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1 Is €80 Billion on the Horizon for European Research? Sara Reardon
Summary

At a press conference on 30 November, research commissioner Máire Geoghegan-Quinn presented a proposal to increase overall E.U. research funding from roughly €57 billion for the current 7-year period (2007–13) to €80 billion ($108 billion) for 2014 to 2020. The European Commission, the E.U.'s executive body, is urging the union's 27 member states to invest this sum in a broad-ranging program dubbed Horizon 2020 that will include basic science, postgraduate training, and near-market product development. Research advocates welcome the European Commission's commitment to funding science, but Horizon 2020 must still be approved by the European Parliament and E.U. member states, represented by the budget-conscious Council of Ministers. 

Sources:

Science 9 December 2011: Vol. 334 no. 6061 pp. 1331-1333 
http://www.sciencemag.org/content/334/6061/1331.summary 
(


2 Europe appoints science adviser

Scottish cell biologist Anne Glover hopes to influence EU policy-making
The dearth of independent, sound scientific advice in European policy-making provokes endless complaints from science advocates, who blame it for the continent’s wrangling over charged issues such as genetically modified crops and nanotechnology. They might finally have a saviour, in the person of Anne Glover, a Scottish molecular and cell biologist, who was named last week as Europe’s first chief scientific adviser. More than two years after pledging to create the post, José Manuel Barroso, the president of the European Commission, officially announced Glover’s appointment on 5 December. He also outlined her role, ending long-standing speculation about the extent of the job’s remit. Nature first reported that Glover had won the job on 21 November (see Nature http://doi.org/g8k; 2011).  “I have long pressed for the creation of a high-level scientific adviser at the heart of the European Commission, which is key to ensuring that development and implementation of EU policy and legislation are underpinned by a robust evidence base,” says John Beddington, the United Kingdom’s chief scientific adviser. 
Glover, who was not available for interview, spent most of her academic career at the University of Aberdeen, UK, studying microbial diversity and how organisms respond to stress at a cellular level. She has served as chief scientific adviser to Scotland’s government since 2006, and will leave the job on 21 December before beginning her new life in Brussels in the new year. 
Glover will report directly to Barroso, providing him with advice on policy proposals, and guidance on interpreting uncertainty in scientific evidence. She will also have a key role in strategic planning for emergencies — such as the Escherichia coli outbreak that swept across Europe this year — and providing updates on scientific advances and novel technologies. Another key role will be to communicate science to the public, particularly the benefits and risks of new technologies. 
Glover will have an office in the Berlaymont building in Brussels, where Barroso works, putting her at the heart of European policy-making. Her position will be at a high managerial level in the European Commission, equivalent to a director-general, which other science advisers believe will give her the independence and authority to succeed. 
The Bureau of European Policy Advisers will provide Glover with administrative sup​port. But it is still uncertain whether she will have her own team of scientists to support her. Nor is it clear what her relationship will be with other existing Brussels-based commission advisory groups, such as the Euro​pean Research Area Board — which advises on research policy — and the Joint Research Centre, a collection of seven research institutes carrying out research relevant to policy.
Ultimately, Glover’s success will depend on having “direct access to the relevant science policy-makers”, says Robert May, a former chief scientific adviser to the UK government. “She must have the authority to speak the truth, never twisting the science to suit political expedience, but also recognize that policy needs will sometimes override what you think as a scientist.”
Sources:

BY NATASHA GILBERT IN BRUSSELS

http://www.nature.com 
(
3 
 ICSU’s new Executive Director appointed

The International Council for Science welcomes Dr. Steven Wilson as Executive Director. Dr. Wilson will provide important leadership as ICSU seeks to implement its newly approved second Strategic Plan 2012–2017. 
Source:

http://www.icsu.org/news-centre/news/top-news/icsu2019s-new-executive-director-appointed 

(


4 IST Austria, value for Austria
Opened in June 2009, the Institute of Science and Technology Austria is now growing. As an extremely positive experience in general, the institute has gone in just a little over two years from a project rated as high-risk/high-reward to one with a high probability for success.
A first assessment - In 2011, the number of IST employees has doubled to almost 200 people, including some 100 scientists from 35 countries. The institute has now 22 professors with their research groups. The two most recent appointments were made in the neurosciences, with the Swiss neurobiologist Simon Hippenmeyer, who will join the institute in the summer of 2012 from Stanford University, and the Japanese physician Ryuichi Shigemoto, who will come in early 2013 from the National Institute for Physiological Science in Okazaki. The field of Neuroscience is exploding worldwide and was under-represented in Austria, but it is now an important activity at the IST. Other areas in which the Institute is active are, for now, cell biology, evolutionary biology and computer science. A sign of the Institute's good progress is that at least eight professors working at the IST have received prestigious and generous grants from the ERC (European Research Council) - making it the institute with the highest ratio of ERC-funded researchers in the world. Doctoral programs have also started. Twenty-five students were accepted out of 650 applicants in 2011 and began a doctoral program expected to last 4-5 years. The first year is dedicated to courses in mathematics, neuroscience, computer science, biology and science projects; graduate students choose their specialty afterwards.
Some perspectives - The second research building, under construction at Klosterneuburg near Vienna, will accommodate a dozen research groups. The construction of a third building has already been planned for 2015 due to expected growth of the institute’s activities with an expansion of the research areas in physics, chemistry and material sciences.
Sources:
Electronic Bulletin, December 19, 2011
www.ist.ac.at 
(
5 
Agreement Reached in Danish Parliament on Increased Funding for Research in 2012
The Danish Parliament reached an agreement for an increase of roughly 1 billion Danish Krones ($175 million) for research in 2012 [1]. The government approved the agreement between Venstre (the Liberal party), the Danish People's Party, the Enhedslisten (Red-Green Alliance), the Liberal Alliance and the Conservative People's Party for the increased funding for 2012. Universities are receiving an increase of 229 million Krones ($40 million). This will bring the total budget for university research to 8.25 billion Krones ($1.43 billion).
The Parliament also decided to grant an increase of 113 million Krones ($19.52 million) to the Danish Council for Independent Research (DFF), which supports investigator-driven research. DFF can therefore maintain the level of funding received last year. These funds will be used for programs such as Sapere Aude, which supports the most talented researchers.
Investments for 2012 will focus primarily on three strategic research areas: energy, environment and food research, which will receive increases of 120, 40 and 40 million Krones respectively ($21, $7 and $7 million). An additional 90 million Krones ($15.75 million) was also allocated for innovation. The program known as "Knowledge Pilot" [2], as well as Industrial PhD programs where a student is placed in a company while conducting his/her PhD research, will be granted an increase of 15 million Krones ($2.6 million). These funds will provide the opportunity for young researchers to integrate in and bring their know-how to small and medium-sized Danish enterprises.
The Innovation Incubator scheme, which helps entrepreneurs and innovative businesses in their early stages of development, will receive an additional 25 million Krones ($4.42 million). GTS institutes [3] will be allocated an additional 10 million Krones ($1.69 million) for research on green building with a focus on solar energy.
Finally, there will be an additional DKK 28 million ($5.2 million) allocated to education research. The funding will go to practice-oriented PhD scholars who will research teaching processes. 
Of the additional 986 million Krones ($172.48 million) that will be allocated to research and innovation, 686 million Krones ($120 million) come from reserve funds for research. The other 300 million Krones ($52.48 million) come from the cancellation of certain grants for analysis of the education field as well as the closure of the Danish Board of Technology.
--------
[1] The budget for research in Denmark in 2011 amounted to $1.85 billion.
[2] Knowledge Pilot Program (in Danish: Videnpilotordningen) aims to improve the dissemination of knowledge to the economic sphere by granting employment of graduates in small and medium enterprises that do not normally use the potential of these people.
[3] The GTS institutes are consulting firms that develop and sell technology services to private companies and public authorities.
Sources:
Electronic Bulletin January 23, 2012
Danish Ministry of Higher Education and Research - http://en.fivu.dk 
(
6 Impact of the 2012 budget in the areas of R & D and education

The Irish Government presented its 2012 budget on December 6 and 7, 2011. In efforts to reduce government debt in Ireland, many cuts were announced.
Measures for education - The Ministry of Education (Department of Education and Skills) is affected by the 2012 budget. This ministry sees its budget reduced by 132 million Euros in 2012, down 2% compared to 2011 with a budget of 1.1 billion Euros.

The main fiscal measures in education:
- The most significant and most discussed in the media announcement, especially after the student protests which brought 20,000 people to the streets, is the increase of tuition fees by 250 Euros. An undergraduate student now has to pay 2,250 Euros in fees for the 2012/2013 school year - one should recall that the cost had increased from 1,500 to 2,000 Euros this school year (2011/2012). These fees were called until a year ago "student services fees" - they cover administrative costs and enrollment rather than tuition itself. The name was changed this year to "student contribution" which seems to reflect a reality where students contribute to more than fees.

- In general, student scholarships will be reduced, either by amount or by the number of beneficiaries. The most significant announcement is the 3% reduction in the amount student scholarships awarded on the basis of financial need. This measure applies to both existing and new scholarship recipients effective January 2012. In addition, in 2013, the award criteria for scholarships to students will be revised to take into account additional factors related to the student parents' wealth (primarily real estate), which will alter the number and profile of beneficiaries of the government scholarships.

- The research program Technological Sector Research Initiative (TSRI) for technology institutes in Ireland, distinct from the seven universities, is cancelled. Established in 2000, the program was divided into three areas: skills development for Masters' students, help with business creation, and development of research capacity to rectify a traditional situation in detriment of technology institutes with respect to universities. The program had a modest budget of 38 million Euros in its first life cycle (2000-2006). In recent years, about 6 million Euros were allocated to the program annually, a rather limited budget for a program in support of academic research.
Measures concerning the technology sector - The budget allocated to the Ministry of Innovation and Entrepreneurship (Department of Enterprise, Jobs and Innovation) remains relatively intact. With 880 million Euros in 2012, the Ministry's budget cut is only 5 million Euros. The message sent by the Irish authorities stressed the important role of exports in economic growth in Ireland, for which the Irish government sets up public policies to foreign investment in key sectors. The tax rate on companies is maintained at 12.5% despite pressure from neighboring European countries. Minister Richard Bruton reiterated that the Irish government will defend this tax rate, a cornerstone of Irish industrial strategy.
Significant fiscal measures affecting the technology sector are:
1.
For the research tax credit:

- Research tax credit for companies investing in R & D: the initial investment amount taken into account in calculating the tax credit is increased to 100,000 Euros (with a rate of 25); beyond 100,000 Euros, the increase in R & D investment from one year to another is taken into account 

- It is now possible to have contract R & D work while keeping the research tax credit (up to 100,000 Euros): very interesting for SMEs that can outsource such work in collaboration with public research centers

- Ability to distribute all or part of the research tax credit (probably without paying tax on these bonuses) to employees who worked on such R & D

2.
For start-ups specifically: extension of tax exemptions to companies created in 2011, 2012 and 2013 (i.e. after those created in 2010) of tax exemptions ("corporate tax" and "capital tax exemption")

3.
For multinationals: financial mechanisms to attract to Ireland specialists / experts from abroad ("Special Relief Program Assignee")

4.
For all companies: new mechanism to provide financial support to companies whose employees spend more than 60 days developing export markets in the 'BRICS' emerging countries - Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa ("Foreign Earnings Deduction")
Sources:

- Electronic Bulletin, December 21, 2011

-"Governments faces fees pressure as universities slide" - Irish Times - Sean Flynn – Oct 06 2011 – 
http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/ireland/2011/1006/1224305331062.html 

- "Budget 2012 - Ireland's higher education spending to be cut by 2%" - Sillicon Republic - John Kennedy – Dec 05 2011 – 
http://www.siliconrepublic.com/innovation/item/24837-budget-2012-irelands 

- "Budget 2012 - Enterprise given euros514m to focus on jobs" - Sillicon Republic - John Kennedy – Dec 05 2011 – 

http://www.siliconrepublic.com/business/item/24839-budget-2012-enterprise 

- "Budget 2012 - Budget Impact on R&D Tax Credit Scheme for Irish firms" - Sillicon Republic - Carmel Doyle – Dec 07 2011 – http://www.siliconrepublic.com/innovation/item/24872-budget-2012-budget-impact 

- "Budget 2012: Impact on the Technology Sector" - Deloitte - Dec 2011 – 

http://www.deloitte.com/view/en_IE/ie/insights/budget-2012-ireland/bb92bd471d714310VgnVCM1000001a56f00aRCRD.htm 

- Budget 2012 - Citizens Information - http://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/money_and_tax/budget_2012.html
(
7 Science Foundation Ireland appoints New Director General

Monday January 9th 2012: The Board of Science Foundation Ireland (SFI) has appointed Professor Mark Ferguson as Director General of the organization. Professor Ferguson, a native of Northern Ireland, will take up the position on January 16th 2012. The appointment is for a five-year term.
Source:

http://www.sfi.ie/news-events/press-releases/science-foundation-ireland-appoints-new-director-general 

(


8 A Rocket Launched from Svalbard to Study the Aurora Borealis
An international team of scientists based in Svalbard, Longyearbyen and Ny-Alesund, waited for favorable weather conditions for the launch of a rocket for research on space weather whose goals is to discover why the GPS signals are disturbed by the Aurora Borealis.
[image: image5.jpg]www.bulletins-electroniques.com




The rocket ICI-3 is a two-stage rocket whose trajectory is calculated to catch the Aurora Borealis over the Svalbard archipelago. It is designed to fly for ten minutes at a maximum altitude of 350 km. The launch site is located at Ny-Alesund, 107 kilometers north of Longyearbyen. Its predecessor, the ICI-2 rocket, was successfully launched in a similar campaign in December 2008 [1]. The objective of the mission is to observe the atmospheric instabilities and waves associated with the Aurora Borealis. These disturbances can affect, among other things, the accuracy of GPS devices, and knowledge in this area must be expanded. The ICI-3 was built by Andøya Rocket Range [2]. The material for the experiments on board was provided by various research groups involved in the project. French and Japanese scientists in particular have contributed to the instrumentation of the rocket.
Credit: Trond Abrahamsen / Andøya Rocket Range

The measurement campaign is led by Dr. Joran Moen [3], a professor at the University of Oslo [4] and associate professor at the University Center in Svalbard (UNIS) [5]. Ground support is provided through the EISCAT Svalbard radar [6], managed by the University of Leicester (UK) [7] and UNIS.
The measurement campaign officially began on November 22. All the teams involved in the project hoped to be able to make a successful launch before December 6, the closing date of the official campaign. The launch window is effective from 05:00 to 12:00 GMT every day, but it depends on the electromagnetic activity in the upper atmosphere and weather conditions on the ground. Every morning, Dag Lorentzen [8], professor at UNIS, and post doctoral associates Margit Dyrland and Lisa Baddeley have taken the long and winding road up to Kjell Henriksen Observatory [11], the UNIS station devoted to the aurora, where they helped the team of Ny-Alesund to identify the optimal conditions for the launch. On 27 November, the countdown reached T-3 minutes twice, but each time the launch had to be canceled because the scientific conditions had deteriorated.
The ICI-3 rocket was finally launched successfully on December 3. It reached an altitude of 354 km and intercepted an aurora borealis. The objectives of the research teams have been achieved, and the data collected are of excellent quality.
Sources;
- Electronic Bulletin, December 20, 2011
- [1] Article UNIS launch ICI-2: 
http://www.unis.no/60_NEWS/6040_Archive_2008/n_08_12_05_launch/Rocket_launch_news_05122008.htm 
- [2] Andøya Rocket Range: http://www.rocketrange.no
- [3] Dr Jøran Moen: http://www.unis.no/35_STAFF/staff_webpages/geophysics/joran_moen/default.htm 
- [4] UiO: http://www.mn.uio.no/fysikk/english/research/news-and-events/news/2011/ici3/
- [5] UNIS : http://www.unis.no/default.htm
- [6] Radar EISCAT Svalbard: http://www.eiscat.se/about/info/ESR
- [7] University of Leicester: http://www2.le.ac.uk
- [8] Prof. Dag Lorentzen: http://www.unis.no/35_STAFF/staff_webpages/geophysics/dag_lorentzen/default.htm 
- [9] Margit Dyrland: http://www.unis.no/35_STAFF/staff_webpages/geophysics/margit_dyrland/default.htm 
- [10] Lisa Baddeley: http://www.unis.no/35_STAFF/staff_webpages/geophysics/lisa_baddeley/default.htm 
- [11] Observatory Kjell Henriksen: http://kho.unis.no 
(


9 The quality of Norwegian research in the field of Earth Sciences
Under the control of the Norwegian Research Council [1], a committee of international experts evaluated the state of the Norwegian research in the geosciences [2]. The quality was anticipated to be generally good, and Norway could be an international leader in many areas.
The Earth Sciences cover a wide range of areas related to our planet, including its atmosphere. According to the committee, Norway could be regarded as a leader in the fields of climate research, meteorology, atmospheric research, marine geology/geophysics and oil. "The committee announced that the country could be proud of its strength in these disciplines" says Anders Hanneborg [3], Director of the Division of Sciences and coordinator of the evaluation. He said: "The report also identifies challenges related to management and strategy. The Norwegian Research Council and the various research institutes concerned will now be able to address these problems."
Climate research is an area of high priority in which geosciences research plays an important role. "Geology helps us develop our understanding of the climate system and its changes, and contributes to the knowledge of some of the consequences of these changes on nature: landslides, avalanches, etc.," says Camilla Schreiner [4], Director of the Department for Climate and Polar Research. In addition, operations in the oil sector are highly dependent on the quality of geological research. "It is crucial for the exploitation of oil and gas resources on the Norwegian continental shelf and for the training of professionals" says Siri Helle Friedemann [5], Director of Oil Research. She stressed that in the vast program PETROMAKS [6], developed by the Norwegian Research Council and focused on the oil industry, much basic research deals with geology.
The publication rate in the field of Earth Sciences is quite high in Norway; the total number of citations in Earth Sciences internationally places in fourth place among all disciplines in Norway. Also according to the committee, universities represent a much larger share of the international publications than research institutes. The lack of leadership and a clear strategy could lead to branching into too many topics and a lack of focus in recruitment. The committee recommends that research institutes prioritize efforts towards developing strategic plans, focusing on research activities for which it is necessary to strengthen and further develop the scientific community.
The Norwegian Research Council will soon invite relevant institutions and communities to provide feedback on how these challenges can be addressed both at the national and local levels. These comments will be reviewed by a committee appointed by the Council which will make suggestions for organizing solutions.
Sources:
Electronic Bulletin, December 20, 2011
- [1] Norwegian Research Council: http://www.forskningsradet.no/en/Home_page/1177315753906
- [2] www.forskningsradet.no
- [3] Anders Hanneborg: http://www.forskningsradet.no/en/Employee/Anders_Hanneborg/1161810048599 
- [4] Camilla Schreiner: http://www.forskningsradet.no/en/Employee/Camilla_Schreiner/1253955319587 
- [5] Siri Helle Friedemann: http://www.forskningsradet.no/no/Ansatt/Siri_Helle_Friedemann/1137742914484 
- [6] PETROMAKS Program: http://www.forskningsradet.no/servlet/Satellite?c=Page&cid=1226993690920&pagename=petromaks%2FHovedsidemal 
(


10 Launch of ALINNSA, Spanish sister of the French AVIESAN
ALINNSA, the Alliance for Research and Innovation in the field of Life Sciences and Health, was formally established on September 21, 2011 under the auspices of the Minister of Science and Innovation, Ms. Garmendia. ALINNSA intends to group government (State and Autonomous Communities), public and private research and innovation players in the biomedical sector in Spain.
The objectives of the new alliance are:
1. Identify the major health challenges facing society as related to their research and innovation dimension. Participate in the programming of Research, Development and Innovation (RDI).
2. Set the "triple helix" (academia, industry, government) in motion through the promotion of Research and Innovation in Life Sciences and Health.
3. Provide a model of governance, leadership and management of the Alliance.
4. Design an effective architecture for the Alliance.
5. Propose actions to support allocation of resources in Research, Development and Innovation.
6. Strengthen public-private partnerships.
7. Encourage sponsorship.
8. Propose actions in cooperation with other organizations in view of the internationalization of the RDI system
Chaired by Mr. Jose Jerónimo Navas, Director General of the Instituto de Salud Carlos III (ISCIII), Spanish counterpart of the French INSERM, ALINNSA is in the process of establishing its governance structures. The Executive Committee held its first meeting on December 12 to begin work on resource mapping, definition of thematic areas, and preparation of a portfolio of projects common to the members of the Alliance. It will then be up to the "Governing Board" of ALINNSA to adopt its Strategic Plan.
The process that led to the creation of this alliance is very similar to the one of AVIESAN in France; it has also served as inspiration for the Spanish. One notable difference, however: while AVIESAN includes only the public research sector in life sciences and health, ALINNSA also involves the private sector - a goal of its founders is to strengthen the relationship between academic and industrial sectors in the service of innovation, the latter remains a weak point in this area where Spain has developed very strong scientific skills.
In any event, the launch of this "little sister" of AVIESAN opens up opportunities for interesting collaborations to develop a special relationship between France and Spain in the field of life sciences and health. Such collaborations, explicitly suggested by the president of ALINNSA, could form the nucleus of a wider structuring process across Europe through, for example, joint programming, participation in R&D framework programs or in the future knowledge and innovation communities of the European Institute of Technology.
Sources:
Electronic Bulletin December 16, 2011
http://www.alinnsa.es/index.php
http://www.aviesan.fr/
(


11 Spanish research and innovation in the spotlight in India
After the visit to China by Minister Garmendia at the end of October, Spain was this year the guest of honor at the Indian "Technology Summit & Technology Platform". This 17th edition organized by the Department of Science and Technology (DST) of India and the Confederation of Indian Industry was held in New Delhi from November 22 to 24, 2011. The Spanish delegation was led by Juan Tomás Hernani, General Secretary for Innovation in the Ministerio de Ciencia e Innovación (MICINN) and Arturo Azcorra, director of the Centro para el Desarrollo Tecnológico Industrial (CDTI). The targeted themes of this bilateral meeting between Spanish and Indian companies and research centers were renewable energy, water, and biotechnology and health.
The scientific links between Spain and India
Institutional links between Spain and India in the field of research and innovation have been established recently. In 2007, the CDTI contributed to the development of the India and Spain Innovative Program (ISIP). This program has already resulted in eight collaborative projects for technology development or technology transfer. A ninth project should be announced soon and eight additional ones are under consideration. In addition, the program is a tool for linking businesses and building consortia that can lead to joint ventures.
A Program for Scientific Cooperation was also signed in 2009 between the MICINN and DST. Following the first call for projects that year, 25 joint research projects were selected in the fields of biotechnology, nanotechnology, renewable energy, information and communication technologies (ICTs). Two million Euros were invested in the program by the MICINN. A new call was launched in 2011. Fourteen projects should be funded in this second competition, with up to $1.5 million from the MICINN. In addition, two Spanish-Indian conferences were organized within the cooperation framework: the first one in Bangalore on ICTs and a second one on renewable energy in Seville.
Assessment of the event
For Spain, having been invited to this bilateral exchange with India in 2010, after Germany in 2010 and Finland in 2009, is already a victory. This allows the country to be seen as a great power of science and technology. The assessment of the meeting was very positive. The arrival of 120 Spanish delegates representing 75 companies and research centers has resulted in over 300 meetings with Indian partners. Ultimately, these discussions have resulted in 175 statements of intent to serve as starting point in setting up new projects or agreements. Concurrently with the meeting, the third Spanish-Indian scientific conference took place, this one on health topics.
Four new agreements were signed. The first two are CDTI agreements with the Indian Department of Biotechnology and with the Indian Ministry of Renewable Energy to fund new projects for technology cooperation in these areas. The other two agreements are extensions of previous agreements signed in 2007 and 2009. Following these exchanges, an Indian delegation is scheduled to visit Spain in 2012.
Sources:
- Electronic Bulletin, December 16, 2011
- "España participa en India en una Cumbre bilateral sobre tecnologia", MICINN, Nov 21 2011 – 
http://www.micinn.es/portal/site/MICINN/menuitem.edc7f2029a2be27d7010721001432ea0/?vgnextoid=2f8da32f1f4c3310VgnVCM1000001d04140aRCRD
- "Gran éxito de la participación española en la Cumbre Tecnológica Bilateral con India", MICINN, Dec 05 2011 – http://www.micinn.es/portal/site/MICINN/menuitem.edc7f2029a2be27d7010721001432ea0/?vgnextoid=b20bd87da0d04310VgnVCM1000001d04140aRCRD 
(


12 Carmen Vela Olmo, new Secretary for Research, Development and Innovation of the Spanish Government

Carmen Vela Olmo was appointed to the new Secretary for Research, Development and Innovation position by the Council of Ministers on December 30, 2011.

Ms. Vela, 56 years old, holds a BS in Chemistry from the Universidad Complutense of Madrid. While a PhD student at the Jimenez Diaz Foundation (Faculty of Medicine of the Universidad Autónoma de Madrid), Ms. Vela joined in 1982 the newly created biotechnology company Ingenasa, which specializes in animal health and food safety. She is the company's executive director after having saved it from bankruptcy; Ingenasa now employs 43 people.

A specialist in virology and immunology, Ms. Vela is the author of numerous articles and several patents. Her work focused on the mechanisms of allergic reactions, the design of diagnostic virology testing, and development of vaccines against parvovirus.

A former president of the Association of Women Scientists and Technologists (AMIT) (2007-2010), Ms. Vela has been President of the Spanish Society of Biotechnology (SEBIOT) since October 2010, member of the board of the National Council for Scientific Research (CSIC), and of the Advisory Council for Science and Technology of the Ministry of Science and Innovation.

Additional information available at: 
- Carmen Vela "will do everything possible to create the National Agency for Research as planned" Agencia SINC, January 3, 2012 
http://www.agenciasinc.es/Noticias/Carmen-Vela-hara-todo-lo-posible-por-crear-la-Agencia-de-Investigacion-en-los-plazos-previstos 
- De Guindos receives 20,000 petitions to fire Carmen Vela, Europa Press, January 12, 2012 
http://www.europapress.es/sociedad/ciencia/noticia-remiten-guindos-20000-peticiones-cese-carmen-vela-20120112122629.html 
- Scientists support Carmen Vela, the controversial Secretary for Research, Development and Innovation, El Mundo, January 11, 2012 - 
http://www.elmundo.es/elmundo/2012/01/11/ciencia/1326298990.html
Sources:

- Electronic Bulletin, January 17, 2012

(
13 Emilio Lora-Tamayo presides the CSIC again

Emilio Lora-Tamayo, PhD in Physics was appointed president of the National Council for Scientific Research (CSIC) by the Council of Ministers on January 13. He succeeds Rafael Rodrigo who held this position since 2008 ... but he also succeeds himself: indeed, Mr. Lora-Tamayo presided over CSIC from 2003 to 2004 under the government of Aznar. Mr. Lora-Tamayo, an expert on semiconductors and silicon technology for micro- and nanosystems, was the director of the CSIC Institute of Microelectronics in Barcelona since 2008. Mr. Lora-Tamayo attended the University Paul Sabatier and the National School of Aeronautics and Space in Toulouse, and the Laboratory of Electronics and Informatics in Grenoble, France.
Sources:

Electronic Bulletin, January 17, 2012

El investigador Emilio-Tamayo, nuevo presidente del CSIC, CSIC press release January 13, 2012 - http://www.csic.es
(
14 RCUK Impact Report 2011 highlights how the Research Councils are maximizing the impact of UK research

Research Councils UK (RCUK) has today (4 January) published the RCUK Impact Report 2011 which complements the impact reports prepared by the individual Research Councils for the Department for Business Innovation and Skills. 
The report details the various activities through which the Research Councils are working together to achieve greater impact. This includes collaboration with partners in key commercial sectors, the Technology Strategy Board and governmental departments. It also highlights the impact of the six major cross-Council themes and how the Research Councils will develop the impact agenda through the current spending review period. The report concludes by setting out aims of the RCUK Impact Strategy. 
Minister for Universities and Science David Willetts said: "These reports demonstrate that the UK is a world leader in science and research. From the development of groundbreaking new treatments to studies that shape public policy and improve lives, the significant economic and societal impact of the UK research base is extremely impressive." 
RCUK define impact to include the many ways in which research-related knowledge and skills benefit individuals and organizations. As well as stimulating economic growth, excellent research with impact can increase the effectiveness of public services and policy and enhance the quality of life, health and creative output of society. 
Professor Dave Delpy, RCUK Impact Champion said: “The UK research base is one of the best in the world and we should be proud of the impact it has both here and abroad. In addition to the outstanding research we support, the Research Councils continue to invest in schemes and partnerships that increase the impact of this research. It is vitally important to demonstrate the value that the UK’s excellent research contributes to the economic growth, prosperity and wellbeing of the UK, both now and in the future.” 
Sources:

04 January 2012 

A copy of the RCUK Impact Report 2011 is available at http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/Publications/reports/Pages/RCUKImpactReport2011.aspx 

http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/media/news/2012news/Pages/120103_4.aspx 

(
15 New Grant Will Support British, American, and Indian Partnerships

The British Council is excited to announce the first trilateral strand of the successful UK-India Education and Research Initiative (UKIERI) with the launch of the new Trilateral Research in Partnership (TRIP) Awards with the United States.  Ten awards of up to £50,000 (USD $75,000) in funds will be available to support multidisciplinary research projects between UK, US and Indian higher education institutions.
More at:
http://www.britishcouncil.org/usa-education-partnerships-ukieri.htm
([image: image4.png]



� Note:  Translation for these articles was provided by Carine Polliotti.  If you would like additional information or background, please feel free to contact Carine at � HYPERLINK "mailto:cpolliot@nsf.gov" ��cpolliot@nsf.gov�
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