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1 2012 Long Night of Research in Austria
The largest annual Austrian event to promote research and development will take place on Friday April 27th - "the 2012 Long Night of Research", bringing together research institutions from all over the country, from Lake Constance to Lake Fertõ. All the Austrian states but Tyrol will hold their own events on Saturday, April 28. This large event, established in 2005, is designed on a cross-regional scale by the Austrian Research Council (Forschungsrat) and supported by the Ministry of Economy (BMWFJ) and the Ministry of Science and Research (BMWF). Current figures show 24 participating regions, 187 sites, 1156 booths and there is room for late participants.
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The participating organizations represent the diversity of Austrian research, ranging from small enterprises to industry and research infrastructure managers, including scientific units at universities, the Austrian Academy of Sciences and research institutions outside universities.

According to Economy Minister Reinhold Mitterlehner, the Night of Research emphasizes the importance of innovation and invention. The products and services derived from these are indeed fundamental to the consolidation of Austrian companies in the global market, job creation and ultimately the country's well-being. For his part, Minister of Science and Research, Karlheinz Töchterle, emphasizes the harmony between education and entertainment made possible by this event where research becomes adventure, allowing young and senior people to gather around the surprising, exciting and diverse world of knowledge.

The President of the Council for Research and Technology Development, Dr. Hannes Androsch is pleased about the enthusiasm and the large number of researchers willing to convey to the people the result of their work. Such events about Austrian research activities also aim to reduce the brain drain.

Many topics will be discussed: energy, medicine and health sciences, art and culture and media, agriculture, forestry, veterinary medicine, natural sciences, social sciences, economics. Some companies will present their own work.

Schedules for the event, completely free, vary from one region to another; generally, the opening will be between 4:00 and 5:00 pm and the closing between 11:00 pm and 12:00 pm.

The official web site: http://www.lnf2012.at/
Sources:

- Electronic Bulletin, April 16, 2012

- "Auch 2007 keine "Lange Nacht der Forschung""- science.ORF.at/APA – March 21, 2007 - http://sciencev1.orf.at/science/news/147665
- Web site of the Council for Research and Development of Technology, March 20, 2012: http://www.rat-fte.at
- "Lange Nacht der Forschung" in Kooperation mit ORF - science.ORF.at – September 14, 2005 - http://sciencev1.orf.at/science/news/140440
- "Lange Nacht der Forschung 2012 am 27. April - Website zur LNF2012 online! - Selina Morrison" – February 17, 2012 - http://redirectix.bulletins-electroniques.com/gtrZo
(
2 OeAW impulse programme: New Frontiers Groups (NFGs) – Austria

In establishing the New Frontiers Groups programme, the Austrian Academy of Sciences (OeAW) intends to develop a flexible structure with which it can respond rapidly to cutting-edge developments in science and research, which are largely driven by young researchers. 

The NFG programme aims at investigator-driven innovative research in order to promote promising academic careers and to further strengthen the Academy`s research portfolio.

The OeAW invites applications from highly talented scientists and scholars at early stages of their careers to establish a New Frontiers Group under the auspices of the OeAW.

Full article available at:

http://www.fwf.ac.at/en/aktuelles_detail.asp?N_ID=485 

(
3 ERC welcomes new Bulgarian initiative to support top scientists

Over 150 participants attended an information event on the European Research Council's funding opportunities in Sofia (Bulgaria), held in parallel with the 35th Plenary Session of the ERC's Scientific Council (see highlight of 26 April 2012). This event is in line with ERC's efforts to increase the awareness of its funding opportunities in Central and Eastern Europe.

During the information event, Bulgarian Minister of Education, Research and Youth, Prof. Sergei Ignatov announced that: ''Bulgaria is launching a new initiative to financially support projects, submitted by researchers in Bulgaria, which are on the ERC's reserve lists but that were not funded for budgetary reasons''. ERC President Prof. Helga Nowotny welcomed the Bulgarian initiative which adds to the existing schemes to fund ERC runners-up in a number of other EU countries. She said that ''It is of great concern to the ERC that the participation rate is low in Bulgaria, and more generally in this part of Europe'' and reaffirmed the fact that ''talent exist everywhere''.

The ERC hopes to see an increase in applications from top talent in Central and Eastern Europe. To date, similar events have been organized in Poland, Hungary, Latvia and Romania. During a joint press conference held on 26 April, Prof. Ignatov also confirmed that Bulgaria will support the proposal of the European Commission to boost the future budget for research - including the increase of the ERC's budget by 77% in the new European research framework programme "Horizon 2020" programme.

27 April 2012

For more information, click on: http://erc.europa.eu
Press contacts:

Madeleine DRIELSMA

Mobile: +32 498 98 43 97

ERC-press@ec.europa.eu
Maud SCELO

Phone: +32 2 298 15 21

ERC-press@ec.europa.eu
Article available at:

http://erc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/press_release/files/Sofia_new_Bulgarian_initiative.pdf 

(
4 International Conference on “Improving the quality of work in Europe” - Bulgaria

On 18 and 19 October this year Sofia will host an international conference “Improving the quality of labor in Europe.”

The conference is organized by the Institute for the Study of Societies and Knowledge at BAS, within a comparative European project "Quality of life and work in the new workplaces - WALQING" (http://www.walqing.eu/), funded under the Seventh Framework Programme of the European Commission.

The deadline for submission of abstracts in English (500 words) is 15 June, 2012. 

They should be sent to Darina Peycheva at: dpeicheva@gmail.com 

Authors of approved abstracts will be informed by 10 July, 2012.

The full texts in English or Bulgarian are expected before the 15th September 2012.

The main objective of the project WALQING is to increase the awareness and knowledge of researchers, interested parties, employers and trade unions, politicians on the problems of quality of work and life in the new workplaces.

We expect original contributions from academics and interested parties (employers, unions, government, NGOs, etc.) within the following five main areas:

Changes and impacts in the legislation, employment law, implications of the policies;

What do employers do to improve the quality of work: employers' initiatives at company and sector level?
What do unions do: addressing and measuring quality of work? A comparative analysis.

Good practices at company level and conditions of transfer;

Workers and quality of work: challenges, gains and losses.

Additional information available at:

http://www.bas.bg/cgi-bin/e-cms/vis/vis.pl?s=001&p=0288&n=000386&g= 

(
5 Excellence 2012 Conference in Denmark

The Excellence 2012 Conference will be held in Aarhus University (Denmark) from April 18-20, 2012. The President of the European Research Council (ERC), Prof. H. Nowotny, and the Danish Minister for Science, Innovation and Higher Education, M. Ostergaard, as well as the Rector of Aarhus University, Prof. L.B. Holm-Nielsen, will present the future Research and Innovation Framework Programme of the European Union (EU), Horizon 2020, in support of a fertile environment for excellence in research, education and innovation. The Conference is one of the major research events organized by the current Danish Presidency of the EU. The aim is for policy makers, scientists and university representatives to discuss ways in which Europe can stimulate excellent research that can efficiently translate into innovative solutions.

Full program is available at:

http://www.excellence2012.dk/programme/
ERC article is available at:
http://erc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/press_release/files/Highlight_Excellence_2012_DK.pdf 
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China and Denmark – close partners in the knowledge area
China is a strategic partner for Denmark, when it comes to science, technology and innovation. During the last couple of years a number of initiatives have cemented the common commitment from both governments to further strengthen this cooperation.

Full article available at:

http://en.fi.dk/international/global-cooperation/denmark-china 

(
7 ParisTech signs a cooperation agreement to open an engineering school in Shanghai in September 2012

Sunday, April 8, 2012, ParisTech has signed a cooperation agreement for the establishment of the Engineering School Shanghai Jiao Tong University-ParisTech in Shanghai. This project is supported by Mines ParisTech, Télécom ParisTech, ENSTA ParisTech and École Polytechnique. A dozen representatives of ParisTech, including its President Cyrille Van Effenterre, the Director General of École Polytechnique and the Director of ENSTA Paris Tech, attended the signing ceremony of the agreement, held in occasion of the 116th anniversary of Jiao Tong University (SJTU - http://en.sjtu.edu.cn ).

Full article available at:
http://www.ensta-paristech.fr/fr/actualites/paristech-signe-un-accord-de-cooperation-pour-ouverture-d-une-ecole-d-ingenieurs-shanghai 

(
8 Russia's University Mergers Pit the Old School against the New

The rector of Ural Federal University (Russia) has a problem: several hundred professors and administrators in the economics faculty are fighting with each other. The conflict began two years ago, when the national government began a program of university mergers, pairing local institutions with more elite universities. The plan was to create academic powerhouses, with more independence and better financial support. 
Full article available at:

http://chronicle.com/article/Russias-University-Mergers/131844/
(
9 Swedish Government proposal for the reorganization of the Higher Education agencies
The Swedish government wants to reform the higher education agencies. Sweden currently has three agencies: 

- Agency for Higher Education (Högskoleverket): agency that watches over the quality of training, updates statistics, assesses training, prepares reports for government 

- Agency of Services for Higher Education (Verket för högskoleservice): agency in charge of the mode of selection of students in universities, it also evaluates foreign high school degrees and grades 

- Agency for Trade and Academic Mobility (Internationella programkontoret): agency responsible for international exchange programs including Erasmus and Comenius (EU). 

 

The proposed reform aims to set up two agencies from the three entities:

- An agency responsible for the quality of training and evaluation of the effectiveness of university resources. 

- An agency responsible for advancement, for international cooperation and for services to institutions. 

This new setup will be effective January 1, 2013. 

Sources: Electronic Bulletin, April 19, 2012 

Official Statement of the Ministry of Education (in Swedish): http://www.regeringen.se/sb/d/15621/a/189789 
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� Note:  Translation for these articles was provided by Carine Polliotti.  If you would like additional information or background, please feel free to contact Carine at � HYPERLINK "mailto:cpolliot@nsf.gov" ��cpolliot@nsf.gov�
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