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1 European Unitary Patent approved

The European Parliament has ended decades of wrangling over how to streamline the European Union (EU) patent system. On December 11 it approved an ‘EU patent package’, an agreement among 25 member states to roll out a new unitary patent that will be valid in all signatory nations and will be overseen by a single patent court. The unified patent court will have bases in Paris, London and Munich. The European Commission hopes that a unified patent will make it cheaper to protect intellectual property in the EU. Companies wishing to patent their innovations in Europe must apply separately to each country, racking up an average cost of €36,000 (US$47,000) in taxes and fees, according to the Commission. That compares with about €2,000 for a patent application in the United States and €600 in China. Under the new framework, a patent issued by the European Patent Office will be automatically valid in 25 countries, and its cost is expected to drop to an average €4,725. Europe has been trying to set up such a patenting framework since the mid-1970s. 

But the unified patent is not pleasing everyone. Spain and Italy have refused to sign up, miffed that the patents will only be issued in English, French or German. And some intellectual property experts have criticized the system for being far too complex.
Source: http://blogs.nature.com/news/2012/12/european-unitary-patent-approved.html 

(
2 European Research Council funds 11 projects with €126 million

The European Research Council (ERC) announced the winners of its first competition for the 'Synergy Grants', introduced last year on a pilot basis. In this call, 11 projects have been selected to receive funding for up to six years. With a total budget of €126 million ($166 million) allocated, on average a Synergy Grant is worth €11.5 million ($15 million) and each project unites two to four Principal Investigators. 38 excellent scientists are being supported through these 11 grants. More than 700 applications were submitted and assessed following an evaluation procedure specifically designed for this purpose. The high demand attests to a very substantial interest from the scientific community. In contrast to consortia, the Synergy Grant targets individual investigators whose complementary skills, knowledge and resources enable them to take risks and address questions, which push the boundaries of frontier research in novel ways. 

More information available at: http://erc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/press_release/files/ERC_Press_Release_SyG_results_2012.pdf 

(
3 European Commission to fund top research chairs in less-developed regions

Grants of up to €2.4 million ($3.1 million) will be awarded to universities or research institutions in less developed regions in Europe, under a pilot program of the European Commission. The aim of the so-called ERA Chairs initiative is to attract outstanding academics to places that want to be on the international map for top research.  Operating with €12 million drawn from the budget of the current seventh framework program for research (2007-2013), the pilot stage for ERA Chairs will test the concept. If successful, the Commission proposes to fund a much larger number of ERA Chairs, depending on the size of the budget for the future framework program Horizon 2020 (2014-2020). 

Source: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-12-1374_en.htm?locale=en 

(
4 Drive to integrate the gender dimension in science
Disparities in gender equality in science and innovation constitute a major issue as women in science are under-represented in almost all European countries. However, the European Commission has set up a number of initiatives to change this and encourage more women in science. These include 'Science in Society', which provides financial support to research organizations for establishing gender equality plans. Whilst the European Research Council (ERC) are working to inspire female talent to apply for grants. Likewise, the Marie Sklodowska-Curie Actions (MCA) are research grants that encourage women to work in research while also helping to address the balance between career and family life. Through this initiative, nearly 40 % of the Marie Sklodowska-Curie fellows funded so far under the EU's current research Framework Program (FP7) are women.

Source: http://ec.europa.eu/research/infocentre/article_en.cfm?id=/research/headlines/news/article_12_12_21_en.html&item=Infocentre&artid=28773  

(
5 Spending cuts create innovation divide in Europe

Without more private R&D spending, Spain, Italy and others in the south may continue to lag as national governments and the EU are slashing money earmarked for research and innovation. Critics of government cuts say these risks are creating a vicious circle, discouraging business.

The Spanish government chopped fully 25% off its research and development budget last year and will trim a further 7% in 2013, leaving it at under 6 billion euros ($8 billion). The German government, by contrast, is increasing spending on R&D by over 6% this year to close to 14 billion euros and France is finding 1.2% more. In 2010, OECD figures show, only 242 international patents were filed from Spain, compared to over 5,600 from Germany. Where the private sector accounts for over two thirds of total German R&D spending, in Spain it provides less than half.

But Spain is not alone. As France, Britain, Germany and others in the north fund more research to fend off competition from Asia, Italy has also scaled back its government R&D budget. Without more private R&D spending, Spain, Italy and others in the south will continue to lag behind.

Source: http://www.euractiv.com/science-policymaking/national-eu-spending-cuts-create-news-517080?utm_source=RSS_Feed&utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=EurActivRSS
(
6 European Research Council funding of €680 million to 302 top researchers

The European Research Council (ERC) is awarding €680 million (US$ 864 million) to 302 senior research leaders in 24 different countries across Europe in the latest competition for its prestigious 'Advanced Grants'. With up to €2.5 million per project, the funding allows these scientists to pursue their most ground-breaking ideas at the frontiers of knowledge together with their own teams. 

ERC President Professor Helga Nowotny commented: "I am proud that the ERC succeeds in finding and funding the very best research leaders with the most creative ideas in Europe. This funding gives new impetus to frontier research, and will also allow these scientists to build their own teams. Advanced Grantees on average employ seven team members. Overall, estimates show that by the end of 2013 the ERC will have provided support to more than 15,000 doctoral and postdoctoral researchers as team members. The ERC thereby helps support a new generation of top scientists in Europe."

In this Advanced Grant competition, some 2,300 applications were submitted to the ERC, which is a slight rise from that of the last year (4.5%). The call budget of €680 million also saw a minor increase. The number of researchers selected for funding rose slightly, from 294 to 302, while the success rate continues to be stable at 13%. Just over 15% of selected researchers are women, which is a rise from last year's 12%. The average age of the researchers to be funded is 51 years.

More information including the list of grantees available at: http://erc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/press_release/files/press_release_adg2012_results.pdf 

(
7 US and European patent offices launch a global patent classification system

The European Patent Office (EPO) and the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) launched the Cooperative Patent Classification scheme (CPC), a global classification system for patent documents. The system is the result of partnership between the EPO and the USPTO in their joint effort to develop a common, internationally compatible classification system for technical documents, in particular patent publications, which will be used by both offices in the patent granting process. The CPC is an ambitious harmonization product that incorporates the best classification practices of both offices.

"The launch of the CPC constitutes a significant breakthrough in efforts to achieve greater harmonization in the patent system at international level," said EPO President Benoît Battistelli. "It is a major step forward on the path to improved efficiency in the patent system for the benefit of the global economy, and key to securing effective patent protection through a quality-based patent system. The work accomplished in a very short period by the project teams and patent examiners of both offices deserves the recognition of the entire intellectual property community."

"Today's formal launch is a tremendous accomplishment, representing the collaborative efforts of both offices to create a bilateral classification system that will result in significant benefits to the global innovation community," said Under Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual Property and Director of the USPTO David Kappos. "CPC will foster patent harmonization efforts by enhancing our ability to leverage and use work through an integrated network of intellectual property offices."

Source: http://www.epo.org/news-issues/news/2013/20130102.html
(
8 Research cooperation between Finland and the USA to be strengthened

A research cooperation project focusing on learning and education and funded by the US National Science Foundation (NSF), the Academy of Finland and Tekes, the Finnish Funding Agency for Technology and Innovation, has been launched. The first research projects jointly organized by Finnish and American research units are now beginning.

The project "Innovations in Learning and Education" involves Finnish and U.S. teams of researchers under the NSF’s Science Across Virtual Institutes (SAVI) program and will focus on technology-enhanced learning, educational innovation and learning analytics. The U.S. part is coordinated by Eric Hamilton from Pepperdine University. 

“The American and Finnish researchers participating in the projects have a joint research plan. During the discussions, workshop and project preparations organized between the NSF, the Academy of Finland and Tekes, research subjects such as learning through games, the challenges set by a multicultural setting and making use of information technology and social media were selected,” says Director Eero Silvennoinen from Tekes. 

Full article available at:

http://www.tekes.fi/en/community/News/482/News/1344?name=Research+cooperation+between+Finland+and+the+usa+to+be+strengthened  

Additional information available at:

http://www.aka.fi/en-GB/A/Academy-of-Finland/Media-services/Releases1/Funding-for-Finnish-US-research-collaboration-in-learning-and-education 

(
9 French National Agency for Research Program Guidance for 2013

The 2013 French National Research Agency (ANR) Program completes the 2011-2013 three-year cycle in a context of limited budget. The 2013 Program Guidance has been designed to reflect the general guidelines established by the Minister of Higher Education and Research, and is built around three components:

· The non-thematic tools (Unsolicited Proposals, Young Researchers Proposals, Return Post-doc, Industrial Chairs, ...)

· The building of the European Research Space and multilateral collaborations (i.e. the European Research Area Networks -ERA-Nets)

· The thematic programming that follow the priorities set up by the European Union and include: Innovative, secure and inclusive societies; Health and wellbeing of aging population; Biological resources, environment monitoring and protection; Energy transition and post-carbon industries; Information and communication technologies; Global security and dual (civil and military) research. 

Several measures are incorporated into project calls to contain the annual volume of proposals and increase the success rate: 
· Only one proposal per year for each scientific coordinator will be allowed, regardless of the type of proposals for the 2013 edition.

· The minimum commitment for the scientific coordinator’s research time spent on the project is raised from 33% to 40%.

· It is recommended to the project coordinator to maintain the share of temporary jobs in the projects (such as PhDs and post-docs) to 30% of the total staffing (permanent and non-permanent) assigned to the project.

ANR is cooperating with NSF in the field of Computational Neurosciences and Open Research Area for social sciences for which dedicated calls for projects will be issued.

Full article and documents in French available at: http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/programmes-de-recherche/les-orientations-2013  

(
10 Science Foundation Ireland to get extra powers under new bill

Science Foundation Ireland (SFI) is to be given the power to fund applied research in addition to its existing remit to fund basic research in universities. SFI currently provides grants to researchers and research groups based in higher education institutions on the basis of competitive calls for proposals and on the basis of international peer review. The Department of Enterprise said in a statement that it would extend SFI’s remit to include applied research in order to bring research funded by SFI “closer to market which in turn increases the potential of research to yield commercial opportunities and jobs”. The extension of SFI’s remit is to be granted under the new Industrial Development (Science Foundation Ireland) (Amendment) Bill 2012, published by the government. The Bill also includes a new function to enable SFI to promote and support awareness and understanding of science, technology, engineering and mathematics.

Full article available at: http://www.businesspost.ie/#!story/Home/News/Science+Foundation+Ireland+to+get+extra+powers+under+new+bill/id/19410615-5218-50c8-28a7-527e06441310  

(
11 Poland supports Open Access to scientific publications

Scientific publications should be freely available online, according to the Polish Ministry of Science and Higher Education. In the middle of 2013, the Ministry will determine how fast it can happen, announced Deputy Minister of Science Prof. Maria Elżbieta Orłowska. “Currently we pay PLN 160-170 million ($ 38-41 million) per year for access to scientific publications. At the same time, the Virtual Library of Science, which is maintained for the money, is available to a limited number of people: researchers and students, but not to entrepreneurs or managers in companies - explained Deputy Minister Orłowska. Virtual Library of Science is an Internet portal where employees of universities and research institutions can read journals from databases such as Web of Science, Scopus, including such titles as Nature and Science. The fee for access to the online resources comes from the State budget. Deputy Minister of Science explained that the business model, in which scientific journals sell their content to readers and thus earn, slowly becomes obsolete. Open access philosophy, increasingly popular all over the world, assumes that the author pays for the article publication. Magazine publisher no longer charges readers and articles are simply freely available online. According to the Ministry of Science and Higher Education, results of research Polish scientists carried out with public money should be published this way. The ministry is willing to pay for these publications and, with open access becoming more common, hopes to gradually reduce spending on paid subscriptions. "This way we can also strengthen the cooperation between science and the economy. Recent, often groundbreaking research results will be available to, say, factory engineers or new tech companies. Authors themselves should also welcome this. Open access papers will certainly find more readers" - believes Orłowska. In mid-2013, the Ministry of Science intends to present the schedule of transition of Polish scientific publications into open access model and detailed rules for the payment for publications in open journals. However, funding for this purpose can only be guaranteed in the budget for 2014.

Full article available at: http://www.nauka.gov.pl/scientific-research/polish-science/science/science/artykul/ministry-of-science-scientific-publications-should-be-available-online-for-free/ 

(
12 Russia plans to send probe to moon in 2015

Russia will resume a long-dormant quest to explore the moon by sending an unmanned probe there in 2015, the head of the space agency was quoted as saying on Tuesday. The craft, called Luna-Glob, or Moon-Globe, will be carried by the first rocket to blast off from a new facility that Russia is building in its far eastern Amur region, Roskosmos director Vladimir Popovkin said, according to the Interfax news agency. "We will begin our exploration of the moon from there," he said of the new space centre that will decrease Russia's reliance of the Baikonur Cosmodrome in the ex-Soviet nation Kazakhstan, which it leases.

Full article available at: http://uk.reuters.com/article/2013/01/15/us-russia-space-moon-idUKBRE90E0ZS20130115?feedType=RSS&feedName=scienceNews  

(
13 UK Research Councils release beta ‘Gateway to Research’

Research Councils UK (RCUK) has released on December 12 a ‘beta’ version of a new web-based portal that gives the public better access to information about research funded by the UK Research Councils. Gateway to Research aims to provide a mechanism for businesses and other interested parties to identify potential partners in universities to develop and commercialize knowledge, and maximize the impact of publicly funded research. The beta Gateway to Research contains information such as who, what and where the Research Councils fund, as well as details about the outcomes, outputs and impact held on RCUK’s Research Outcomes System (ROS) and ResearchFish. The information contained within the Gateway to Research beta version is a fixed snapshot of available information on research, containing real data from all grants across all seven Research Councils awarded from 2006 onwards. 

More information available at: http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/media/news/2012news/Pages/121212.aspx 

(
14 UK Economic and Social Research Council announces new centres and large grants worth £30m

Following the latest call for the centres and large grants competition, the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) announced overall funding of nearly £30m ($36 million) for eight new investments. These investments will focus on a range of subjects including: the impact of welfare, understanding human behaviour, including behaviour change and decision making, dynamics of ethnic identity and relations, the use and manipulation of language in society, applying quantitative method to complex social issues, the global economic crisis and risks to the UK’s financial system. The competition was for experienced researchers requiring longer term or extended support for research groups, inter-institutional research networks, linked-project programmes, medium-to-large surveys, other infrastructure or methodological developments, or any related larger scale projects.

Full article and list of funded projects available at: http://www.esrc.ac.uk/news-and-events/press-releases/24715/new-centres-and-large-grants-funding-announced.aspx  

(
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� Note:  If you would like additional information or background, please feel free to contact either Carine Polliotti at � HYPERLINK "mailto:cpolliot@nsf.gov" ��cpolliot@nsf.gov� or Ana Helman at � HYPERLINK "mailto:ahelman@nsf.gov" �ahelman@nsf.gov� 
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