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1 Europeans aim to provide better access to biodiversity data

The Nordic states have entered into an agreement to drive and establish a Nordic E-Science for Biodiversity and Ecosystem Research infrastructure. Called LifeWatch, this European initiative emerged under the framework of the European Strategy Forum on Research Infrastructures (ESFRI). LifeWatch seeks to provide improved access to biodiversity data in favour of environmental research.

Source: http://cordis.europa.eu/fetch?CALLER=EN_NEWS&ACTION=D&SESSION=&RCN=35290 

(
2 Ex-post research evaluation: practices and recommendations by European Funding Organizations

The European Science Foundation (ESF) has published a study entitled "Evaluation in Research and Research Funding Organisations: European Practices” which involved over thirty funding organizations. The document includes a set of recommendations for ensuring the usefulness of evaluation activities for both the research funders and the scientific community. Amongst the proposed measures is the use of existing information and data (e.g. from the proposal processing and final reports but also external sources like publication databases etc.) in order to limit the number of surveys and avoid duplication of efforts. While recognizing the need for flexibility due to different national monitoring systems and government requirements, the group recommends the use of common classification systems and supports the development of standards for the quality of data as to simplify the comparison and exchange of information between different funders and countries.

More information available at: http://www.esf.org/activities/mo-fora/evaluation-of-publicly-funded-research.html 

(
3 Indicators of internationalization: a new set of criteria for research funders and performers
A report on “Indicators of Internationalisation for Research Institutions: a new approach“ published by the European Science Foundation recommends the use of eight indicators for research funding and nine for research performing organizations to assess the extent and impact of their international activities. The implementation concerns national research funding and performing organizations as well as international organizations such as the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the Statistics Office of the European Communities (Eurostat) etc, traditionally working on the collection and harmonization of data.

More information available at: http://www.esf.org/activities/mo-fora/evaluation-indicators-of-internationalisation.html 

(
4 Enabling, observing, guiding and globalizing research careers

Internationalization of research careers is the subject of a report “Developing Research Careers In and Beyond Europe: Enabling – Observing – Guiding and Going Global” published by the European Science Foundation and the European Alliance on Research Career Development (EARCD). The four recommended measures are: the creation of the European Researchers’ Professional Development Framework for improving researchers’ skills; the launching of an International Platform for Research Career Tracking and Monitoring; the development and acknowledgement of new concepts of researchers’ mobility; and the creation of a Global Forum for Research Career Development in partnership with G20 and other international partners.

More information available at: http://www.esf.org/activities/mo-fora/european-alliance-on-research-careers-development.html
(
5 Despite crisis, top EU firms continue to invest in innovation
Despite the continuing economic and financial crisis, major EU-based firms continue to rely on R&D for their competitive edge. They increased R&D investment by 8.9% in 2011, up from 6.1% in 2010. The increase nearly matches US firms (9%), beats the global average (7.6%) and is far ahead of Japanese companies (1.7%). R&D-intensive sectors tended to show above average employment growth. These are key findings of the European Commission's 2012 "EU Industrial R&D Investment Scoreboard" of the top 1500 global R&D investors. The global top 50 includes 15 EU companies, 18 US firms and 12 from Japan. Japanese car manufacturer Toyota tops the ranking, with Volkswagen the top EU company in third place with €7.2 ($9.3) billion invested). Recently released data shows that combined EU public and private research spending increased to 2.03% of GDP in 2011, from 2.01% in 2010. This was mainly due to increased private sector spending. Total investment by companies in the scoreboard shows that the US is still ahead of the EU, explained by the higher number of high-tech firms in the US (€178.4 ($231.3) billion versus €144.6 ($187.5) billion). 

More information available at: http://iri.jrc.ec.europa.eu/research/scoreboard_2012.htm 

(
6 Statistics on transnationally coordinated research in Europe

The third round of data collection on ‘national public funding to transnationally coordinated research’ was conducted in 2012 by national statistical institutes under the guidance of Eurostat, the statistical office of the European Union. 

This indicator used in European Union (EU) science and technology statistics, measures the government budget appropriations or outlays for research and development (GBAORD) directed towards three categories of research and development (R & D) performers and programs: the transnational public R&D performers located in Europe (e.g. the European Organization for Nuclear Research - CERN); the Europe-wide transnational public R&D programs (e.g. the European Research Area Networks - ERA-NETs); and bilateral or multilateral public R & D programs jointly undertaken by the governments of at least two countries. On average, about 3.8 % of EU Member States’ R&D budget was directed to ‘transnationally coordinated research’ in 2010. 

Full article available at: http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/R_%26_D_budget_statistics_-_transnationally_coordinated_research 

(
7 Funding protest hits Bulgarian research agency

On November 22, a detailed front-page report in the national newspaper SEGA presented a hair-raising list of allegations, ranging from large funding allocations to companies and foundations with no experience in scientific research, to alleged conflicts of interest involving geologist Rangel Gjurov, who chairs the executive board of the Ministry of Education and Science’s Bulgarian National Science Fund (BNSF). A growing number of scientists are now alleging that the funding agency is funnelling research cash towards bad science, and unfairly favouring those with close ties to the agency. This week, more than 400 researchers sent a petition to the prime minister and key science policy-makers, demanding a reassessment of the competition. The protest comes at a time when support for science is at a low ebb. Since 2009, university budgets have fallen by more than 20% and the budget for the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, which runs 41 research institutes in the country, has dropped by more than 40%.

Source: http://www.nature.com/news/funding-protest-hits-bulgarian-research-agency-1.11902 

(
8 France's Young Researchers Protest 'Precarious' Contracts
Early-career researchers across France staged protest against a new national employment law aimed at reducing the number of public employees working on short-term contracts. The researchers, who timed their demonstrations to coincide with a national consultative meeting on education and research policy being held in Paris on November 26-27, say the new law is emptying French labs of young workers and bringing promising research careers to a standstill. The Law Sauvadet, which was passed in March under former President Nicolas Sarkozy, was designed to reduce job insecurity by stipulating that employees working on short-term contracts—known as contrats à durée déterminée (CDD)—must be offered a permanent position after 6 years. But the law, which was designed with the entire public sector in mind, doesn't apply well to the world of research. 

Full article available at: http://news.sciencemag.org/scienceinsider/2012/11/frances-young-researchers-protes.html 

(
9 French Scientists Give Government an Earful
Make our life simpler. Stop the excessive reviews. Dial back the competition for money. Those were some of the key messages that the French higher education and research community sent during a massive, 4-month consultation set up by the government. The listening tour, led by an independent panel chaired by Nobel laureate and virologist Françoise Barré-Sinoussi, wrapped up with an animated 2-day meeting at the Collège de France in Paris, attended by some 700 people. The goal of the consultations launched by Higher Education and Research Minister Geneviève Fioraso: Prepare the ground for a new law, expected by mid-2013 that may put an end to some of the reforms launched by the government of Nicolas Sarkozy. The consultation also aimed to build trust between the socialist government of French President François Hollande and the scientific community. 

Source : http://news.sciencemag.org/scienceinsider/2012/11/french-scientists-give-governmen.html#more 

(
10 Germany’s research and higher education budget up 6.2% in 2013

Germany’s public research and higher education budget will increase 6.2 per cent to €13.7 billion ($17.8 billion) in 2013, according to the government’s budget plan for next year. Federal funding for research excellence in 2013 will be €680 million ($883 million), according to the budget plan published on 23 November. This will be top-up money for projects mainly funded by the Länder (States), which are responsible for academic research and higher education funding. Germany has a research pact under which excellent research funding rises 5 per cent every year. The hi-tech strategy budget, which funds applied research in social challenges, will get €2.3 billion ($3 billion) in 2013, nearly double its allocation for 2005, when it started. The money will go to large-scale research projects on health, fuel sources, food, and climate change. 

Full article available at: http://www.researchresearch.com/index.php?option=com_news&template=rr_2col&view=article&articleId=1272922 

(
11 Scientific misconduct: decisions about three cases in Germany

The Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG, German Research Foundation) is imposing sanctions following instances of scientific misconduct. Meeting in Bonn, the Joint Committee of Germany's central research funding organization has decided to take action against two researchers in accordance with the DFG’s procedure for handling cases of scientific misconduct. In both cases, it complied with earlier investigations undertaken and recommendations made by the DFG Committee of Inquiry on Allegations of Scientific Misconduct. A third allegation of scientific misconduct was not proven. In all three cases the allegations concerned data manipulation.

Source: http://www.alphagalileo.org/ViewItem.aspx?ItemId=126905&CultureCode=en 
(
12 Italy Cancels €1 Billion Accelerator Project

The Italian government has scrapped plans to build a particle accelerator known as SuperB in the outskirts of Rome after a new study calculated its total cost to be about €1 billion ($1.3 billion) — some €350 million more than previously estimated. SuperB was to have been built on the campus of the University of Rome Tor Vergata to the south of the Italian capital by an international collaboration of scientists. It was to have consisted of two 1.2-kilometer-circumference rings that would have accelerated beams of electrons and positrons. Collisions between the beams would have allowed the study of extremely rare phenomena in the decay of B mesons and other exotic particles. That could help explain why the universe seems to be so dominated by matter, as opposed to antimatter. Some physicists were skeptical that cash-strapped Italy could afford to pay for such a machine. The Italian government said that it would provide €250 million of the €650 million budget, while other countries, including France and Russia, said they might pay a share of the costs. The United States, meanwhile, agreed to donate parts from its decommissioned PEP-II/BaBar "B-factory" at the SLAC laboratory in California for use in SuperB.

Source: http://news.sciencemag.org/scienceinsider/2012/11/italy-cancels-1-billion-accelera.html#more 

(
13 Swiss mobility fellowships and grants for doctoral students: Innovations in 2013

Make it clear, streamlined and flexible: these are some of the goals pursued by the Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF) in restructuring its mobility fellowships for stays abroad. In addition, the SNSF will increase its support for doctoral students as of 2013 by means of a new excellence scheme in the humanities and social sciences.

Full article available at:

http://www.snf.ch/e/current/snfinfo/policy/pages/default.aspx?NEWSID=1803&WEBID=F6B532FB-64ED-466F-8816-193D4DE8DC94 

(
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� Note:  If you would like additional information or background, please feel free to contact either Carine Polliotti at � HYPERLINK "mailto:cpolliot@nsf.gov" ��cpolliot@nsf.gov� or Ana Helman at � HYPERLINK "mailto:ahelman@nsf.gov" �ahelman@nsf.gov� 
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