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Europe:

1. European Research Council (ERC) announces the last calls for proposals for Consolidator Grants and Synergy Grants as part of the current 7th EU Research Framework Program
2. ERC Scientific Council adopts guidelines on Scientific Misconduct Strategy to uphold research integrity in ERC research projects
3. Joint funding of European-African research projects agreed
4. A 50% increase in applications for the European Research Council's Starting Grants
5. Europe’s Queen of computers
6. New data on international student enrollment and mobility
India/Germany:

7. Opening of DWIH New Delhi: German Science and Industry Join Together in India
Germany:

8. Germany: New program on raw materials of the future
Romania:

9. Plagiarism exposed in Romanian grant applications
United Kingdom:

10. United Kingdom provides 95 million USD funding to universities to boost innovation
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1 The European Research Council (ERC) announces the last calls for proposals for Consolidator Grants and Synergy Grants as part of the current 7th EU Research Framework Program

The “Consolidator Grants” aim at researchers 7-12 years (in exceptional cases up to 16 ½ years) after completion of their PhD thesis. The grants are awarded for a period of up to 5 years with a total amount of up to 2.75 million Euros per project. The publication of this call is expected for 7 November 2012, with a closing date for applications in February 2013.


The "Synergy Grants" were published on 10 October 2012, with a deadline for applications in January 2013. This funding scheme addresses groups of two to four excellent researchers. The grants are awarded for a period of up to 6 years with a total amount of up to 15 million Euros per project. All schemes are open to researchers of any nationality and any current place of work under the condition that the research project is conducted in a public or private research organization located in one of the European Union Member States or Associated Countries.

(
2 ERC Scientific Council adopts guidelines on Scientific Misconduct Strategy to uphold research integrity in ERC research projects
During its plenary session in Limassol (Cyprus), the governing body of the European Research Council (ERC) - the Scientific Council - adopted guidelines on Scientific Misconduct Strategy. This document, which is considered the first ever at a European level, aims to detect and treat any allegations of scientific misconduct or any suspected breach of research integrity concerning an ERC applicant or project. Cases of scientific misconduct may include for instance the use and the publicity of falsified data, incorrect attribution of work or plagiarism of other applicants' proposals. The strategy will allow the ERC to take the appropriate follow-up actions and maintain scientific and ethical standards at all stages of ERC competitions. The ERC strategy is fundamentally based on the presumption that the host institutions of the ERC applicants and grant holders have the primary responsibility for the detection of scientific misconduct and for the investigation, and adjudication of any breaches of research integrity that may arise. Therefore the ERC recommends that all actual or potential host institutions will have structures in place to uphold scientific integrity, to deal with all cases of scientific misconduct that may come to the attention of the ERC, and to report to the ERC on what actions they have taken to deal with any relevant scientific misconduct issues. 
Full document available at: http://erc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/document/file/ERC_Scientific_misconduct_strategy.pdf 

(
3 Joint funding of European-African research projects agreed

The first initiative of European and African countries to jointly fund collaborative research projects has been agreed during the visit of the European Commissioner for Research, Innovation and Science, Máire Geoghegan-Quinn, to Cape Town. The calls, to be launched in January 2013 with a budget of €11 million, will offer research funding in areas such as agriculture, health, climate change and energy, grouped under three headings: "Renewable Energy", "Interfacing Challenges" and "Idea driven research". Máire Geoghegan-Quinn said: "Today's agreement is truly historic. It is the first time that European and African countries have jointly established a research agenda that will be funded by both sides. This can serve as a model for future cooperation between our two continents and encourage other countries to embrace this new form of partnership." The agreement concerns ministries and public institutions from 15 countries: Austria, Belgium, Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast, Egypt, Finland, France, Germany, Kenya, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, South Africa, Switzerland and Turkey. Together they have agreed to fund research for at least € 11 million, with the five African states contributing nearly €4 million. 

Full article available at: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-12-1176_en.htm?locale=en
(
4 A 50% increase in applications for the European Research Council's Starting Grants

A total of 3329 proposals were submitted for the European Research Council's (ERC) sixth Starting Grant competition. This is an over 50% increase in demand compared to the corresponding group in last year's Starting Grant call (2169 proposals). 'ERC Starting Grants' are intended for early-career researchers, with 2-7 years of experience after the PhD and are worth up to €2 Million Euros for five years.

ERC President Professor Helga Nowotny said: "For the third successive year, we see a tremendous increase in demand for ERC Starting Grants. This is very telling. With the current decrease in research funding in Europe, we risk ignoring the wealth of young top talent that Europe has instead of cultivating it. It is more imperative than ever to invest in Europe's future - bright young people." The applications are distributed among three ERC domains: Physical Sciences and Engineering (45%), Life Sciences (32%) and Social Sciences and Humanities (23%).

Full article available at: http://erc.europa.eu/
(
5 Europe’s Queen of computers

The new high performance Computer JUQUEEN at Forschungszentrum Juelich in Germany has reached the new top position as Europe's fastest supercomputer and 5th fastest in the world. It is the first supercomputer in Europe to reach a computing performance of 5 Petaflop/s – equating to 5 quadrillion operations per second. With 393,216 compute cores, the new system reaches a peak performance of 5.033 Petaflop/s, which equates to approximately 100,000 PCs based on a current performance level. Early 2013, a further extension is planned from today's 24 racks up to 28 racks. JUQUEEN is an IBM BlueGene/Q system based on the IBM POWER architecture.

“JUQUEEN is targeted to tackle comprehensive and complex scientific questions, called Grand Challenges", explains Prof. Thomas Lippert, Director of the Juelich Supercomputing Center. The system can be used especially for compute intensive, highly scalable applications which can run in parallel on a very high number of compute cores. "Projects from various scientific areas can profit from the new raised performance, e.g. in the areas of neuroscience, computational biology or energy and climate research. It enables complicated calculations in quantum physics, which were not possible before", adds Prof. Lippert. 

JUQUEEN was equally financed by German Federal and State funds. The new system will be accessible to researchers in Germany and the whole of Europe. Two thirds of the computing time will be given to researchers via two supercomputing cooperation: the Gauss Centre for Supercomputing (GCS), a cooperation of the three German national High Performance Compute Centers in Juelich, Garching und Stuttgart, and the European Research Infrastructure PRACE. The third part will be accessible to users of Forschungszentrum Juelich and the Juelich-Aachen Research Alliance (JARA).

Full article available at: http://www.fz-juelich.de/SharedDocs/Pressemitteilungen/UK/EN/2012/12-11-12juqueen.html 

(
6 New data on international student enrollment and mobility

The Institute of International Education released its 2012 "Open Doors report on International Educational Exchange" on November 12. Open Doors is a comprehensive information resource on international students and scholars studying or teaching at higher education institutions in the United States, and U.S. students studying abroad for academic credit at their home colleges or universities. In the 2010/11 academic year, 273,996 American students studied abroad for academic credit, an increase of one percent—an all-time high. U.S. students studying abroad increased in 17 of the top 25 destination countries. Europe is hosting about 54% of US students worldwide and the top five destinations are United Kingdom (12.1%), Italy (11.1%), Spain (9.5%) and France (6.2%), followed by China (5.3%). There were increases in the number of students from 12 of the top 25 places of origin, including Brazil, China, France, Indonesia, Iran, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Spain, the United Kingdom, Venezuela, and Vietnam. At the same time, numbers declined from several major sending countries, including India (down four percent), South Korea, (down one percent), and Japan (down six percent). The factors driving these declines may include global and home country economic factors, growing higher education opportunities at home, and stronger employment opportunities at home after graduation. Students from European countries account for about 11% of international students in the U.S. The continued growth in international students coming to the U.S. for higher education has a significant positive economic impact on the United States. International students contribute more than $22.7 billion to the U.S. economy, according to the U.S. Department of Commerce. Open Doors 2012 reports that more than 70 percent of all international students receive the majority of their funds from sources outside of the United States, including personal and family sources as well as assistance from their home country governments or universities.

More information available at: http://www.iie.org/Who-We-Are/News-and-Events/Press-Center/Press-Releases/2012/11-13-2012-Open-Doors-International-Students
(
7 Opening of DWIH New Delhi: German Science and Industry Join Together in India

Initiative Promotes Germany as a Location for Research and Innovation / 14 Partners with DFG as Coordinator 

(31.10.12) The German House for Research and Innovation (DWIH) opened its doors in India's capital, New Delhi, on 27 October 2012. It brings together 14 partners from science and industry, coordinated by the DFG. The institution’s objective is to further promote Germany as a location for research and innovation and encourage Indo-German collaboration.

Full article available at:

http://www.dfg.de/en/service/press/press_releases/2012/press_release_no_54/index.html 

(
8 Germany: New program on raw materials of the future

The German Minister for Education and Research, Annette Schavan, has announced the launching of a new scientific research program targeting the development of innovative technologies to ensure raw materials are more efficiently used and better recycled in the future. The new program, named "Economically Strategic Raw Materials for a High-tech Germany”, will concentrate on research and development along the entire supply chain of mineral raw minerals which are not directly consumed in energy production. Areas such as the exploration, extraction, usage, recycling and replacement of mineral raw materials are to be researched as part of the new initiative. The results should provide innovative developments ensuring a greater level of retention of minerals such as rare earth materials, indium, gallium and metals of the platinum group for the raw materials supply chain. These minerals are especially important in the industries of telecommunication, environmental technologies and renewable energies. Funding totaling 200 million Euros will be supplied by the Ministry of Education and Research.

Full article available at: http://www.proinno-europe.eu/inno-grips-ii/newsroom/germany-new-programme-research-and-develop-usage-raw-materials-future
(
9 Plagiarism exposed in Romanian grant applications

Grant administrators from the Romanian government agencies were alerted in February this year of 14 suspect plagiarism cases each involving nearly half a million Euros requested for research funding. The council confirmed plagiarism in four cases this spring. Now the initiative integru.org, which publishes evidence of plagiarism by scientists in Romania along with comments from international experts, reports its findings on a fifth case. 

Full article available at: http://www.nature.com/news/plagiarism-exposed-in-romanian-grant-applications-1.11758
(
10 United Kingdom provides 95 million USD funding to universities to boost innovation

The United Kingdom Business Secretary Vince Cable announced on November 15 a £60m (95 million USD) investment in UK universities to help the most pioneering scientists and engineers create successful businesses from their research, improve industrial collaboration and foster greater entrepreneurship. The funding comes from the Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC), the UK’s main funding agency for scientific research. They will award ‘Impact Acceleration Accounts’ ranging from £600,000 to £6 million to 31 universities across the UK.

http://www.epsrc.ac.uk/newsevents/news/2012/Pages/60millionboostforscienceinnovation.aspx 

(
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� Note:  Translation for these articles was provided by Carine Polliotti.  If you would like additional information or background, please feel free to contact Carine at � HYPERLINK "mailto:cpolliot@nsf.gov" ��cpolliot@nsf.gov�





PAGE  
- 2 -

