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---China to launch its Mid-term Innovation Plan

---US-China Joint Research Center on Clean Energy established 

---Los Angeles and China's Jiangsu province sign MOU on solar energy cooperation

---US-China Space Monitoring Seminar held in Shanghai
---China establishes its first national aerodynamics lab 

---Overseas field trips highlight Chinese view of anthropology 

---Only 68 percent of China's new graduates find jobs 

---World Internet Project Meeting held in Macao  
---Macao and Guangdong push forward cross-border Macao University campus project
---CAS builds up Plateau Fire Control Laboratory in Tibet
---New Chinese Supercomputer expected in 2010


China to launch its Mid-term Innovation Plan
Source: China Daily, 2009-07-07
China will launch its mid-term scientific innovation plan within 2009 and multinationals are welcome to participate in the plan in the areas of water pollution control, drug innovation and wireless broadband internet technology, according to Zhang Xiaoqiang, Vice Minister of the National Development and Reform Commission, China's top economic planner, during the two-day Global Think Tank Summit in Beijing. He also said that China will provide an open, fair, and transparent platform for multinationals to join in relevant biddings and reaffirmed China's stance of welcoming overseas companies to participate in the country's economic stimulus package in a fair manner.

The remarks came after Premier Wen Jiabao made a commitment to combat trade and investment protectionism during an earlier telephone conversation with German Chancellor Angela Merkel. Novartis Pharmaceuticals, the Swiss drug giant, said it was in talks with the Ministry of Science and Technology to seek opportunities for participation in the plan.
US-China Joint Research Center on Clean Energy established 
Source: MOST, 2009-07-15

US Secretary of Energy Steven Chu jointly declared the establishment of China-US Joint Research Center on Clean Energy with WAN Gang, Minister of Science and Technology of China (MOST) and ZHANG Guobao, Director-General of National Energy Administration of China (NEA), on July 15 at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing. Chinese State Councilor LIU Yandong attended the event.
According to the Chinese government press release, the center is aimed at facilitating joint research by scientists and engineers from both the United States and China in clean energy technologies. The first priority areas for cooperation include energy-efficient buildings, clean coal technologies, and clean energy vehicles. The United States and China will contribute 15 million US Dollars as the seed money for the research center. Matters concerning the organization and future cooperation will also be discussed in the near future.
Los Angeles and China's Jiangsu province sign MOU on solar energy cooperation
Source: Xinhua, 2009-07-18

Los Angeles and China's Jiangsu Province signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on solar energy cooperation, the first of its kind between the United States and China.

Under the MOU, Los Angeles municipal government and Jiangsu provincial government agreed to help strengthen bilateral cooperation in the solar energy sector, including expertise exchange, respective market access and dialogue on business expansion.

David Freeman, Vice Mayor of Los Angeles, and Fei Shaoyun, Deputy Director General of the Department of Foreign Trade and Economic Cooperation of Jiangsu Provincial Government, signed the agreement.

The Los Angeles-Jiangsu MOU was signed days after U.S. Energy Secretary Stephen Chu visited China on a mission to boost bilateral cooperation on clean energy between the two countries. Los Angeles is the first U.S. city that has an ambitious clean energy plan, under which the city is expected to have 40 percent of its electricity from renewable sources in more than 10 years, with 1,280 megawatts supplied by solar energy, according to Freeman.

Meanwhile, Jiangsu Province has become a world-renowned solar energy production and innovation base, with more than 500 solar energy equipment manufacturers, and its annual solar energy product exports are at more than 6.5 billion U.S. dollars, said officials from Jiangsu. The province is also the first in China to introduce a clean energy stimulus plan, encouraging the use of solar energy.

US-China Space Monitoring Seminar held in Shanghai
Source: CAS, 2009-07-02

The first session of "Sino-America Space Monitoring Seminar" was held in Shanghai on July 2, 2009. Ye Shuhua, Academician of Chinese Academy of Sciences from Shanghai Astronomical Observatory, and Prof P. K. Seidelmann, former Director of United States Naval Observatory, proposed holding the seminar. It is the first time that space experts from the two countries have conducted academic exchange on space monitoring technology.

More than 50 specialists from the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), America Air Force Research Laboratory, China Academy of Space Technology, Xi'an Satellite Control Center and National Astronomical Observatories attended the seminar and discussed the technology, methodology, theory and related research on space monitoring.
China establishes its first national aerodynamics lab 
Source: Xinhua, 2009-07-28
MOST announced that China has set up its first national laboratory for aerodynamics to advance aerospace technology research.


The lab is sited at China's Aerodynamics Research Base in Mianyang City, in the southwestern province of Sichuan. The State Key Laboratory for Aerodynamics will focus on technologies related to the development of large planes, such as aerodynamic noise, drag reduction and mechanisms to deal with ice freezing, the ministry said on its website. 

Sichuan is also home to the largest group of wind tunnels in Asia, and China's most advanced experimental techniques in wind tunnels. Research there has contributed to the development of China's Shenzhou spaceships and J-10 fighter jets. 

Laboratory research will provide technological support for major projects such as the development of wind-driven generators and future generation trains, and help tackle key problems related to air motion in the use of wind power and construction of rapid transit systems. Cao Jianlin, Vice Minister of Science and Technology, said that the laboratory will serve as a platform for scientific research and academic exchange, facilitating major breakthroughs in the aerodynamics area.
Overseas field trips highlight Chinese view of anthropology 
Source: Xinhua, 2009-07-31
About 20 Chinese anthropologists have taken field study trips around the world in recent years in an attempt to educate a Western-dominated system about Chinese thinking. 

The campaign is only in its initial stages, but it shows Chinese scholars are unsatisfied with just learning about the West and examining available knowledge. Primary destinations of the ongoing studies include the United States, France, Australia, India, Thailand, and Inner Mongolia. Chinese experts usually stayed in the target country for at least a year. 

The first Chinese anthropologist to carry out field study abroad was Li Anzhai, who visited the United States and Mexico in the 1930s. Since then, up until the recent overseas initiatives, Chinese scholars have focused on domestic research. 
Only 68 percent of China's new graduates find jobs 
Source: Xinhua, 2009-07-09
Only 68 percent of college graduates in 2009 had found a job by July 1, a hard-won achievement against the background of the global financial crisis, according to China's Education Ministry (MOE). Among 6.11 million college graduates in 2009, 1.96 million are unemployed. 
In 2008, 4.05 million out of 5.59 million college graduates, or 73 percent, found a job. 

World Internet Project Meeting held in Macao  
Source: Xinhua, 2009-07-07

The World Internet Project (WIP) Meeting was hold in Macao from July 8 to 10. Experts from various nations and regions discussed subjects concerning the Internet and shared their research results, according to the Macao Daily Times. 

Hosted by the University of Macao (UM), the 10th WIP meeting will bring WIP partners, Internet researchers, industry and policymakers together to share their research results and viewpoints and to foster interaction and collaboration, according to the UM press release.

During the meeting, the "World Wide Internet: Changing Societies, Economies and Cultures", a book was launched that addresses the role of Internet adoption and use in the context of social, economic and cultural transition in more than 20 countries and regions. Currently, the WIP has research partners from 30 countries and regions. Their research covers more than three quarters of the total Internet population around the World.

Macao and Guangdong push forward cross-border Macao University campus project
Source: Xinhua, 2009-07-10
Governments of Macao Special Administrative Region (SAR) and China's Guangdong province signed a cooperation agreement on the construction of University of Macao's (UM) new campus on Guangdong's Hengqing Island. 

According to the new agreement, the two sides will give full policy support to launching the UM Hengqin campus project and facilitate its works under the Guangdong-Macao cooperation system. 

China's central government has authorized the Macao SAR to exercise jurisdiction over the new UM campus on Hengqin Island, the whole of which is separated from Macao by the Pearl River Estuary, and is under the jurisdiction of Guangdong's coastal city Zhuhai. 

UM's new campus, covering an area of just over one square kilometer, will be located on the eastern part of Hengqin Island, the site of which is just across a narrow water channel from Macao, according to the information from the UM. A tunnel will also be built under the channel to enable 24-hour commuting between the campus and Macao. UM's faculty, students, staff, visitors and the Macao residents will be able to access the campus through the tunnel without going through any border control. 

The new campus will be 20 times larger than UM's current one in Macao, with a minimum accommodation capacity of 10,000 students, according to the UM.

CAS builds up Plateau Fire Control Laboratory in Tibet
Source: CAS, 2009-07-04
The Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) set up the Tibetan Plateau Fire Control Laboratory in Lhasa. The lab is also the experimental base of the State Key Laboratory of Fire Science (SKLFS) in Tibet.
The lab will focus on solving the knotty issues concerning plateau fire control and setting up the theoretical system of plateau fire science, noted Fan Weicheng, CAS Academician and Director of SKLFS. It will also try to map the spatial and temporal distribution of fire in plateau environment, and provide technological support for fire control.

Around 20 Professors and postgraduates from the University of Science and Technology of China will carry out the research and experiments in the lab.
New Chinese Supercomputer expected in 2010
Source: CAS, 2009-07-08      
Dawning 6000, China's home-made supercomputer with peta operations per second, will come out in 2010 and is expected to serve in the Southern China Supercomputer Center, according to news released by Dawning Information Industry Co.

The computer will adopt heterogeneous platform and support Loongson, which is the debut of China's self-made central processing unit in its home-made supercomputer. Current Cluster Computing of high performance computers will step into a phase of peta operations per second, according to Li Jun, president of Dawning Information Industry Co.  
Dawning 6000's predecessor, Dawning 5000A, with a peak capability of 230 teraFLOPS, Magic Cube, went into operation on June 15 in Shanghai. It is currently the fastest supercomputer in China.
