April 2012

European Science, Engineering and Technology Highlights

APRIL 2012
To navigate down the report, hold down the CTRL key and click on the title to go to the desired article. You may return to the selected country by clicking on the ( at the bottom of each article.

Europe:

1. Research Council chief: More cash, less change for Horizon 2020
2. 2011: Record year for patenting in Europe, led by Germany
Baltics:

3. Establishment of an Institute for Baltic Research and Innovative Technology
Finland:

4. On internationalization at universities - a case in Finland
France:

5. Financing Franco-Indian Projects
[image: image1.png]




[image: image2.png]




[image: image3.png]



1 Research Council chief: More cash, less change for Horizon 2020
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Under the European Commission’s new proposal for funding the eighth framework program – Horizon 2020 – the European Research Council (ERC) is set to see a 77% boost in funds to €13.2 billion. ERC President Helga Nowotny tells EurActiv that Horizon represents a validation of its success.
Helga Nowotny is a leading Austrian social scientist who became president of the European Research Council in 2010. She spoke to EurActiv’s Jeremy Fleming from Budapest. The ERC is based in Brussels.
Full article available at:

http://www.euractiv.com/innovation-enterprise/research-council-chief-cash-change-horizon-2020-interview-509889?utm_source=EurActiv%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=f48213c24d-newsletter_innovation__amp%3B_enterprise&utm_medium=email 
(


2 2011: Record year for patenting in Europe, led by Germany

The European Office for Patents (OBE) released Friday, March 23, 2012 its annual report for 2011, officially presented by its President, French Benoît Battistelli, in the Siemens Forum in Munich (Bavaria). With 2,235 patents last year, Siemens is leading the number of requests made to the European Office for Patents, ahead of the Dutch Philips (1759 applications), and the Korean Samsung (1733 requests). In spite of competition from American and Asian giants, there is also a German group in fourth place (BASF, 1638 requests) and Robert Bosch in 8th place (1,192 applications). Apart from Philips and the German groups, the next-ranked European company is Swedish Ericsson with 1148 requests, then comes the French Alcatel-Lucent in 16th place with 744 patents. The OBE granted 62,112 patents in total in 2011, up 7% more than in 2010. Germany is Europe's champion with 14% of applications, but France - with 5% of the total - showed an increase of 3%, mainly due to an increase in filings in the area of transport and electromobility. Asian companies continue to gain ground with 33% of registered filings at the OBE, the United States portion has fallen to 24%. Five European companies are in the top-10 ranking of filers.

Sources:

- "Begehrter Schutz", article du Süddeutsche Zeitung – March 24, 2012
- "China holt auf", article du Süddeutsche Zeitung – March 25, 2012
- Press release from the European Office for Patents (OEB) March 23, 2012 - http://www.epo.org/news-issues/news/2012/20120323_fr.html
(


3 Establishment of an Institute for Baltic Research and Innovative Technology

The main scientific research institutions in the Baltic countries, namely the University of Latvia [1], Riga Technical University [2], the Institute of Organic Synthesis of Latvia [3], the Latvian Center for Biomedical Study and Research [4], Vilnius University [5], the Technical University of Lithuania [6] (in Vilnius and Kaunas), Tartu University [7] and the Technical University of Tallinn [8] (the list is not exhaustive), created an Institute for Baltic Innovative Research and Technology.

This Institute is a form of cooperation between the universities and the institutes of scientific research and development in the Baltic region. The purpose of the new Institute is to coordinate research in the Baltic region and also to enable students to acquire not only theoretical but also practical scientific knowledge. Its ultimate goal is to improve the competitiveness of the Baltic countries and, as a result, the EU's innovation in global markets.

The project of the University of Latvia is to further develop the Academic Center of Sciences Tornakalns [9] by creating a new science park using the center at Jurmala (which historically housed the nuclear reactor) and in partnership with the Institute of the Physics of Solids of Latvia [10] and the Center for Nanotechnology and Materials Science. A review of potential areas of high scientific excellence has been developed: biomedical and pharmaceutical, new materials and nanotechnology, and information and communication technologies. These themes will be the research priorities of the future institute.

The project should be funded by the European Union within the next programming period (2014-2020), within the scheme of funds for science, innovation and technology transfer

Sources:

- Electronic Bulletin, April 3, 2012 

- [1] University of Latvia: http://www.lu.lv 
- [2] Riga Technical University: http://www.rtu.lv 
- [3] Institute of Organic Synthesis of Latvia: http://www.osi.lv 
- [4] Latvian Center for Study and Biomedical Research : http://bmc.biomed.lu.lv 
- [5] Vilnius University: http://www.vu.lt/en
- [6] Technical University of Lithuania: http://en.ktu.lt 
- [7] Tartu University: http://www.ut.ee/en
- [8] Technical University of Tallinn: http://www.ttu.ee/en 

- [9] Academic Center of Sciences Tornakalns : http://www.lu.lv/eng/news/t/5921
- [10] Institute of Physics of the Solids of Latvia: http://www.cfi.lu.lv/eng/
(


4 On internationalization at universities - a case in Finland

The following is a guest post by Markus Laitinen, head of international affairs at the University of Helsinki.
Imagine a university without an international office, internationalization strategy or a committee for internationalization; not really international, right? Not necessarily. For the past eight years the University of Helsinki has had no single office or entity bear the responsibility for internationalization. Today, this approach is sometimes called “mainstreamed” or “deep” internationalization, but I actually prefer “embedded.” From my perspective, sharing the responsibility for internationalization–an issue central to many universities worldwide–throughout a university, rather than charging it to a select few administrators, is the right path to take.

Full article available at:

http://chronicle.com/blogs/worldwise/the-end-of-the-international-office/29312?sid=at&utm_source=at&utm_medium=en
(


5 Financing Franco-Indian Projects

The ANR (Agence Nationale de la Recherche, France) and the Indian Department for Science and Technology signed a partnership agreement.

On March 7, 2012 in Delhi, India, the ANR agreed on a partnership with the Indian Department for Science and Technology (DST) allowing financing of French / Indian projects. The agreement will focus on identifying annually common research fields in France and India. ANR and DST will co-finance projects that have been identified after selection. Application submission in France will follow the usual ANR procedure under the “White Program for International Projects” (ANR ‘White Program’ is equivalent to unsolicited proposals at NSF). In India, the Franco-Indian Center for the Promotion of Advanced Research (CEFIPRA) will be in charge of the Indian application submitted. The first call for proposals will focus on two themes: infectious diseases and engineering. The deadline is November 2012 for financing starting in 2013.

Contact ANR – Nakita Vodjdani, International Relations Responsible www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr 

Contact CEFIPRA – A. Amusdeswari, Director www.cefipra.org
Source:

http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/magazine/actualites/detail/financement-de-projets-franco-indiens-lanr-et-le-departement-de-la-science-et-de-la-technologie-en-inde-signent-un-accord-de-partenariat 
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� Note:  Translation for these articles was provided by Carine Polliotti.  If you would like additional information or background, please feel free to contact Carine at � HYPERLINK "mailto:cpolliot@nsf.gov" ��cpolliot@nsf.gov�
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