August 2012

European Science, Engineering and Technology Highlights

AUGUST 2012
To navigate down the report, hold down the CTRL key and click on the title to go to the desired article. You may return to the selected country by clicking on the ( at the bottom of each article.

Europe:

1. Are Central and Eastern European EU Member States lagging behind in the Research Framework Program?
2. Europe’s lack of data and governance leave door open to misconduct
3. European business to increase R&D spending despite crisis
France:

4. Higher Education and Research: a shared ambition for the future of France
[image: image1.png]




[image: image2.png]




[image: image3.png]



1 Are Central and Eastern European EU Member States lagging behind in the Research Framework Program?

A study commissioned by the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research looks at the success of ten Central and Eastern European Member States (EU10 MS) in the excellence-based competition for funding under the EU Research Framework Program. The main factors influencing the participation of these countries are identified as the personnel and financial capacities of a country in the area of research and development. On average, the EU10 MS have 245 R&D personnel per 100,000 inhabitants, in comparison to 560 in the fifteen Western EU countries. Further investments in research infrastructures, the development of national research policies including stronger use of competitive procedures and more active involvement in the coordination of European projects are measures recommended for improving the competitiveness of these countries in the future.

Summary of the study available at:

http://www.moez.fraunhofer.de/en.html
(
2 Europe’s lack of data and governance leave door open to misconduct, says ESF

Only five out of fifteen European countries surveyed by the European Science Foundation have a national body that deals with research misconduct, according to data seen by Research Europe. Croatia, Denmark, Norway, the UK and Poland have a national institution that governs research integrity, while Finland, Hungary, the Netherlands and Sweden have institution-specific offices with national oversight. But many big research players such as Germany, France and Spain leave institutions to fend for themselves when dealing with research misconduct cases.

Full article by Inga Vesper available at:

http://www.researchresearch.com/index.php?option=com_news&template=rr_2col&view=article&articleId=1217292
(
3 European business to increase R&D spending despite crisis

Top EU businesses expect their investments in research and development to grow by an average of 4% annually over the period 2012 to 2014, according to a European Commission’s survey of some of Europe's companies that invest the most in R&D. The front runner is the software and computer services sector, which expects R&D investment to grow by 11% per year on average. Surveyed companies highlighted the strong positive effects of fiscal incentives, national grants, EU financial support and public-private partnerships on innovation both at national and EU level. In contrast, the time needed to obtain intellectual property right protection and the costs of that protection were seen by many as key factors impacting negatively on their innovation activities.

Full article available at: 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/12/905&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
(
4 Higher Education and Research: a shared ambition for the future of France

At a press conference at the Academy of Sciences last July 11, 2012, Genevieve Fioraso (French Minister for Research and Higher Education) presented the launching of a committee of stakeholders in research and education tasked to consult at local and national level and to propose ways of achieving the strategic goals set by the government. The priorities are to increase the success rates of undergraduate students and improve the professional training of university professors; the re-organization of research and higher education institutions and the revision of their governance models and policies. The first outcome with recommendations to the Parliament is expected in December 2012. 

Full article available at:

http://www.enseignementsup-recherche.gouv.fr/cid60901/assises-de-l-enseignement-superieur-et-de-la-recherche-une-ambition-partagee-pour-l-avenir-de-notre-pays.html 
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� Note:  Translation for these articles was provided by Carine Polliotti.  If you would like additional information or background, please feel free to contact Carine at � HYPERLINK "mailto:cpolliot@nsf.gov" ��cpolliot@nsf.gov�
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