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1 Joint research calls between European funding organizations and the NSF in the field of plant sciences

The new European Research Area Network (ERA-NET) in molecular plant sciences Coordinating Action in Plant Sciences (ERA-CAPS), has been established in order to embed molecular plant sciences more firmly in national policies whilst continuing to fund excellent research in this area by means of two joint calls. In the first joint ERA-CAPS call, funding organizations from 14 European countries are participating including: Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Israel, Italy, Latvia, The Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Serbia and United Kingdom. The National Science Foundation, an ERA-CAPS observer, will accept proposals to a parallel call to be launched by the Plant Genomics Research Program (PGRP) in November, in areas that meet the goals of the Program. U.S. researchers can apply to the NSF to participate in ERA-CAPS consortia. 
More information available at: http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=5338&org=IOS&from=home http://www.eracaps.org/joint-calls/era-caps-calls
(
2 US participation in the 7th Framework Program for research of the European Union: facts and figures

The BILAT-USA (Bilateral Coordination for the Enhancement and Development of Science and Technology Partnerships between the European Union and the United States of America) project has published an analysis of existing instruments, regulations and obstacles for U.S. participation in the 7th Framework Program (FP7) for research of the European Union. The report provides data based on feedback from 130 Project Coordinators and 105 U.S. Participants in FP7 projects. Out of the 105 U.S. project partners who took part in the online survey, 9 reported that they requested EU funding but were not funded under FP7.
While scientific aspects, such as knowledge sharing or access to specific material, infrastructures, laboratories, or the scientific community are not perceived as issues neither for European coordinators nor for U.S. project partners, administrative and legal constraints are seen as real obstacles to collaboration. Data indicate that for 48% of U.S. FP7 project partners, the lack of funding for the U.S. partner is a very relevant or relevant obstacle to FP7 participation. In addition, 38% of U.S. FP7 project partners claim that applicable law/jurisdiction is a very relevant or relevant obstacle. The report concludes with a series of recommendations to reduce the administrative and legal barriers to EU-U.S. FP7 collaboration, to establish bilateral agreements between the European Commission and U.S. national funding organizations regarding applicable law and jurisdictions and to implement more flexible and straightforward administrative procedures. 

Full report and statistics available at: http://www.euussciencetechnology.eu/bilat-usa/news/id/269 

http://www.euussciencetechnology.eu/document/show/id/475 

(
3 Cooperation between European and Chinese universities in Engineering Education

The Consortium Linking Universities of Science and Technology for Education and Research (CLUSTER), an association of twelve scientific-technical universities in Europe, and eighteen Chinese universities have agreed on a closer cooperation in engineering education: the “Harbin Roadmap“. The agreement, signed on the occasion of the “3rd Sino-EU Workshop on Engineering Education“ in Harbin, China, includes plans to offer a Chinese-European doctoral school for sustainability engineering, a double master degrees program, and postgraduate summer and winter schools. Starting from 2013, several ‘Sino-EU Doctoral Schools‘ will be set up, for example for Sustainability Engineering (SESE),” points out Secretary General of CLUSTER Professor Jürgen Becker from the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology in Germany. Each of these international doctoral schools will offer ten to fifteen doctoral projects, with two to four universities from Europe and China participating in each one. 

Full article available at: http://www.kit.edu/visit/pi_2012_12048.php 

(
4 Top early-career researchers to receive €800 million in EU funding

The European Research Council (ERC) has selected 536 early-career top researchers across Europe in the latest 'Starting Grant' competition, with a budget of almost €800 million. With grants of up to €2 million per project, this will enable the most promising scientists to develop their best ideas at the frontiers of knowledge. It will also allow them to build their own research teams, engaging more than 3,000 postdocs and PhD students. In this competition, 4741 applications were received and the overall success rate was 11.3%.

Full article available at:

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/12/946&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en 

(
5 Extra funding boost for ERC researchers

A total of 33 European Research Council (ERC) grantees are set to receive top-up funding to help them get their ideas to market. As part of the ERC's 'Proof of Concept' scheme, the grants, worth €150 000 each, will help researchers move their ideas from the research stage to the innovation and development stage. Designed for researchers who have already been awarded ERC grants, these Proof of Concept grants will hopefully help them push their basic research towards the market.

Full article available at:

http://cordis.europa.eu/fetch?CALLER=EN_NEWS_FP7&ACTION=D&DOC=6&CAT=NEWS&QUERY=0139e5e2aeb1:55ac:25ea2e7f&RCN=35001 

(
6 European funding opportunities for US researchers showcase in San Francisco, 6-7 December 2012

Destination Europe is an initiative to showcase the opportunities Europe has to offer for researchers in the world. It provides a platform for European Member States, research organizations, funding agencies and European Commission services to highlight the programs, initiatives, excellent institutions and innovation clusters. The next "Destination Europe" event will take place on 6 and 7 December 2012 in San Francisco. It will include two plenary sessions and break-out sessions dedicated to specific funding schemes (European and national), combined with an exhibition space for stands to inform interested participants.
(
7 New EU strategy for international cooperation in research and innovation

The European Commission has published its new strategy for international cooperation in research and innovation, with a view of implementing it under the new research funding program Horizon 2020 that will run from 2014-2020. The strategy will focus on strengthening the European Union’s excellence and attractiveness in research and innovation and its economic and industrial competitiveness. It will also address global societal challenges, such as food and energy security and climate change. 

Full article available at:

http://ec.europa.eu/research/iscp/index.cfm?lg=en&pg=strategy
(
8 Trends in International Mobility of Students: a Wake-Up Call for the U.S.?

This month the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) released its annual statistical educational report, “Education at a Glance 2012: OECD Indicators.” It analyzes educational performance in the 34 market economies belonging to the OECD and has gradually included comparable data from nonmember countries like Brazil and Russia. In recent years, the OECD’s analysis has included a section presenting trends in international enrollment in higher education, which, in a way, has become the most comprehensive data analysis of its kind in the world.

Statistics show that the United States is still the largest recipient of worldwide international students but its share has been shrinking. While in 2000, the United States attracted 23 percent of students worldwide, 10 years later the number was reduced to 16.6 percent.

Full article available at: http://chronicle.com/blogs/worldwise/education-at-a-glance-2012/30454?cid=pm&utm_source=pm&utm_medium=en 
(
9 France to increase budget for higher education and research in 2013

The French Ministry for Higher Education and Research sees its 2013 budget increased by 2.2% reaching the total funding of just under €23 billion (US$29 billion). This ministry is one of the few to escape spending cuts as the government unveiled its plans for the 2013 budget. As a result, 1,000 new university posts will be created, a third each going to lecturer-researchers, researchers and support staff, and none of the 68,449 publicly funded research jobs will be cut. Funding for research grants will rise by 1.2% to €7.86 billion, although that is a drop in real terms as inflation is expected to average 1.75% for the year. The funding split between the National Research Agency (ANR), which finances most projects, and basic research institutes is rebalanced. ANR allocations will shrink from €709 million to €687 million this year, and institutes will receive an extra €60 million for operating expenses. Changes to these plans may still occur as the final bill will be voted by the Parliament in December 2012.

Full article available at: http://www.nature.com/news/french-science-dodges-austerity-1.11505 
(
10 Franco-Chinese Symposium: 5 years of scientific collaboration between ANR and the NSFC

A Franco-Chinese symposium was held in Paris September 19 and 20, 2012 bringing together 130 scientists from both countries. Organized by the ANR (Agence Nationale de la Recherche, France) and the NFSC (National Natural Science Foundation of China) this conference showcased 41 projects financed by the two agencies since 2008. The thematic areas covered were science and information technology and communication, nanoscience and nanotechnology, engineering, materials, energy, geotechnical and environmental engineering. This event gathered French and Chinese teams working on the projects, and allowed to follow-up on the research carried out in the framework of ANR-NSFC funding. Among the positive outcomes, real synergies between French and Chinese researchers were created and the high expectations towards the program were achieved. Nearly two thirds of the projects stem from first contacts and collaborations initiated by various instruments of international cooperation of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and research organizations. All of these projects have deepened the emerging collaborations and significantly increased the number of exchanges and co-publications. The NSFC and ANR launched their annual joint program in 2008. The continuity of the initiative has led to the emergence of fifteen projects resulting from a new collaboration that did not exist before the launch of the program. A Chinese delegation composed of representatives of scientific departments and international relations department of the NSFC was present. Exchanges between NSFC and ANR have highlighted the success of the collaboration allowing to renew the Franco-Chinese partnership for 2013. 

Full article available at:

http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/magazine/actualites/detail/colloque-franco-chinois-5-annees-de-collaboration-scientifique-entre-lanr-et-la-nsfc
(
11 Italian scientists convicted over earthquake warning
Six scientists and a government official were sentenced to six years in prison for manslaughter by an Italian court on Monday for failing to give adequate warning of an earthquake that killed more than 300 people in L'Aquila in 2009.

Full article available a : http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/10/22/us-italy-earthquake-court-idUSBRE89L13V20121022
(
12 Italy's research institutes urged to collaborate
The heads of Italy’s twelve national research institutes have been asked by the Italian Minister for Research, Francesco Profumo, to come up with ways of working more closely together, both to save money and to boost their ability to compete for research funds from the European Union. The 12 institutes include the country's main science agency, the National Research Council, as well as the National Institute of Nuclear Physics, the Italian Space Agency and the National Institute for Astrophysics. The National Research Council will coordinate ideas for the plan, and proposals for reorganizing the research bodies to ensure more united and effective governance that will be presented by the end of January 2013 to the Parliament.
Full article available at: http://www.nature.com/news/italy-s-research-institutes-urged-to-collaborate-1.11603 

(
13 A Forward-Thinking Province Creates a Research Stronghold in Italy

By Megan Williams

Trento, Italy

Standing in the sunshine by a towering 12th-century converted stone castle, Roberto Viola gestures to a valley of vineyards and the rounded, majestic mountains that spread out in the distance.

"This is our living lab, a work in progress," says Mr. Viola, the energetic director of the Research and Innovation Center of the Edmund Mach Foundation, a public research institution that conducts cutting-edge agricultural, nutritional, and environmental studies. Its most recent accomplishments include the genome sequencing of the pinot-noir grape and the Golden Delicious apple.

While the scientists here are blazing new paths in agricultural research, the political vision of local leaders is helping transform not just FEM, as the institution is called, but also the nearby University of Trento and 20 or so local centers for information and communications technology, biotech, and brain study into an Italian hub of research and innovation.

Full article available at:

http://chronicle.com/article/A-Forward-Thinking-Province/134424/?cid=at&utm_source=at&utm_medium=en
(
14 Norway: Funding boost for Science Centers

Norway’s eight science centers will get a long-awaited increase of NOK 8.8 million (1.5 million USD) in the national budget for 2013. This means the Research Council of Norway will be able to allocate more than NOK 35 million (6 million USD) for the science centers next year. In Norway, a science centre is a popular scientific recreation and learning centre for mathematics, natural science and technology where children and adults alike can learn by conducting experiments themselves. The centers provide a platform for encouraging children and adolescents to learn more about sciences and to enhance recruitment to these subject areas.

Full article available at: http://www.forskningsradet.no/en/Newsarticle/More_money_for_the_science_centres/1253981044042/p1177315753918
(
15 Laser centre lights up in Romania

On September 18, the European Commission announced the spending of €180 million (US$237 million) on the first phase of construction of the Extreme Light Infrastructure Nuclear Physics Facility (ELI-NP) that will generate laser pulses with up to 10 petawatts (1016 watts) of power, ten times the strength of current cutting-edge lasers — and intense enough to reveal the internal structures of atomic nuclei. “It will allow us to do a new sort of nuclear physics that hasn’t been possible so far,” says project leader Nicolae-Victor Zamfir, director-general of the Horia Hulubei National Institute of Physics and Nuclear Engineering in Măgurele, Romania, where the facility will be located. “The energy of the laser-light pulses will be almost at the level of the strong force that binds nuclei, so it will be able to perturb them.”

Full article available at:

http://www.nature.com/news/laser-centre-lights-up-eastern-europe-1.11438 

(
16 Swedish government plans major investments in science

The Swedish government has proposed to raise its spending on research by adding $609 million (SEK $4 billion) to the annual budget by 2016, a 13.2% increase. Under the plan, an Elite Program would get $45.8 million per year by 2016 to offer the country's best researchers an opportunity to start long-term risky projects, while $38 million annually will be used to attract top international researchers to Sweden and provide them with substantial resources for research. Both programs will be managed by the Swedish Research Council (VR), an agency within the Ministry of Education and Research. The plan also increases the universities' budgets by $137 million annually by 2016, without any earmarks. The new money also benefits large research infrastructures. By 2016, $30 million yearly will go directly to the Science for Life Laboratory, a national center in Stockholm and Uppsala for large-scale research in bioscience, medicine, and environment. The European Spallation Source (ESS), a next-generation neutron-science facility, and MAX IV, a new synchrotron, both based in Lund, will receive a total of $95.8 million and $15.3 million respectively over the next 4 years.

Full article available at: http://news.sciencemag.org/scienceinsider/2012/09/bucking-european-trend-swedish-g.html 

(
17 Sweden: Stockholm University invests in international relations
By investing 100 million SEK (15 million USD) in international relations, Stockholm University intends to stimulate the academic environment and strengthen the University's position in the international market. In addition to a call for 25 two-year postdoctoral positions and recruitment of international researchers, an institute for advanced studies is being established which will be open for 15-20 guest researchers. The institute will be a meeting place for researchers active in different fields, thus creating scientific value for the University. In order to promote exchanges, calls for 50 sabbatical semesters for teachers will also be advertised. “The high scientific quality that we currently have at the University also needs to be stimulated here by the international perspective. Therefore, we are setting up an institute with inspiration from Princeton, which is the most famous example,” says Astrid Söderbergh Widding, Deputy Vice-Chancellor at Stockholm University.

Full article available at: http://www.su.se/english/about/news-and-events/press/press-releases/stockholm-university-takes-its-place-in-the-world-investing-100-million-in-international-relations-1.102871
(
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� Note:  Translation for these articles was provided by Carine Polliotti and/or Ana Helman.  If you would like additional information or background, please feel free to contact Carine at � HYPERLINK "mailto:cpolliot@nsf.gov" ��cpolliot@nsf.gov� or Ana at � HYPERLINK "mailto:ahelman@nsf.gov" �ahelman@nsf.gov� 
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