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1 Colleges' Efforts to Internationalize Slip in Some Areas (International)

American colleges say they are more supportive than ever of international education, but in many cases their efforts to internationalize may fall short, a new report from the American Council on Education suggests.

Half of all colleges surveyed said they include international or global education in their institutional mission statements, while a like number reported internationalization among their top five strategic priorities. A majority said internationalization efforts on their campuses had accelerated in recent years.

Full article available at:

http://chronicle.com/article/Colleges-Efforts-to-Globalize/132661/?cid=at&utm_source=at&utm_medium=en
(
2 EUR 1.75 billion for new ERC research projects (Europe)

A total budget of €1.75 billion was announced on 9 July 2012 by the European Commission to support projects funded by the European Research Council in 2013. Open to independent researchers of any age or career stage, the new ERC calls are meant to help top scientists from all fields (Physical Sciences and Engineering, Life Sciences, and Social Sciences & Humanities) to produce the very best cutting-edge science and to affirm Europe's place as a world class destination for research. It is estimated that this funding will support around 900 excellent researchers in 2013 (each employing a further 6 team members on average). It is part of the European Commission's final, and biggest, call for proposals for research projects under its Seventh Framework Programme (FP7).

Full article available at:

http://www.innovation.public.lu/en/actualites/2012/07/erc/index.html
(
3 European Commission backs open-access science publishing (Europe)

By Chris Wickham, July 17, 2012

The European Commission, which controls one of the world's largest science budgets, has backed calls for free access to publicly funded research in a move that could force a major change in the business model for publishers. "Taxpayers should not have to pay twice for scientific research and they need seamless access to raw data," said Neelie Kroes, European Commission vice-president for the Digital Agenda. The EC said in a communication issued on July 17 that open access will be a "general principle" applied to grants awarded through the Horizon 2020, the EU's Research & Innovation funding program for 2014-2020.

From 2014 all articles produced with funding from Horizon 2020 will have to be accessible and the goal is for 60 percent of European publicly funded research to be available by 2016.

Full article available at: http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/07/17/us-science-publishing-eu-idUSBRE86G0FS20120717
(
4 Joint statement – European Commission (Europe)

The European Commission issued a joint statement with associations of research funding and performing organisations (EARTO, Science Europe, NordForsk) and university associations (EUA, LERU) on enhancing their partnership to reach the goals of the European Research Area.

Full article available at: http://ec.europa.eu/research/era/consultation/era_communication-programme_en.htm
A comment about this also appeared in Science News (http://news.sciencemag.org/scienceinsider/2012/07/european-researchers-strive-for-.html). 

(
5 Science Europe (SE) (Europe)

The newly established Brussels-based association of European research funding and research performing organizations, outlined its priorities for future actions which include: open access, the European grant union, ex-post evaluation, peer review, research infrastructures and research careers. The organization  has also recently announced the nomination of six Chairs of its Scientific Committees which will be set up in the upcoming months to provide input and support for the development of Science Europe’s policies.

Full article available at: http://www.scienceeurope.org/index.php?page=news
(
6 AcademiaNet brings excellent women researchers to the fore (Germany)
AcademiaNet is an Internet portal containing the profiles of outstanding women researchers in German-speaking countries. Created by the Robert Bosch Foundation and the science magazine "Spektrum der Wissenschaft" in 2010, the database makes it easier to find qualified female scientists to fill management positions and serve as members of scientific bodies. The SNSF (Swiss National Science Foundation) joined up as a partner organization in 2011. This year, it is nominating scientists for the first time.
Although women account for 45% of the degrees obtained at higher education institutions in Europe, they are still heavily under-represented in top scientific positions. The same is true for influential commissions that award prizes, appoint professors and approve funding. An often-cited reason for this is the difficulty of finding qualified female researchers. This is where AcademiaNet comes in: it allows decision-makers in science and industry to search systematically for outstanding female researchers.

Full article available at:
http://www.snf.ch/e/current/snfinfo/policy/pages/default.aspx?NEWSID=1721&WEBID=F6B532FB-64ED-466F-8816-193D4DE8DC94 

(
7 Multibillion-Dollar Program Has Had Little Effect at German Universities, Report Says (Germany)

By Aisha Labi, July 23, 2012

Eight years ago, Germany announced an effort unprecedented for the European nation: It would have its universities compete for several billion dollars in public funds to spur them to distinguish themselves on the national and world stage. Other countries took notice, with some attempting similar strategies to vault their universities into the upper echelons of global rankings.

Full article available at:

http://chronicle.com/article/Multibillion-Dollar-Program/133103/?cid=pm&utm_source=pm&utm_medium=en 

(
8 NWO invests 15.5 million in national research facilities (The Netherlands)
12 June 2012 

With its programme Investment Subsidy NWO Large, the Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO) is investing 15.5 million Euros in large equipment, data collections and software. With this programme, NWO finances large scientific projects in which scientists from throughout the Netherlands collaborate, often with international partners as well. The projects concern, for example, the collection of brain tissue for research into psychiatric brain disorders and the development of a neutron microscope that can produce high-resolution images of the position and movement of atoms and molecules. 

Full article available at:

http://www.nwo.nl/nwohome.nsf/pages/NWOP_8V7FGE_Eng?open&nav=NWOP_5V2J7T 

(
9 Britain Requires Open-Access Publishing for Publicly Financed Research (UK)
The British government will by 2014 require all publicly financed research to be made available free. The announcement follows the recommendations in a government-commissioned report that was published last month. Removing the paywalls that now surround most publicly financed research “will allow academics and businesses to develop and commercialize their research more easily and herald a new era of academic discovery,” David Willetts, the country’s universities minister, said in a written statement.

Although there is wide support for the move, according to The Guardian, some scientists are unhappy since no new money will be provided by the government to pay the cost of the transition to open-access publishing, which “could lead to less research and fewer valuable papers being published.”

Sources:

http://chronicle.com/blogs/global/britain-requires-open-access-publishing-for-publicly-financed-research/33949?cid=pm&utm_source=pm&utm_medium=en
(
� Note:  Translation for these articles was provided by Carine Polliotti.  If you would like additional information or background, please feel free to contact Carine at �HYPERLINK "mailto:cpolliot@nsf.gov"�cpolliot@nsf.gov�
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