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In Europe, Anti-Immigration Measures Run Up Against Efforts to Attract Foreign Students
By Aisha Labi
Immigration is among the more contentious issues in contemporary politics and often becomes a flash point during times of economic duress. As universities strive to increase their share of the growing number of internationally mobile students, immigration policy in parts of Europe has come into conflict with the ambitions of the higher-education sector.
Pierre Verdy, AFP, Getty Images

In February, students in Paris protest regulations that restrict foreign students' ability to stay in the country after graduation.

Full article available at:

http://chronicle.com/article/In-Europe-Anti-Immigration/132193/?sid=at&utm_source=at&utm_medium=en
(
2 Making the Most of Our Potential: Consolidating the European Higher Education Area cc
The Ministers in charge of Higher Education in 47 countries of the European Higher Education Area (EHEA) met on April 26 and 27, 2012 in Bucharest to survey the progress of the Bologna process and to jointly define EHEA priorities for 2012-2015. The Ministers identified five areas for action:
• Provide a quality higher education readily accessible to all;
• Advance the employability of graduates to meet the needs of Europe: develop innovation and ensure a strong link between research and training, and in particular, support doctoral training;
• Develop qualifications frameworks as tools of transparency, openness and flexibility;
• Increase mobility and, towards this end, ensure balanced exchanges and further develop joint programs and degrees;
• Improve data collection and transparency and develop, in particular, common indicators (employability, social responsibility, grants and loans portability, student and staff mobility).

The Ministers have identified twenty priorities for actions to be taken at national and European levels.

Among the national priorities:
• recommendations urging to create conditions encouraging student-centered learning and innovative teaching method in higher education institutions.
• a strong incentive to develop and strengthen cooperation with business, especially for defining the content of training programs in order to advance the employability of graduates.
• delineate national qualifications frameworks in line with the qualifications frameworks of the EHEA and develop by the end of 2012 legislation and national regulations in agreement with the Lisbon Declaration (signed in 1997).

Priorities at the European level:
• take up the above national priorities, in particular with respect to learning outcomes, recognition of degrees and encouragement of more joint programs and degrees.

• insist on measures to ensure and enhance the quality and transparency of national systems, mutual recognition, and the employability and mobility in the third cycle.
• call for building bridges between the EHEA and the European Research Area / ERA.

A report will be drawn at the next ministerial conference to be held in 2015 in Yerevan (Armenia)

Full article available at (in French):

http://www.aeres-evaluation.fr/Actualites/Actualites-de-l-agence/Espace-europeen-de-l-enseignement-superieur-Conference-ministerielle-2012
Additional information at:

http://www.ehea.info/Uploads/(1)/Bucharest%20Communique%202012(2).pdf
(
3 Focusing a Corporate Lens on Global Universities

June 13, 2012, 5:07 pm - By David Wheeler

As universities seek to be global, they should consider an obvious model: multinational corporations.
What leads me to suggest using a corporate lens to look at global universities? I’ve heard Qantas talk about forming alliances with other airlines, a process akin to creating university consortia; tried to understand how the University of Melbourne snagged a partnership with IBM; and been fascinated by the strategies of companies like Johnson & Johnson to recruit the best university graduates.
Universities might learn from multinational corporations in a few areas in particular, including employer branding, human resources, and partnership management. Lastly, universities can learn from corporations how to more effectively connect with them. Obvious, but often not done.
Global corporate brands adopt local identities. Can universities do the same?

Full article available at:

http://chronicle.com/blogs/planet/2012/06/13/focusing-a-corporate-lens-on-global-universities/?sid=at&utm_source=at&utm_medium=en
(
4 France Repeals Controversial Foreign-Student and Graduate Visa Restrictions

June 1, 2012 

The new French government has annulled a controversial measure that imposed stiff visa restrictions on foreign students and graduates, as the newly elected president, François Hollande, had promised to do during his election campaign.

The move to abandon the so-called Guéant circular, named for the interior minister who introduced it, was to take place a year to the day after it came into force, and the “new circular is understood to tell the relevant officials not to deport students whose temporary right to stay has run out and to speed up the handling of requests for working papers”, RFI reports.
Full article available at:

http://chronicle.com/blogs/global/france-repeals-controversial-foreign-student-and-graduate-visa-restrictions/33273?sid=at&utm_source=at&utm_medium=en
(
5 DFG Establishes 20 New Collaborative Research Centers
From new therapies for multiple sclerosis via the heroic tradition to functional microgels / Innovative research approaches in all fields 
The Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG, German Research Foundation) is to establish 20 Collaborative Research Centers (CRCs) by 1 July 2012. This decision was taken by the Grants Committee at its spring session in Bonn. The new CRCs will receive funding totaling 176 million Euros (including a 20 percent program allowance for indirect project costs) for the initial 4-year funding period.

Full article available at http://www.dfg.de/en/service/press/press_releases/2012/press_release_no_23/index.html
(
6 Peru - working together to solve global problems – Germany

Parliamentary State Secretary at the Federal Ministry of Education and Research, Helge Braun, and the Peruvian Foreign Affairs Minister Rafael Roncagliolo have signed a joint declaration for close cooperation in the areas of education, science, research and innovation. This includes plans for specialist talks on topics such as health and environment research.

"With this agreement, Peru has become an important partner for Germany in the area of collaborative research," said Helge Braun. "This is absolutely in line with the Federal Government's internationalization strategy, which was agreed upon by the coalition: In order to find solutions to global issues like climate change or the fight against diseases and epidemics, researchers from around the world must work more closely together."
Full article available at:

http://www.bmbf.de/en/18926.php 
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