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Europe:

1. Feasibility study for the European Researcher Development Framework
2. The European University Association examines mobility strategies in European universities 
France:

3. New French government initiative in Research and Higher Education
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1 Feasibility study for the European Researcher Development Framework
The ESF Member Organizations Forum "European Alliance on Research Career Development" and the UK-based Vitae organization have published a feasibility study for a pan-European professional development framework for researchers. The study assesses the applicability across Europe of a generic framework for the professional development of researchers based on the Vitae Researcher Development Framework (RDF) developed in the United Kingdom. 

Full article available at:

http://www.esf.org/media-centre/ext-single-news/article/new-esf-cofounded-feasibility-study-calls-for-a-single-european-researcher-development-framework-84.html
(
2 The European University Association examines mobility strategies in European universities
The European University Association (EUA) published a new report ‘Mobility: Closing the gap between policy and practice’, examining the issue of academic mobility which covers university students, young researchers, academic and administrative staff. The publication is the outcome of a two-year project ‘Mapping university mobility of staff and students – MAUNIMO’ led by EUA. The project has explored the perspectives of 34 universities from 21 countries on mobility and strategies institutions are using to respond to policy pressures at both European and national levels to increase mobility. These policy initiatives include, for example, the targets set by the European Union, which state that by 2020, 20% of all students graduating should have had a study or training period abroad.

Full article and report are available at: http://www.maunimo.eu/index.php/component/content/article/53 

(
3 New French government initiative in Research and Higher Education

At a press conference at the Academy of Sciences last July 11, 2012, Genevieve Fioraso (French Minister for Research and Higher Education) presented the launching of a committee of stakeholders in research and education tasked to consult at local and national level and to propose ways of achieving the strategic goals set by the government. The priorities are to increase the success rates of undergraduate students and improve the professional training of university professors; the re-organization of research and higher education institutions and the revision of their governance models and policies. The first outcome with recommendations to the Parliament is expected in December 2012. 

Full article (in French) available at:

http://www.enseignementsup-recherche.gouv.fr/cid60901/assises-de-l-enseignement-superieur-et-de-la-recherche-une-ambition-partagee-pour-l-avenir-de-notre-pays.html
(
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� Note:  Translation for these articles was provided by Carine Polliotti.  If you would like additional information or background, please feel free to contact Carine at � HYPERLINK "mailto:cpolliot@nsf.gov" ��cpolliot@nsf.gov�
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