debate came after the Chinese Ministry of Education began to solicit opinions from the public on whether it was necessary and feasible to abolish the classification system, which has been adopted for decades. 

Chinese students are required to choose either arts or sciences subjects after ten years' education, which includes six years in primary school, three years in junior high school and one year in senior high school. 

Beside the Chinese language, mathematics and English, which are musts for everyone, science students are required to take physics, biology and chemistry, while arts students study politics, history and geography. 
MOST starts preparation for 2009 S&T Week 
Source: MOST, 2009-02-17
The Department of Policy, Regulations and Reform of MOST held a meeting on the preparation for the 2009 S&T Week. The 2009 S&T Week’s theme is “innovation and harmonious development” and will emphasize energy saving, environmental protection, security and public health.
CAS scientists make first satellite map for China's wetlands
Source: Xinhua, 2009-02-18
CAS scientists announced that the first satellite map of China's wetland areas had been made in order to better monitor and manage the areas.

The map, which took scientists two years to complete, comprises 600 scenes of satellite images with each scene covering an area of 34,225 square kilometers, according to Gong Peng, chief scientist of the project from the CAS' Institute of Remote Sensing Applications.

China has 38 national wetland parks, and more than 550 natural wetland reserves, holding 2.7 trillion tons of fresh water. The Chinese government earmarked 16.5 billion Yuan (about 2.4 billion U.S. dollars) to protect and restore wetlands during its 11th National five-year plan period (2006-2010). 
CAS to build 500-million-Yuan scientific expedition ship
Source: CAS, 2009-02-09
CAS will invest 500 million Yuan (about 72 million U.S. dollars) in building a scientific expedition ship. It will be the biggest of its kind, according to the Qingdao-based CAS’ Institute of Oceanology.

The project was approved by China's National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC). The vessel, named "Science", is expected to be put into use in 2011.

The vessel “Science”, with a total displacement of 4,400 tons, will promote CAS' oceanic research into deeper ocean areas. It will replace the current CAS investigation vessel "Science One”.
